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Commandos in night raid on their old Malayan battleground 



TUSK BUM P FLEX 

JUNGLE 




HMS INVINCIBLE app¬ 
roaches Clyde Naval Base 
to become the first aircraft 
carrier to berth alongside at 
Faslane* 

Under the command of 
Capt Roy Clare, she was in 
the north to lead the naval 
elements of a Joint Mari¬ 
time Course off the west 
coast of Scotland. 


ASSAULT ship HMS Fearless and her amphibious task group put 
hundreds of Royal Marines ashore during a night-time raiding exer¬ 
cise in Malaysia, reports Dominic Blake. 

Exercise Muka Wave - the latest of the Ocean Wave ’97 deployment - took 40 
Commando back to the jungle region where they fought for real during the Malayan 
Emergency in the early 1950s* 


As landing craft hit the 
beaches under cover of dark¬ 
ness, helicopter pilots used 
night vision goggles to ferry the 
men and a battery of 105mm 
howitzers directly from the 
flight deck. 

About 300 Malaysian soldiers 
took part in Ihc raid* securing the 
heaeh and helping to establish a 
fire base before two companies of 
40 Cdo Group were flown deep 
into the jungle 

Bridge blown 

They recce'd and blew up their 
target - a bridge - and successfully 
completed a 20km escape and eva¬ 
sion through dense jungle and 
palm plantations to get back to the 
beach where a holding battle cov¬ 
ered a “tactical backload' 7 to the 
ship. 

The Malaysians involved in the 
exercise were from an army regi¬ 
ment with no experience of landing 
craft operations, and about 50 per 
cent were non swimmers. But they 


Argus back 
from Africa 

RFA ARGUS has returned to 
Portsmouth after standing by 
as a precuationary measure off 
strife-torn Sierra Leone, 

Sea King helicopters of 810 
Squadron were embarked and 
she was equipped as a casual¬ 
ty receiving centre. Following 
evacuation of foreign nation¬ 
als by US forces, and an eas¬ 
ing of tension, it was judged 
that Argus was no longer 
needed off the coast of West 
Africa, 


were specially trained for the raid 
with 40 Cdo Group hy 4 Assault 
Squadron Royal Marines 
(4ASRM) from HMS Fearless. 

Capt Richard Thurstan of 4 
ASRM said: “We spent three or 

■ Turn to back page 
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Oh baby, we’re really home 


Newcastle 
fans turn 
out in 
thousands 

OVER 10,000 people took 
the chance to look round 
HMS Newcastle when the 
newly-refitted Type 42 
destroyer visited her 
home city of Newcastle, 
Main reason for the ship s 
five-day stand-off was to hold 
her rededication ceremony, 
attended by a glittering array 
of guests, including a former 
Cabinet Minister, three admi¬ 
rals, the Lord Mayor of 
Newcastle and five Royal 
Navy captains. 

Chief guest was the ship’s 
sponsor, Lady Silvia Rodgers 
who was accompanied by her 
husband, Lord Rodgers - 
Minister of State for Defence 
at the time the Newcastle was 
launched in 1975, 

Others included Admiral of 
the Fleet Sir Julian Oswald; 
Vice Admiral John Brig- 
stocke, Flag Officer Surface 
Flotilla and Second Sea Lord 
designate; Vice Admiral Sir 
Norman King; and the Lord 
Mayor, Cllr Margaret Nixon, 


Caning threat 
men return 


On May 30, the day after the 
ceremony, the ship exercised 
its Freedom of the City with a 
march from the civic centre to 
Grey's Monument, where the 
salute was taken by the Lord 
Mayor accompanied by the 
ship's Commanding Officer, 
Cdr Nick Lambert, 

On her passage to 
Newcastle the ship hosted GO 
fathers and sons at sea - a 
scheme by which a sailor s 


father or son could spend two 
days at sea. 

HMS Newcastle emerged 
from a £3 million refit in 
Rosyth in November last year 
and has since conducted tri¬ 
als and exercises, included 
the successful first firing 
since her refit of a Sea Dart 
missile. It took place during a 
Joint Maritime Course which 
formed the last part of the 
ship's post-refit trials. 


WHS THE AIR 


FORCE CROSS 


THE ROYAL Marine who with a 
REME craftsman were arrested 
for alleged robbery in Singapore 
have returned to face military pro¬ 
ceedings in Britain. 

Mne Richard Britten and 
Craftsman John king could have 
been given a 14-year jail sentence 
and a caning if they were tried and 
found guilty in Singapore. 

D-Day statue 

SIX HUNDRED wartime veter¬ 
ans paraded in Portsmouth to 
mark the unveiling by the E>uke of 
Kent of the statues of Field 
Marshal Montgomery and an ordi¬ 
nary soldier. The figures stand 
outside the D-Day Museum in 
South sea, and are a permanent 
reminder in the city of the 50th 
anniversary of the Normandy 
landings and of the end of the war. 


LAC MICK Turnbull (left) and AEM Nigel Richards 
get acquainted with their new daughters Jessica 
and Lilly after their ship, HMS Boxer, returned to 
Devonport from a seven-month deployment 

The Type 22 frigate, under her Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Michael Mansergh, had fulfilled busy 
and varied tasks as West Indies Guardship, 
steaming more than 28,000 miles. 

Working with the US Coast Guard, she had- 


been involved in several anti-drugs patrols in the 
region. She had also been on standby to help the 
people of the island of Montserrat under the 
threat of a volcanic eruption. 

While away, Boxers visits have included 12 
islands in the region - among them Bermuda, 
Barbados, the Cayman Islands, Grenada, 
Antigua and Trinidad. Picture: laiphot) siing&r wood 


• An enviable welcome to Newcastle for OM(AW) Paul 
Robertson, from Lisa Brown and Joanne Lewis t and (below) 
HMS Newcastle leaves the Tyne after a memorable visit 

Pictures: LA(PHOT) Mark HipMn, FOSF. 


A HELICOPTER winchman who three times risked his own life in “highly dan¬ 
gerous” conditions to save live men from a sinking cargo ship has been award¬ 
ed the Air Force Cross. 


THE 100 Royal Marines who 
were deployed for the possible 
evacuation of British citizens 
in Zaire have returned to 
Britain amid praise for the way 
they carried out their mission. 

Minister of the Armed Forces, 
Dr John Reid, told the Marines 
and Army personnel who had 
been sent to the region two 
months before that they had been 
highly successful 

"Your presence undoubtedly 
contributed greatly to the stabili¬ 
sation of the region. 11 he said. “I 
commend you on your profession¬ 
alism and display of traditional 
high standards.” 

About 500 Service personnel 
were deployed in Operation 
Determinant as a precautionary 
measure in case the safety of 
Britons in Kinshasa was threat¬ 
ened by civil war. 

Friendly 

Brig Robert Fulton. Comm¬ 
ander of 3 Commando Brigade, 
welcomed the members of 42 Cdo 
and 539 Assault Squadron on their 
return from the former Zaire and 
Gabon. He said: “I am certain that 
the Royal Marines' professional¬ 
ism and training would have 
enabled them to carry out whatev¬ 
er task the Government set them 
in an efficient and friendly fash¬ 
ion.” 

While based at Brazzaville on 
the Congo river, the Marines 
helped the Red Cross to buy 
equipment for a children’s hospi¬ 
tal in Kinshasa. C/Sgt Colin Vo Lit 
organised and took part in a spon¬ 
sored marathon run which raised 
$L000, A similar sum was raised 
by Marines of 42 Cdo at Bickleigh 
Barracks, Plymouth. 


A LA EM Nick Owen was a 
member of HMS Northumber¬ 
land's Lynx flight when it was 
called to the aid of the 
Rumanian ship Covasna, 
foundering in an Atlantic gale 
330 miles south-west of Cape 
Finisterrc. It was his first res¬ 
cue since training. 

Flight commander during the 
operation on January 7 last year 
was Ll Robin Scott, Both he and 
the pilot, Li Kristopher 
Zimmerman - a US Navy officer 
on exchange - have heen awarded 
the Queen’s Commendation for 
Bravery in the Air. 

Force 11 gusts 

Northumberland answered the 
ship's distress call on her way to 
South Atlantic deployment. She 
launched her Lynx in winds gusting 
to Force 11 and waves of over 30ft. 

Seventeen of Covasna's crew 
had abandoned ship in a lifeboat 
and liferaft and had been picked 
up hy a Russian tanker. However, 
four more men and the Master 
were still on board when 
Northumberland's Lynx arrived at 
first light. 

It was decided to winch up the 
stranded sailors, and Nick Owen 
was lowered in wind speeds aver¬ 
aging 45-50 knots and waves which 
were causing the Covasna to rise 
and fall up to 50ft. That attempt 
was called off after Owen was 
nearly hit by the superstructure of 
the violently pitching vessel. 

A five-man liferaft was then low¬ 
ered but was lost hy the cold and 
tired men on the Covasna. Owen 
was again lowered to retrieve the 
tiferatt. and "'oblivious to his own 
safely” unhooked himself from the 
wire so ho could enter the raft to 
recover the drogue. 


This done, he re-attached him¬ 
self to the wire and was lifted out 
of the liferaft while holding the 
recovery drogue. But that attempt 
was abandoned when the liferaft 
broke free in a squall. 

In a third bid to save the men, 
once-only suits and lifejackets 
were lowered in preparation for 
another winch operation using the 
double-lift technique. In the words 
of the AFC citation, “Owen coura¬ 
geously tried to reach the first man 
but soon found that he was in dan¬ 
ger of drowning, 40ft clear of the 
water at one moment and under it 
the next. w 

Double lifting was proving too 
dangerous and Owen was recov¬ 
ered to the aircraft. The five 
Covasna crew were eventually 
recovered using a single-lift tech¬ 
nique. 

LAEM Owen is now a member 
of HMS Beaver flight, and Lt 
Zimmerman is in HMS Newcastle. 
Lt Scott is on course at HMS 
Dryad. 

RM climber 
falls to death 

ROYAL Marine Damian Deeley 
has died after falling during a rock- 
climbing expedition in North 
Wales. 

Mne Dee ley (20) was a member 
of the Commando Logistic 
Regiment based at Chivenor, and 
w r as on a week's training activities 
when the accident happened on 
May 29. At the time, he was climb¬ 
ing a rock face with II companions 
near Llangollen. 

A Sea King rescue helicopter 
from RAF Valley airlifted him to 
hospital, but he was dead on 
arrival. 


Marines 
praised 
for task 
in Zaire 


NATO warships 
out in strength 

SIX MAJOR warships were included in the British line-up for a 
wide-ranging peace support exercise off Portugal. 


Exercise Linked Seas 97 
involved 3 2 nations of NATO's 
military alliance, as well as France, 
in a two-week scenario designed to 
develop the Treaty Organisation's 
new missions and concepts. 

The total of 80 ships taking part 
included the destroyers HMS 
Nottingham and Newcastle; the 
frigates HMS Campbeltown. 
Cornwall and Monmouth; RFA 
Fort Victoria: a British submarine, 
and four mine countermeasures 
vessels, 

15,000 personnel 

Senior British commander at 
sea was Rear Admiral Alan West 
in his NATO role as Commander 
Anti-Submarine Warfare Striking 
Force. 

The participating ships. 75 air¬ 
craft and land forces, involved a 
total of 15,000 NATO personnel. 

The scenario included surveil¬ 
lance, embargo enforcement and 
mine countermeasures at sea, with 
peacekeeping and humanitarian 
assistance ashore. 

After the end of the exercise on 
May 19,45 warships visited Lisbon. 
They included vessels of the 
Standing Naval Forces Atlantic, 
Channel and Mediterranean. 
Among them were HMS Cornwall, 


handing over her STANAVFOR- 
LAMT duty to HMS London; 
HMS Campbeltown, HMS Birm¬ 
ingham and the MCM vessel HMS 
Cat ti stock. 


HAUL-DOWN 
PARTY FOR 
FAMILIES 


HMS CHATHAM families were 
holding a party at home to 
mark the haul-down in Hong 
Kong, in which the ship was 
taking part on June 30. 

The + eve of haul-down' party 
on was being held on June 29 
at the Crownhih Families 
Centre, Plymouth from 4-7pm, 
and ail families of Service per¬ 
sonnel in the Far East in ships, 
submarines or RFAs were wel¬ 
come. 

Chatham families have met 
twice at the Crownhill Centre 
since the Type 23 frigate left on 
deployment in March. 

For details contact organis¬ 
er Nick Bennett on 01752 
770860, 

■ The last patrol - page 4. 
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oteptoe nets a 
nasty piece of 
wartime junk 


COMPENSATION IN QUESTION 


COMPENSATION forex-Servicemen fighting 
a wide range of causes is being investi¬ 
gated by the new Government- 

Foreign Secretary Robin Cook has held 
talks with his Japanese counterpart over pay¬ 
outs for former prisoners of war. A plea for 
£15,000 each made by John Major in 1993 
was rejected. 

There have also been promises to step up 
inquiries into the so-cailed 'Gulf War 
Syndrome’ and look into compensation for 
former sailors suffering from asbestos-relat¬ 
ed diseases. 

A review is being made of last year's 
change in procedure for assessment of pen¬ 
sions for those suffering deafness due to war 
service under which further hearing loss over 
a period of time would not qualify for any 


increase. 

Meanwhile on the 40th anniversary of 
Britain's first hydrogen bomb test the British 
Nuclear Test Veterans Association has set up 
an independent research group to study their 
medical records after years of campaigning 
for compensation for illnesses it claims were 
caused by radiation. 

There have been fresh moves for reviewing 
the cases of servicemen shot for cowardice 
in World War I. 

Broadcaster Ludovic Kennedy wrote to The 
Times calling for restitution for S/Lt Edwin 
Dyett, executed in 1916 while serving with the 
Royal Naval Division in Flanders. 

“Restitution for Edwin Dyett is long over¬ 
due; and for all those others who succumbed 
to the incredible stresses they were obliged 
to endure,’’ he said. 


SKIPPER of a fishing 
vessel which netted a 
live wartime mine off 
Plymouth Sound knew 
exactly what to do - 
thanks to his Royai Navy 
training. 

The skipper of the fv 
Amber, Harry Steptoe, is a 
former CPO Diver, and recog¬ 
nised trouble when he saw it 
tangled in his nets. 

He radioed ashore for help. ;tnd 
it came in the form of disposal 
experts from the Southern Diving 
Team based at Plymouth. They 
untangled the mine, took it away 
and sank it before carrying out a 
controlled explosion. 

A spokesman for the team said: 
“It was a British World War II A 
Mk 9 ground mine containing 
1,1101b of explosives. We don't see 
many of those in these waters, but 
Harry knew just what to do. " 

• See Smiles" cartoon, page 16. 

Duncan 

raises 

youth 

crew 

TEN YOUNGSTERS from 
Dundee and Angus schools 
and youth groups are going 
to sea aboard the sail training 
Association schooners, 
thanks to a Dundee naval 
hero. 

A fund-raising campaign in 
memory of Dundee's famous 
Admiral Lord Duncan, who lifted 
the threat of Napoleanic invasion 
at the Battle of Camperdown, has 
made it possible for the local STA 
group to send more trainees to 
sea this summer than any year 
since the organisation was set up 
in mb. 

The Bicentenary Ginger 
Group, set up to promote the 
200th anniversary of the battle 
has substantially assisted in the 
sponsorship of 10 youngsters. 

The Ginger Group has also 
planned a five-day programme of 
celebrations from October 8-12 
to mark the actual bicentenary of 
the battle on October Nth. 
Among the festivities will be a 
concert by the Royal Scottish 
National Orchestra and a visit lo 
Dundee by RN and Dutch Navy 
Ships as well as a special service 
at Dundee Parish church. 


DRUGS HAUL 

CANNABIS worth £30m 
was seized by Customs 
officers after the tug mv 
Kingston was intercepted 
in the Western 
Approaches 300 miles off 
the UK coast in an opera¬ 
tion supported by an 
unidentified RN warship. 

The tug was later 
brought into Portsmouth 
and two Dutchmen and a 
British subject were 
arrested. It is believed the 
haul had been picked up 
off the North African 
coast. 



THE PREVIOUS Government's decision to 
replace HMY Britannia is under review by 
Labour. 

However, Defence Procurement 
Minister Lord Gilbert told peers that a new 
Royal Yacht was not ruled out and that the 
Ministry of Defence was studying “four or 
five very interesting propsals” which 
would be before Ministers soon. 

• Earliest days: the newly commis¬ 
sioned HMY Britannia with The Queen, 
Prince Philip, Prince Charles and 
Princess Anne on board, escorted home 
from the Mediterranean by HMS Glasgow 
and other units of the Home and 
Mediterranean Fleets. Photo: Roy Palmer, 
HMS Glasgow Old Boys Association, 
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Flagship 

Cornwall 


Coventry's big day out 



THE FRENCH aircraft carrier FS 
Clcmenceau visited Portsmouth 
last month together with ihc 
destroyer FS Duquesne and the 
frigate FS Surcouf, Embarked in 
Clemenceau - which has a ship s 
company of over 2,000 men - was 
the Commander of Task Force 471. 
Rear Admiral J. Celericr. 


□ □ □ 

THE POPPY, known world¬ 
wide as the symbol of The 
Royal British Legion has now 
gone onto the Internet. 
Veterans can search for long 
lost friends and visitors to the 
Web Site can discover informa¬ 
tion about the Legion's origins 
and its charitable work among 
the 15 million British ex-ser¬ 
vice community. The site 
address: <http://www.britishle- 
gion.org.uk>. 

□ □ □ 

INTERESTED in refreshing or 
improving existing skills? New 
Ways of Training through an inter¬ 
active learning facility has arrived 
at HMS DRYAD, You can choose 
how, whal and when to learn from 
a wide range of subjects, via 
interactive Video Instruction, 

□ □ □ 

A NEW multi-million pound 
building that will house the 
Merlin Training Simulators has 
officially been handed over to 
the Royal Navy during a short 
ceremony at RNAS Culdrose. 

□ □ □ 

A VOLUNTEER workforce know 
as Triends of the Mast Pond’ has 
been recoiled to help preserve his¬ 
toric boats belonging lo 
Portsmouth Naval Base Property 
Trust's small craft collection. 
These include a replica of Captain 
Bligh’s boat. 


completes 
the link 

HMS CORNWALL, the 
Devon port-based Type 22 frigate 
returned home last month after 
more than six months with 
NATO's Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic. 

For the first four months she 
was the Force's flag ship and took 
part in the change of command 
ceremony at Devonport in 
January, 

The Dutch Commodore Pieter 
van der Graaf took over from the 
UK's Commodore (now Rear 
Admiral) Andy Gough, and was 
embarked in the Cornwall until 
March. 

The Force, of at least five 
ship’s from various NATO eoum 
tries, then visited Germany, 
Denmark, Norway, Beligum, 
Scotland and Holland and went 
on to Cadiz, Casablanca and 
Lisbon. 

There followed Exercise 
Linked Seas 97, a major maritime 
NATO exercise involving other 
nations including Brazil, which 
simulated a Naval blockade and 
evacuation of a country at civil 
war (see opposite). 


THE LORD Mayor of 
Coventry Cllr Stan Hodson, 
was among a whole host of 
affiliates on a VIP sea day 
held by HMS Coventry. 
Local newspapers, BBC 
Radio and Central 
Television also joined them. 

Visitors were shown a fly¬ 
ing exercise, as well as 
watching the operations 
room in action. They saw a 
full mutli threat exercise 
with incoming missiles 
being shot down by Seawolf 
and Exocet missiles, while 
much effort was put into 
locating an enemy sobma- 
rine. 

The day ended with an 
man overboard exercise. 

The Lord Mayor said 
“People think of the ship as 
part of their city. I have real¬ 
ly had a fantastic day". 

HMS Coventry CO, Cpt 
Paul Lambert said, “We are 
very proud of our strong 
links with the City of 
Coventry, we always enjoy 
having our affiliates on 
board". 

• LQAf Darren Sullivan 
helps Cllr Hodson with the 
use of the 20mm gun. 
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Draftv... The War Drafting Control Office 



=t 


Reserves to 
play an even 
greater role 


THE NAVAL Drafting 
Directorate does much 
more than just drafting 
and one of the less well- 
known, but crucial, sec¬ 
tions is the War Drafting 
Control Office. 

This section is unique to the 
drafting organisation arid is 
responsible for co-ordinating 
the allocation of RN active 
service and reservist rating 
manpower to crisis and war 
billets, as well as being respon¬ 
sible for administering all 
Royal Naval and Royal 
Marines ex-regular rating and 
other-rank reservists. 

The emphasis on manpower 
planning continues to be towards 
an out-of-area crisis, as the likeli¬ 
hood of a full war breaking out at 
short notice is considered low. 



Crisis manpower 

From May to November of last 
year, the NDP played a major part 
m Exercise REGEN a Navy¬ 



wide manpower regeneration 
exercise conducted in real time 
over six months. 

It tested lhe Crisis Operational 
Drafting and as many have been 
aware, involved the manpower and 
training of administrative staff of 
most establishments. 

As you read this, the MOD is 
planning another six-month exer¬ 
cise, on "the same lines as REGEN 
‘96, in about two years time, but 
this one will he Tri-Service and on 
a much bigger scale. 

Such Tri-Service exercises 
require much detailed planning 
and the involvement of personnel, 
but should prove excellent value. 

Reserve Acts 

The new Reserve Forces Act, 
which came into force in April, 
provides considerably more flexi¬ 
bility in the use of Reserves than 
RFA f 80 and makes the role of 
reserve forces more relevant to 
today's needs. 

The new act covers men and 
women and allows Reserves to be 
used, for example, for UN peace¬ 
keeping operations, something 
which could never have happened 
under the old Act. 

As a result of the new legisla¬ 
tion, ex-regular Reserves have 
taken on a new structure. 

For ratings and other ranks, the 
old Royal Fleet Reserve (non¬ 
commissioned) and the old 
Pensioner Reserve has all been 
called the Recall Reserve, or RR 
for short. 

So, which Reserve Forces Act 
are personnel subject to? 

The new powers apply only to 
those who join the Services on or 
after April 1. 1997. Consequently, 
all those who were reservists on 
that date assumed a special status 
and became knew as transitional 
members, as did those who were in 



regular, active service on March 31 
and who will eventually have a 
reserve liability. 

The 1980 Act and the 19% Act 
will therefore he in force together 
for many years. A current reservist 
or regular who wishes to accept 
the full liabilities of the 1996 Act 
may do so by electing to cease to 
be a transitional member and this 
option is offered to all ratings and 
other ranks during the their 
release routine. 

The pros and cons of each are 
made available to individuals at 
that time. 

Liability 

Under I he new legislation, total 
reserve liability will normally be 
six years. Whether I his is served in 
the RFR(NC) or the RR basically 
depends on whether or not the rat¬ 
ing or other rank has completed 22 
years service. 

Full details are provided to indi¬ 
viduals at the appropriate time. 
Under RFA '811 it is three years tor 
transitional members of the 
RFR(NC) and until 55 years of 
age for the RR, 

Full time 

RFA 96 provides for a new type 
of service to enable members of 
the RFR(NC), RR or RNR to be 
employed on a voluntary basis, in 
peacetime, either full-time or part 
time, depending on Service 


requirements. 

Service can be for up to two 
years and in each case a formal 
agreement will be made between 
the RN and the reservist con¬ 
cerned. If an when these require¬ 
ments arise T m reservists will nor¬ 
mally be troweled for volunteers but 
individuals may always indicate 
their availability if they wish. 

Although not associated with 
the new legislation, there are now 
also opportunities for some cate¬ 


gories of Reserve personnel to join 
the regular service for 2-year 
engagements under the Special 
Short Service Engagement 
Scheme, 

All interested reservists should 
contact the Registrar (RTC for 
RNR members) or Armed Forces 
careers office for further details. 

A parallel scheme exists for 
reserve officers to join under the 
terms of the Special Short Service 
Commission (SSSC). 


THE WAR DRAFTING TEAM 

THE WAR Drafting team, with thetr Centurion extension numbers are: 


WDC0 and Registrar of Reserves, U Cdr Nigel Parry 2384 

Assistant WDCO/Offlce Manager, POWWTR Katrina Plummer 2106 
Office Writer, WTR Richard Briggs 2485 

RESERVES ADMINISTRATION 

RN Pensioners, Mrs Pauline Bennett 2046 

RN RFR (A*K) Mrs Mary Parry 2253 

RN RFR (L-Z) Miss Lisa Whltcher 2199 

RM RFR/Pensioners, Mrs Gall Brooker 2513 

RFR Annual Reporting, Mr Ron Harley 2252 

CHANGES TO THE WE DRAFTING TEAM 

DT Drafting Commander, Cdr Garth Manning 2495 

OtC Drafting Officer, Lt Cdr Bob Wilier 2452 

AD1W SR Drafting 1/C Desk, POWWTR Tracey Newell 2529 

ADI W1 Drafter, LWEM Drafter LWWTR Anita Allen 2511 

ADI W2 WEM Drafter, WWTR Louise Wright 2529 


ROYAL TOUrntm TJcmO£££R 

m j royal loumHEM $ mmc a s mm price wc& offSR for service personnel for 
m mmt Am emm mfowmcB on 


nteSMY fSW MY TO fWfiY im MY tNCLUWB 

mu in.oo ms dow to a^so mo auso oown to asso. 


fftOTS AT IS DO Am 425.00 FOR 1HE ROYAL ENCLOSURE ARE WOT ffiCOmm) 

to sock mm com® m m on m on 0f)l 249 0244 Am Qum 

FORCES Otscom" T0 VCKtR WCOtiW 

MYHWS GAN B£ EY ACCESS / VISA / AMERICAN EXPRESS / mCH 
IAN ftp IRANSAOUON FEE IS APWI£& PERmEPWNB ZOOiCfNQ) 

m DEFER CtOStf ON W MY AWD IS SWECJ TO AVAimm. 


CREDIT CARD NEWS 



The above Credit Cards will not be accepted on orders of less than £5. 

Please debit my ........ ..carcf 

My order is attatched for..... 

Cardholders Name:.... 

Cardholders Address:. 


Number Switch Issue No. 


Tin I I I I I I II ITTTT 


Expiry Date 


Cardholders Signature 


Amount 


Hong Kong pursuit craft in final formation 



• Royal Marines race the six fast pursuit craft from the Hong Kong Squadron ships Peacock, Plover and Starling through Rocky 
Harbour f Hong Kong, folio wed by a Wessex from 28 (AC) Squadron based at Kai Tak , 
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Shins of the Roval Navv 


No 500 




Battle 

honours 


BARFLEUR 

1692 

VIGO 

1702 

GIBRALTAR 

1704 

VELEZ MALAGA 


1704 

PASSERO 

1718 

PORTO NOVO 

1759 

DARDANELLES 


1915-16 

ATLANTIC 

1939 

DUNKIRK 

1940 


• New addition - Type 23 frigate HMS Grafton joins the Fourth Frigate Squadron in Portsmouth . 



Doing 

Grafton’s 

way 


T HERE is a saying among 
the ship’s company of the 
Navy's latest warship - 
do things the Grafton way. 

That, according to her first com¬ 
manding officer, Commander Nick 
Stanley, is doing things with pro¬ 
fessionalism and enthusiasm, 
drawing on a line of seven earlier 
Graftons stretching back more 
than 3CXJ years. 

The first four, between the years 
1679 and 1816, were ships of the 
line, with the first being command¬ 
ed at one point by the 27-year-old 
Duke of Grafton himself. Between 
them they won a number of hon¬ 
ours from the Mediterranean to 
the Indian Ocean. 

A gap of almost 80 years was 
ended in 1892 with the launch of 
the fifth, an Edgar-class cruiser, 
which served in the China Fleet, 
and during the war saw service in 
the Atlantic, Mediterranean, Red, 
Black and North Seas, She was 
scrapped in 1919, 

The sixth Grafton was the short¬ 
est-lived; the G-class destroyer 
commissioned in 1936 and spent 
much of the Spanish Civil War 
evacuating refugees and undertak¬ 
ing neutrality patrols off the 
Spanish coast. 

In the Second World War 
Grafton operated from Devon port 
and Harwich, and successfu 


evacuated 860 troops to Dover 
from Dunkirk on May 27, 1940. 
The following day; with another 
80S) on board, she was torpedoed 
while rescuing survivors of a 
sunken destroyer. 

Only four died, and everyone 
else was rescued. The ship was 
scuttled by gunfire. 

The seventh Grafton was the 
first to miss out on military action 
- though the Type 14 frigate did 
see some rough stuff in the Cod 
Wars off Iceland before she was 
scrapped in 1971, 

And so to the current Grafton, 
one of the most capable warships 
in the world. 

Designed primarily as a special¬ 
ist anti-submarine platform - for 
which reason she is one of the qui¬ 
etest warships in the worm - 
Grafton has a range of weaponry 
and sensors which make her a pow¬ 
erful addition to the Fleet, from 
the defensive Scawolf missile to 
the Harpoon and Sea Skua mis¬ 
siles, Stingray torpedo and 4.5in 
gun. 

T he largest department on 
board is the Warfare depart¬ 
ment, around 72 in number, 
who fight, maintain and navigate 
the ship, as well as looking to sea¬ 
manship and husbandry. 

The 44-strong Marine 
Engineering department provides 
motive power, hotel services and 



weapons support, including light¬ 
ing, power, water and heating. 

In electric motor drive the ship 
is remarkably quiet, increasing the 
chances of detecting submarines 
while decreasing the likelihood of 
being heard herself. 

W hen a sudden turn of 
speed is called for, the 
Rolls-Royce gas turbines 
and gearboxes are clutched in, giv¬ 
ing a 25.5 megawatt boost. 

The ship’s company is complet¬ 
ed by the Weapon Engineering, 
Executive and Supply depart¬ 
ments, the latter responsible for a 
store of 11,000 items worth £6m. 
Since her delivery to the Navy 
last November, Grafton has under¬ 
taken preliminary safety training 
under Flag Officer Sea Training, 
completed trials, and visited her 
affiliated town of Ipswich. 

After further sea training, and 
more programmed visits (see page 
20), Grafton will commence her 
first operational deployment next 
summer. 



Facts and figures 


Class: Type 23 frigate 
Pennant number: F80 
Builder: Yarrows, Glasgow 
Launched: November 5, 
1994 

Commissioned : May 29 r 

1997 

Displacement: 3,500 tonnes 
Length: 133 metres 
Beam: 16.1 metres 
Draught: 7.3 metres 
Ship’s company: 174(16 
officers), with accommoda¬ 
tion for 188 
Machinery: CODLAG 
(Combined Diesel Electric 


and Gas Turbine): two Rolls 
Royce Spey SM1C gas tur¬ 
bines; four Paxman Valenta 
diesels; two GEC motors; 
two shafts, two fixed-pitch 
propellers 

Speed: 28 knots, 15kts on 
diesel-electric 

Range: 7,800 miles at 15kts 
Armaments: Vertical-launch 
Seawolf missiles. Harpoon 
missiles, 4.5in Mk8 gun, two 
30mm close-range guns, 
Stingray torpedoes and air- 
launched Sea Skua missiles 
Sensors: Type 996 air-sur- 


veiflance and target indica¬ 
tion radar, Type 1007 navi¬ 
gation and surface warning 
radar, Type 911 trackers, 
Type 1010 surveillance 
radar, Type 2050 sonar 
Affiliations: the Duke of 
Grafton, the Worshipful 
Company of Dyers, the 
Borough of Ipswich, 4 
Regiment Army Air Corps, 
617 Squadron RAF, 
Cambridge University RN 
Unit, IS Orwell Sea Cadet 
Corps, Ipswich RNA 
Sponsor: Lady Abbott 


The seventh Grafton - a Btackwood-ctass frigate of the 20th Frigate Squadron at Spithead in 1964. 
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Letters 



No regrets, 
Auckland 


TO POMEA Chilcotl, who 
apparently sounds disillusioned by 
what he has experienced on join¬ 
ing the RNZN, I would like to say 
this. 

From the end of World War II 
through to the mid-fifties hun¬ 
dreds of us on being demobbed 
from the RN were attracted by the 
intense recruiting campaign being 
conducted by the RNZN during 
that time. 

Like you, many of us on arriving 
in New Zealand were disillusioned 
by the conditions existing in the 
RNZN at that time and by life in 
New Zealand in general 

The overwhelming majority of 
us kept our drips’ on the mess- 
decks, served our engagements, 
settled in New Zealand - and now 
in our old age we have no regrets. 

Perhaps in the fullness of time, 
hopefully, you will be able to say 
the same. - J.Campbell, 
Auckland, New Zealand, 


Father sewed 


ministry 

IT WAS a pleasant surprise 
indeed to see not one but two let¬ 
ters from members of HMS 
Fearless's first commission - from 
our captain, Capt Hugh Corbett, 
and chaplain, the Rev J.C. Venus. 

I well remember one wag on 
board pointing out when reading 
Daily Orders where it was noted 
that the latter was joining us: 
"With those initials he won't need 
a boat to bring him aboard - he 
should he able to walk across the 
water. 1 ' 

John Venus was a much-loved 
chaplain who was always available 
to everyone and he did invaluable 
work in his ministry. - J.Bowden, 
Yatton, Somerset, 


l WAS so pleased to read 
Mrs M.Duggett’s letter 
about internment in Stanley 
Camp, Hong Kong and to 
see the accompanying pho¬ 
tograph of the flag raising 
ceremony. 

The man who had the great 
honour of raising that flag was 
my father, Raymond Jones, a 
former Navy man who had 
been a prison warder at Hong 
Kong and was a member of the 
Hong Kong Volunteer Force at 
the time of the invasion. 

As a pregnant woman, my moth¬ 
er had earlier been evacuated to 
Australia and I was born in Sydney. 

Father had stitched the flag into 
his mattress and slept on it for the 
duration of his imprisonment. 
After the liberation the photo¬ 
graph appeared on the front page 
of many newspapers in the UK. 

He died at the age of 51 in 1956 
and it was only later that I became 
aware of the photograph and the 
story behind it. 

Many times I have looked at the 
faces of those present on that day 
and wondered where some of them 
might be now - especially those 
who were children at the time. 

It has been a great thrill and a 
pleasure to have made contact 
with Mrs Doggett as a result of her 
letter in your paper. 

Last October, on a visit to Hong 
Kong, the Superintendent of 
Stanley Prison gave me and my 
husband permission to visit the site 
of that flag raising ceremony. The 
lamp post used still stands in the 
same place and I had a few proud 
moments stood on that self same 


flag into 
mattress 
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spot remembering my father. - R. 
Shaw, Nottingham. 

People 

power 

RESURGAM, which sank off the 
Welsh coast on passage to 
Portsmouth in 1880, is described 
as the world's first engine-pow¬ 
ered submarine. 

In 1864 the American Federal 
Fleet was seriously threatened by 
the Confederate Navy with a new 
weapon - a 30ft spar torpedo. 

A submersible, the CSS Hu nicy, 
scored a direct hit under water on 
the 1,264 ton frigate USS 
Housatonic which sank rapidly. 
The CSS Hun ley was also flooded 
through an open hatch, was 
sucked through the hole she had 
blown in Housatonic's side and 
sank also. All hands perished. 

I wondered wnether CSS 
Hunley was engine-powered 15 
years before the Resurgam? - 
G.Pickup, Cosham, Hants. 

CSS Hunley was driven by a 
hand-cranked propeller, manned 
by a crew of eight. During trials 
she had sunk and been recov¬ 
ered three times , killing a total of 
23 men. Her last crew had been 
tempted by the promise of a huge 
bounty. - Ed. 


Macbeth and 
a mystery 
mail drop 

IN THE summer of 1942 I was a signalman serving in 
HMS Macbeth, a Shakespearean class trawler. 


New wave 
of tankers 


C.J.A.CQPE's disparaging 
remarks asbout the choice of 
names for the fast fleet tankers 
(May edition) ignore the fact that 
the previous RFA Wave Knight 
and Wave Ruler in different ways 
demonstrated the high profession¬ 
al standards which embody the 
RFA sprvire’ 

Wave Ruler's 38 days off 
Iceland during the First Cod War, 
in almost unbroken severe weath¬ 
er conditions, was the longest spell 
of duty undertaken by an RFA 
during that dispute. 

Wave Knight, during the 
Korean War, managed to com¬ 
mence pumping fuel to HMCS 
Athabascan just 105 seconds after 
the tiring of the first pilot line. 

On another occasion, in atro¬ 
cious weather, the same ship 
undertook a marathon six hour 
night RAS with the freighting 
tanker RFA OrangeleaL 

This came immediately prior to 
a 16-day NATO exercise during 
which she refuelled 55 ships. 

These achievements may not be 
unique but must surely justify their 
perpetuation in the names of the 
new vessels. — J.W.Wise, 
Gravesend. 


Wc sailed from Reykjavik on 
a beautiful sunny day on a flat 
calm sea. The CO presented 
me with a brown paper parcel 
in which I found a very large 
“Stars and Stripes” and four 
white ensigns. 

These ships had a bridge house 
and he told me to find some tin- 
tacks and a hammer and tack "Old 
Glory' down on the roof so it could 
be seen from the air. Then 1 was 
told to stand by to hoist the four 
white ensigns as ‘battle ensigns*. 

Some time later we heard the 
sound of aircraft engines and I was 
told to hoist. A US Catalina flying 
boat circled us, alighted on the 
w f ater and taxied to about a cable's 
length from us. 

The First Lieutenant was rowed 
over to the aircraft and was hand¬ 
ed a cardboard box, about 40 cm 
square. 

The aircraft took off and wc 
returned to Reykjavik. A car came 
down to our berth and the First 
Lieutenant was driven away 
clutching the box. 

It didn't appear heavy enough 
to contain cypher books. There 
were several other routes available 
for quick deliveries. We all won¬ 
dered what was in that box that 
was so oddly delivered. Is there 
someone out there who knows? - 
D.R.G.White, Harrow. 

Crowning 

story 

I WAS in the Navy from 1953 to 
1976 and I have always been curi¬ 
ous to know why, when The 
Queen came to the throne, the 
crown we used to wear changed 
from the upright, narrow version 
to the wide, squat type, 

I was told at the time that this 
denoted the difference between a 
king and a queen. Is this true or 
were wc being bamboozled? - 
A.FJohns, Dorchester. 

Quite true - the Royal Crown 
as portrayed on badges, buttons 
etc is currently the St Edwards 
crown with a depression in centre 
top like the upper part of a heart 
in the playing card, denoting a 
female monarch. The crown for a 
King is the dome shaped Tudor 
crown. The Naval crown, show¬ 
ing the sterns of one-and-two- 
halves sailing ships, dates back 
at least to 1746 and is also incor¬ 
porated in the authorised badge 
of the Merchant Navy. - Ed. 

LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspon¬ 
dent's name and address, 
not necessarily for publi¬ 
cation. 


Under two 
badges 

I AM an ex-Booty married to an 
ex-Jenny who seven years ago after 
16 years with the Corps left to join 
the Army as an Ammunition 
Technician (ATO). I have there¬ 
fore worn the Globe and Laurel 
with shoulder flashes and then the 
non-RM dark blue wafer with red 
dagger. 

Could someone tell me why the 
photograph of Lt Marcus Taylor 
on the cover of May edition shows 
him wearing both? Have the regs 
changed since I left? 

Incidentally, on my discharge 
interview from the the Army after 
23 years' total service my Colonel 
asked how I had found the Army 
after the Corps. 1 told him that as 
far as I was concerned I was still a 
Royal Marine who because of 
technical specialisation had to 
wear a different coloured beret 
and badge. 

To give Lt Col N.Lampard his 
due there was no sense of humour 
failure and possibly the best send- 
off I could have asked for. No 
regrets for my time in either 
branch of the services! - 
J.N,Penrose-Stupart, 
Friockheim, Angus. 

Under new regulations intro¬ 
duced this year both badges are 
now worn on combat uniform. - 
Ed. 

Feathers 

flying 

SEEING D.F.Tyler’s letter about 
white feathers, I too was presented 
with one in Woo I worth's in 
Gloucester while on leave from 
HMS Prince of Wales following 
the Bismarck action in May 1941. 

I took it home and showed my 
mother and sister. My mother 
went frantic. I did understand as 
she had lost her only brother in 
World War I. 

I did not feel any hate against 
the woman as she may well have 
lost loved ones, too. * 

A.VGodding, DidcoL 



Packet 
of three 


THERE are three County 
Class cruisers In your 
photo of Hong Kong har¬ 
bour in the 1930s (March 
issue) which were very 
unusual in that their upper 
deck was also the main 
deck. 

1 was in the Cumberland, 
the first of the class, from 
1927-29, I was in the 
steaming crew from 
Barrow-in-Furness to 
Chatham and due to the 
funnel fumes on the bridge 
it was decided to heighten 
the funnels by 15 ft which 
made them look rather 
ugly. 

Also, when in Grand 
Harbour, Malta en route to 
China, we were moored 
head astern and the wind 
on those funnels gave a 
very peculiar screwing 
motion to the ship. - Bill 
Cutting, RedhilL 

• HMS Cumberland 
before her funnels were 
raised - after which she 
was known as ‘One Player 
and two Willie Woodbines'. 


































Shades of the Marie Celeste? 


Vanguard’s 
failed raid 
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Special Short 
Service won’t 
mean longer 
rosters wait 


WITH ONE or two exceptions, it is now quite apparent that most branches within the RN 
have extremely long waiting times on their advancement rosters. 


However, many Able Rates 
and Leading Hands are pre¬ 
pared to study hard to take 
professional examinations and 
nut in consistently good per¬ 
formances in the workplace to 
improve their standing on the 
roster. 

It was therefore with great dis¬ 
may that 1 read DCI(RN)32/97 
and discovered that the Command 
have, in their wisdom, decided to 
offer transfers to the Open 
Engagement to those members of 
the RNR who, having enlisted on 
the two year Special Short Service 
engagement, wish to pursue a full 
lime career in the RN, 

Fine, hut what about the rest of 
us who have been waiting for years 
to be advanced, only to discover 
that a Leading Hand(RNR) with 
two years' experience derived from 
weekends away from their real job 
in civvy street has been advanced 
ahead of us? 

A charitable view would be that 
long rosters and the consequent 
long waiting time are just a sign of 
the limes. However, this new tactic 
of employing l part timers' seems 
not only detrimental to an already 
poor level of morale within the 
Junior Ranks, but hypocritical in 
so far as this policy has come from 
the very Command whose promo¬ 
tional ladder seems to have been 
stifled considerably less than ours. 
- Wtrl M. Elton, FOSF, 
DevonporL 

Director of Naval Manning 
replies: 


Wtr Ebon paints a rather dismal 
and misleading picture of the 
effects of DCI(RM) 32/97 (Special 
Short Service Commissions and 
Engagements for Ex Regular and 
Volunteer Reservists SSSC/SSSE). 
In fact the reverse is true. 

The SSSE is a is a useful addi¬ 
tion to the Ratings' structure. It 
allows the Navy's manpower plan¬ 
ners to fill gaps and reduce the 
excessive workloads gapping caus¬ 
es. Entry under this scheme will be 
dependent upon Manning and 
Drafting needs; Branch 
Man angers in the Directorate of 
Naval Manning and Naval 
Drafting Division will have to be 
convinced that entry is in the best 
interests of the Service, This will 
take into account the level of gap¬ 
ping, skill shortage and promo¬ 
tion/advancement prospects in 
each branch. 

The RN advances to 
Requirement. Thus, as a gap at 
Leading Hand or Petty Officer 
level appears, it will be automati¬ 
cally filled by the rating at the top 
of the roster. As long as rosters arc 
not dry, there will he no need to 
employ SSSE ratings as Leading 
Hands or Petty Officers. Therefore 
SSSE LH/POs would be recruited 
only in the event of a dry roster 
and then only if a severe skill short¬ 
age had been identified. Ff such a 
shortage continued to exist, an 
SSSE LH/PO is more likely to be 
offered another two year SSSE 
rather than an Open Engagement. 

Wtr Elton will therefore deduce 
roster lengths will not be increased 


by SSSE. Additionally, he will 
realise the offer of an Open 
Engagement to an SSSE rating will 
only rarely be made. Such an offer 
would seldom, if ever, be made to 
an SSSE rating other than for entry 
as an Able Seaman. 

SSSE is neither "detrimental'' 
nor “stifling" in its effect on ros¬ 
ters, it should have a positive effect 
on morale if we accept it as one of 
a number of measures to alleviate 
gapping, SSSE is a valuable tool 
which has benefits for all, not least 
for a Reservist keen to contribute 
even more of his/her time and 
expertise to the RN. 

Roll call in 
Resource 

SEEING your article about the 
RFA Resource finishing her oper¬ 
ational life brought back memo¬ 
ries of the old Resource. 

In May 1941 she was berthed 
alongside No 6 Shed in Alexandria 
harbour and all the Naval sur¬ 
vivors from our ships lost at Crete 
were landed there to be taken on 
board, 

I was a Writer at the time and 
was sent to lake their names as 
they came up the gangway so we 
could piece together who was 
missing. 

The Gloucester, Kelly, 
Greyhound, Kashmir, Juno and 
Fiji were sunk and I think there 
were about 2,000 missing, 

-D.Owen, Denby. 


I MUCH enjoy your splendid photographs of the ships of today 
and while I understand and accept that things change I am 
always struck by the absence of any sign of life, however fine 
the weather. 

When I was a young sailor we spent most of our spare time 
loafing on the upper', draped over the guardrails and sat on 
the breakwater like a line of sparrows. 

To illustrate this I enclose a photograph taken from HMS 
Warspite showing HMS Valiant (my ship) and two of our 
destroyer screen. Astern is Intrepid and close in is Queen 
Olga, festooned with her people sunning themselves and tak¬ 
ing the Mediterranean air. 

It was no cruise, though - we were all on our way to bom¬ 
bard Reggio. This handsome pair of destroyers were both 
sunk two months later, - Lt Cdr J.Cooper, Fareham. 

Maybe todays lean-manned ships leave little opportunity for 
loafing on the upper - Ed. 


Trees for 
the Hunts 

1 READ with great interest the IN 
BRIEF' note in June's paper of the 
Korean Veterans project in the 
National Memorial Arboretum at 
Crux a 11, as did many members of 
the 1st Destroyer Flotilla 
Association. 

A number have since contacted 
me to say they believe your readers 
might like to know of our own ven¬ 
ture. 

The Association has made 
donations for the planting of trees 
in memory of the 19 Hunt Class 
destroyers of the Royal, Free 
French, Norwegian and Polish 
navies and their ship’s companies 
lost in World War 11. 

We have managed to gather 
together the names of all those lost 
when their ships were sunk to be 
placed in the Book of 


Remembrance. 

In addition a further 211 trees 
have been donated by individuals, 
some from as far as New Zealand, 
- J.Goulder, Glen Parva, Leics. 

Well met In 
Malaysia 

WHILE on holiday in Malaysia we 
were thrilled to meet Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines and their fami¬ 
lies on leave from the Five Nations 
alliance exercise at the Ferriughi 
Beach Hotel, Penang. 

Thankyou for your company, it 
took us hack a few yearn. We feel it 
has to be said you are a credit to 
the Service. - C.Orchard, Dover, 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accompa¬ 
nied by the correspondent's 
name and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for publication. 


Vanguard stirred my memories of 
her, too. 

1 first saw her in the year 1951 as 
she lay in Portland Harbour. I 
being on a camping holiday at 
Preston. 

The next sighting was at 
Invergorden in the following 
year. 1 had, as an RFR, joined 
HMS Broadsword and we lay not 
too far away from her so I sup¬ 
pose we were the most likely tar¬ 
get for what happened. 

Two midshipmen from 
Vanguard were detailed to get 
aboard us and remove the deck 
log from the ship. 

Unfortunately for them. 
Guns’ was the Officer of the Day 
and he quickly realised what they 
were about and got the ratings on 
the lop deck to prevent them get¬ 
ting away. 

The Broadsword had just fin¬ 
ished Captain Ds inspection, so 
i he iron deck and the area round 
about had all been painted and 
after the passage to Invergordon 
needed to be polished and the 
salt stains removed. 

The two midshipmen were 
therefore put to work under the 
supervision of gangway staff and 
otner ratings. 

-Guns' had ordered 
Vanguard’s launch away and sent 
a signal to the battleship to say 
we had captured their two young 
officers who would be returned 
after suitable 'ransom' had been 
paid. 

The Broadsword sailed with 
Vanguard on two occasions - 
from Invergordon to Guroek 
around the north of Scotland and 
then on a courtesy visit to 
Rotterdam. - E-W.Swarm, 
Kingsley, Northampton. 
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Natocars are renowned for the generous discounts 
given to entitled personnel for Tax Free ear purchase. 
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NOW, WHETHER SHIP OR SHORE BASED 
OVERSEAS, YOU CAN ENJOY THESE 
DISCOUNTS FOR IMMEDIATE USE IN THE UK. 

Natocars have negotiated a pricing structure with their 
manufacturers that is lower than that used by 
conventional U.K, dealers, giving Tax Paid savings of 
up to 19% on a full U,K, specification vehicle. 

All you need to do is order your ear whilst out of the 
UK and we’ll meet you with it on your return home! 
You can arrange to part exchange your car while you 
are away (we value by post), enjoy a low finance rate 
with repayment protection, receive an extra car 
insurance discount and, subject to status, gain 
instantly a maximum 60-65% no claims bonus. 
Everything can be conducted with complete 
confidence through Natocars’ telephone, postal and 
fax service, perfected by more than 30 years' 
experience. 

Full details are contained in the new Natocars Guide 
to Car Buying', sent free together with your choice of 
new car brochures. 

Alternatively, we offer a quality guaranteed used car 
scheme with 14 day, no quibble, exchange promise, 

FREEPHONE FROM: Germany - 01 3085 9896. 
Holland - 06022 9806. Belgium - 0800 14310. 
Cyprus - 0809 1058. 

TELEPHONE: Other Areas - 01278 455555. 

Fax - 01278 450396 or CLIP THE COUPON. 


Please send me the Natocars Buying and Price Guide, car brochures of my choice, plus other information as shown 




Rank: 


Initials: 


Surname: 


Address: 


let. - work:_ 

home:_ 

I am interested in: Make l Model 


. Fax: 


Tax Paid Cars [ \ 

Tax Free Cars I | 
Used Cars [ 

Part Exchange | 
Anticipated delivery date 
For use in {Country): 


Finance Plans □ 
Car Insurance 1 

Car Deposit 
Savings Plan 1 

NN/TPAID3 


NATOCARS 

NATOCARSLTD - WYLDS R D * BR / DGWATE R * SOM E R S ET - TAG 4 DG * Tel: 0 12 78 4555 55 










































f NEWS, JULY mi 



People in the News 




TWO MEMBERS of HMS 
Southampton^ ship's company 
have cause to remember their 
time on patrol in the Gulf, 

MEM Peter Hall (above) 
won a Commander in Chief’s 
commendation for aiding a 
man injured in a high-speed 
boat collision; MEM Hall's 
quick-thinking, decisive action 
and outstanding leadership 
were praised, 

MEM Hall now serves at the 
Fire Ground at Horsca Island. 

Meanwhile, CPO(Sea) 
Hutchinson (below) completed 
his 100th Replenishment at Sea 
(RAS) for the Type 42 destroy¬ 
er with RFA Bayleaf, and his 
citation commented that the 
100th T like the previous 99, was 
carried out with the iL skiU and 
professionalism which is the 
hallmark of all seamanship evo¬ 
lutions” undertaken by him. 



• Letting fly - Rear Admiral John Me Anally, Flag Officer Training and Recruiting, at the Soak a Sailor staff Picture: la(phot) Arne Shaw. 

Sailors in firing line 


News 
in Brief 


THE CASE of the missing sword 
has still not been solved. 

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Julian 
Oswald’s ceremonial sword - 
passed to him by his father 
Captain George Oswald after see¬ 
ing service during World War II - 
was left on a train between 
Portsmouth and London. 

The sword also featured at the 
weddings of Sir Julian and his 
father, which is why he took out 
lost and found advertisements to 
try to recover the family heirloom, 

□ □ □ 

FORMER Flag Officer 
Portsmouth Rear Admiral 
David Bawtree has been 
appointed chairman of the 
Warrior Preservation Trust. 

Warrior, the Victorian iron¬ 
clad warship which revolu¬ 
tionised ship design, cele¬ 
brates ten years in Portsmouth 
this summer. 

Captain David Newbury RN 
is to succeed Captain Fraser 
Morgan as Warrior s chief 
executive and captain in 
October, 


□ □ □ 



SAILORS were in the firing 
line at HMS Sultan’s summer 
show - but it was all in a good 
cause. 

Despite showery conditions, a 
record crowd of more than 10,000 
visited the Gosport show over the 
weekend, and organisers hope that 
last year’s total of £15,000 will be 
passed. 

The money will be distributed 
between Naval and local charities. 

Main arena events included dis¬ 


plays by birds of prey, Ministiy of 
Defence police dogs, the Royal 
Navy free-fall parachute display 
team, and the Monster Action 
Stunt Display Team, 

The Volunteer Cadet Corps 
field gun competition over the two 
days was run by HMS Sultan VCG, 
and the show dosed each day to 
the sound of the Band of the Royal 
Marines, Portsmouth. 

Sultan personnel ran a village fete 
within the show, including the popu¬ 
lar Soak a Sailor, in which voiun- 


Would you like a 
Naval Penfriend? 

A ten word advertisement 
in this column costs from as 
little as £9 . 

WRJTEMESSAGE HERB (MAX tOWDS) 


HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message (10 Words), enclose 
cheque/PO for £0 and send to: l Penfriend$\ Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POl 3HH. Replies to your box number wilt be forwarded on 
daily. (Payment by credit car d/a witch please use coupon on page 4) 
HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly in the 
bottom left hand comer. The letter should then be enclosed In a 
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 

Name:. 

Address... 


25 YEAR OLD female, new in 
Plymouth, seeks male sailor 25-30 for 
friendship/relationshlp. BOX July 1 
ATTRACTIVE FEMALE seeks 
correspondence with lalIGSOH 
Sailor/Marine 33-40. BOX July 2 
NICOLA, CUDDLY 5 6" likes 
walking, horses, holidays, seeks 
penpals 25-40. BOX July 3 
EXCITING S W EDI SH/ American 
blonde seeks Royal Marines and Sailors 
for correspondence, BOX July 4 
CLARE, 28 Portsmouth. Long 
blonde hair, tall, seeks genuine male 
naval penpal. BOX July 5 
SARAH, 28, seeks caring male 
penfriend for friendship and 
fun! BOX July 6 

MALE, Ex R.N (invalided) seeks 
Wren, Sports, GSOH, lives 

IOM. BOX July 7 


NURSING SISTER, 45, seeks 
naval officer, letters, laughs 
and? BOX July 8 

SIMON, 41, army reserve, seeks 
wren pen friends 25-40 for 

friendship, BOX July 9 
WENDY, BRUMMIE, 33, wicked 
SOH seeks single male forces penpal 
28-35. BOX July 10 
LIZZIE, 25, single, attractive 
brunette, GSOH, adventurous, seeks 
male penfriends. BOX July II 
FEMALE 19, seeks Sailor/Marine 
tor fun & friendship, GSOH. Photo 
please. BOX July 12 
TWO FUN loving girls (34 & 43) 
seek TLC from two like minded men. 
BOX July 13 

LOVING, ATTRACTIVE, 

intelligent lady (Somerset 
Based) seeks similair gentleman 
(45+). Box July 14 


EX CPO, 64 smoker, divorced, 
drinker would like to hear from lady, 
Lancashire Yorkshire. Box July 15 
KIM, DIVORCED female, 39yrs, 
brunette seeks similar navy 

marines. Box July 16 
SUE, 36, slim, brunette, seeks sailor 
or marine penpal 30-38. Box July 17 
DIVORCED LADY with 2 children 
late 3fl T s and lonely. Box July 18 
ATTRACTIVE SINGLE mum, 31, 
GS OH, see ks officer a nd 
a gentleman for friendship/ 
relationship. BOX July 19 
39yrs INDEPENDENT MUM, blue 
eyes, fair hair, cuddly wants to 
correspond with 40-50yrs honest, 
caring, mate. BOX July 20 
ATTRACTIVE, PROFESSIONAL 
female, 24, seeks male penfriends, 
photo if poss. BOX July 21 
ATTRACTIVE GRADUATE, 26, 
GSOH, into sailing, seeks 
officer for correspondence/ 
friendship. BOX July 22 


PERSONAL 


ATTRACTIVE AIR HOSTESS 

(35yrs) seeks dashing naval 
officer for air/sca relationship. 
Photo appreciated. All replies 
answered. BOX 9635 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna * Aroma massage * Shower 
Mon-Fri y:00am midnight, 

Sac 10 : 00 am midnight. 

Sunday 1 lam- 11:30pm 
Book your appoLnlmcnl or call in lu visit us. 
I9S Keyham Road, Plymouth 
(opposite St Levans Gate) 

01752 S599S5. 

VtsHing Service tel: 0S3I 526^-1 


NOTICE 

All advertisements submitted 
for entry into the Navy News 
Pen Friend column are subject 
to copy approval, Navy News 
reserves the right to make any 
amendments which it considers 
necessary or to edit any copy 
which is in excess of IQ words 


leers - including Commodore HMS 
Sultan, Cdrc Malcolm Shirley - had 
wet sponges thrown at them. 

VIP guests were Flag Officer 
Training and Recruiting, Rear 
Admiral John McAnally, and Rear 
Admiral John Trewby, Chief Naval 
Engineer Officer. 


Sultan also hosted a charity 
reception on Friday for 5(X) people, 
and 300 invited handicapped chil¬ 
dren were treated to free rides on 
the funfair by Burnetts 
Amusements. Sultan PT staff and 
MEMs accompanied them, 
dressed as pirates. 


HMS DRYAD T S performance of 
the Little Shop of Horrors scooped 
six of the 15 trophies, including the 
Adjudicator’s Cup, at the RN 
Theatre Festival held at HMS 
Collingwood, 

Eleven establishments competed 
for the accolades this year. 

□ □ □ 

FOUR part students of the 
School of Maritime Operations 
Executive Course, preparing 
Officers of the Watch for their 
first sea appointment, returned 
to HMS Dryad to receive prizes 
they won during training in 
1996, 

The four were S/Lt Ian White 
(HMS Dolphin), S/Lt Martyn 
Peak (HMS Hurworth), Lt Tony 
Rackham (HMS Itchen) and Lt 
Ian Tabberer (HMS Dolphin). 

□ □ □ 

HMS DRYAD'S performance of 
the Little Shop of Horrors scooped 
six of the 15 trophies, including the 
Adjudicator’s Cup, at the RN 
Theatre Festival held at HMS 
Collingwood, 

Eleven establishments competed 
for the accolades this year. 



• Getting the bird - 
acquainted with a falcon. 


Rear Admiral John Trewby becomes 

' Picture: PQWren(PHQT) Crissie Proudley, 



• Tropical reunion - L$ “Twiggy” Birch ("second left) with his mother Doreen, father Peter and 
HMS Herald 's CO t Cdr tan Turner. 

Fancy seeing you here 


A BREAK from work in the 
Indian Ocean led to a remarkable 
coincidence for one member of 
HMS Herald’s ship’s company. 

Herald spent a night at anchor 
off Male in the Maldives to land 
and pick up mail, and to allow 
sailors the chance to enjoy an 
afternoon on the beach. 

Leading Seaman (Survey 
Recorder) Anthony “Twiggy” 
Birch (29) discovered that his 
parents were on the island - and 
joined them in time to celebrate 


his mother Doreen's birthday. 

Herald's seaboat was 
despatched, and returned with 
Mr and Mrs Birch, who enjoyed a 
champagne celebration, courtesy 
of the amp's commanding officer. 
Commander Ian llirner. 

Mr Peter Birch said they were 
grateful for the gesture, adding: 
“Tb see our son on board ship 
several thousand miles away from 
home while we were on holiday 
could only have been conjured up 
by the Royal Navy/’ 


The survey ship has now left 
the Indian Ocean and is conduct¬ 
ing oceanographic work in the 
eastern Mediterranean. 

She is due back in her home 
port of Devonport at the end of 
this month after six months away. 

During her deployment. 
Herald has covered much of the 
Indian Ocean, updating data on 
Admiralty charts, calling in at 
Diego Garcia and India before a 
mid-deployment break at 
Penang, Malaysia. 
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‘Keen to join? Come back in 16 years...’ 


A NAVY man has won a tro¬ 
phy - miles away from the 
nearest salt water. 

Lt Andy Brown (above) 
took the Blackham Trophy at 
the Central Air traffic 
School at RAF Shaw bury. 
The trophy was given to 
Andy as the student gaining 
the highest overall mark for 
theory on No 183 Radar 
Training Course. 

Andy has been posted to 
the Scottish Air Traffic 
Control Centre (Mil), 


Options 


• Emily Hazeil 

Trainee’s 
recipe for 
success 

TRAINEE chef Emily Hazeil 
withstood the heat of com¬ 
petition - and came out of 
the kitchen with a prize. 

Emily (25), from Keith, is 
currently undergoing con¬ 
solidation training at HMS 
Sultan, the Ft N s School of 
Marine and Air Engineering. 

She has won the 
Proficiency Cup for 1996, 
awarded to the trainee chef 
who achieves the highest 
marks in the Cookery craft 
Skilis Phase of the Part III 
Chefs Course at the RN 
Cookery School at HMS 
Raleigh, Cornwall, 

Emily was the best of 46 
trainees, achieving 92 per 
cent in a course of four the¬ 
ory and three practical 
exams. 

Once Emily has complet¬ 
ed her training she will be 
joining her first ship. 


BRITISH ex-servicemen and 
officers from the Hong Kong 
garrison have honoured those 
who died m Korea. 

The British commemoration took 
place at the Gloster Memorial in 
Satma-ri, South Korea, where sever¬ 
al RN veterans met the tri-Service 
group of officers. 

A tour of sites where the fight¬ 
ing actually took place between 
1950 and 1953 enabled the veter¬ 


ans to share their experiences and 
emotions as they retraced their 
steps over the old battlefields with 
the officers. 

Situated close to the present-day 
border with North Korea, the 
memorial marks the site where the 
men of the 29ih Brigade and the 
Gloucester Regiment fought the 
Battle of Imjin River, 

For the veterans of all three ser¬ 
vices, including former sailors 
from HM Ships Ceylon. Comus 


and Kenya, this was the first time 
they had been in Korea since the 
war. 

Lt [an Clarke, Navigating 
Officer of Hong Kong patrol ship 
I IMS Peacock, said: 'It was a very 
humbling occasion meeting the 
veterans, particularly as 1 hadn't 
even been born when they were 
serving out here. 

"I really felt extremely hon¬ 
oured and privileged to be taking 
part in such a moving ceremony.” 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


PRIVATE TEL 
DAYTIME TIL 


PRIVATE FAX 


Subject to Status 


• Veterans remember- pictured at the British memorial in South Korea are (from left) AB Brian 
Cunningham (HMS Ceyton), LMEM Charles Murrin (HMS Comas), U Ian Clarke (HMS Peacock), LCK 
Stan Hudson (HMS Comas) and Ordinary Seaman Bill Bowmer (HMS Kenya). 

Tribute to the fallen 


Death ends 
reunion bid 


Serving officers join veterans in Korea 


...Urgent Message 

for aJ NAVY Staff... 


...This is Project Telecom calling .. 

...We supply mobile communications to HER MAJESTY'S 
FORCES throughout the world and we're delighted to 
be able to tell you about an EXCLUSIVE OFFER 
for ROYAL NAVY PERSONNEL, 

Quite simply, you or any of your family or any of your 
friends could have a FREE MOBILE PHONE, with FREE 
CONNECTION to the Vodafone digital network, FREE 
itemised billing, FREE leather case and FREE delivery. 

The mobile phone itself is either a Dancall or a Nokia 1611 
and the charges per month would be either £14.89 plus VAT 
(Personal World 15) including 15 minutes talk time or £21.28 
plus VAT {Personal World 50) including 50 MINUTES TALK TIME. 

We can also offer optional insurance at just £4.95 plus VAT per 
month. This covers full replacement if your phone Is tost, 
stolen or accidentally damaged. 

(Value of phone and cover £280.00) 

If you're interested in finding out more please give me a ring back. 

My name's Jane Warner and my number's 01636 73717. 

Alternatively, you could fax the coupon back to me on 01636 640 590. 


A FORMER sailor died just days 
before he was to meet an old ship- 
male for the first time in 44 years. 

Former PC Bill Bennett adver¬ 
tised in Navy News in the hope of 
tracing ex-Chief Ray Procter, 
whom he had last seen in 1953. 
The appeal was successful, and the 
two men rang each other several 
times earlier this year. 

41 We made arrangements to 
meet, but prior to that he required 
surgery," said Bill, who lives near 
Malvern in Worcestershire. 

4 i arranged to meet him in hos¬ 
pital after his operation, but he 
passed away on the Saturday, two 
days before our planned meeting.” 

The two met in 1946 when they 
enlisted in the Fleet Air Arm at the 
age of 17* and became dose f riends. 

“He was always cool calm and 
collected, with a permanent smile 
- he was a credit to the Service , n 
said Bill. 


• Potential recruits - Jeanette Sinclair-Gunn with Matthew and 
Derek Law with Matthew at the Royal Naval Reserve training cen¬ 
tre at HMS Northwood. 


Project 


Telecom 


Recruits 
at the 
double 


A THIRD generation of one 
family has put in an appear¬ 
ance at HMS Northwood - but 
it will be a while before they 
can play a fuller role in the life 
of the reserve training centre. 

Twins Daniel and Matthew, 
born in March, went along to 
Northwood with mum Jeanette 
Sinclair-Gunn, who joined the 
RNR in 1990 at the age of 18 and 
is now qualified as an Able Wren 
in the submarine operations 
branch. 

Father Derek Law (32) is also a 
reservist at Northwood - as were 
Jeanette's parents. 

Stella and Ian Smclair-Gunn 
served between 1967 and the mid- 
1980s; Stella was a chief petty offi¬ 
cer and ian a petty officer, both in 
the communications branch. 

Jeanette attended weekly train¬ 
ing nights until just two weeks 
before the birth of the twins, and 


has already returned la duty 

She has given up full-time 
employment as a purchase ledger 
supervisor with a mobile phone 
company to look after the boys, 
but still finds time to meet her 
annual training commitment to the 
Reserves. 

“Fve always enjoyed the chal¬ 
lenging work and the social envi¬ 
ronment provided in the Reserves 
and hope to keep the family tradi¬ 
tion going,” she said. 

Derek, who met Jeanette two 
years ago on a Reserves social trip 
to Belgium, is an electronic engi¬ 
neer Tor Kodak in Harrow during 
the working week, and joined the 
operations branch of the RNR 
three years ago. 

it remains to be seen whether 
the twins will eventually join their 
parents and grandparents, but staff 
at Northwood are hoping to wel¬ 
come them again officially in a few 
years 1 lime. 
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Helping Hands 




t 


Pilgrimage 
to Lourdes 

TWELVE children and 16 
helpers made up the Naval 
contingent of the 1997 
Handicapped Children's 
Pilgrimage Trust journey to 
Lourdes, 

The >,un shone for the duration 
of the trip and as welt as the reli¬ 
gious aspects of the trip, which 
included a candlelight procession 
and musical mass, the children 
enjoyed swimming* a fancy dress 
party and donkey rides in the 
mountains. 

Plans for the I 99N pilgrimage 
arc already being made - so if you 
would like your child to he includ¬ 
ed or would like to volunteer to 
help, contact PO Gary Wright on 

(M 752 mm. 


International cycle 
is back on track 


LT CDR Tony Brooks 1 epic international cycle ride in aid of the 
Salvation Army is back on track. 

The last time Navy News heard from him, he was laid-up with dysentery 
in Pakistan, but the latest leg of his epic journey has taken him through the 
Himalaya, Karakoram and Pamir mountain ranges. 


After replacing his long suffering 
cycle in Kashgar, he headed east 
along the edge of the infamous 
Taklamakan Desert, stopping at the 
Turfan Depression, the second low¬ 
est point on earth at 154m below 
sea level. 

Another bout of illness warranted 
a visit to a Chinese hospital but he 
soon recovered and the next 2.000 
miles to Beijing took him around the 
Gobi Desert, with much of his route 
alongside the Great Wall of China. 

Reaching the Chinese capital 


before the worst of the winter meant 
giving up rest days and cycling past 
many tourist attractions. 

By the time he got to inner 
Mongolia, west of Beijing, daytime 
temperatures were down to minus 
12C. and for the last two weeks he 
had to really push himself and cov¬ 
ered 197km on the final day which 
took him to Tiananmen Square 

He spent the winter studying 
Russian in St Petersburg and has 
now resumed his journey after a 
spell in Hong Kong, 







Catalogue of 200 nautical artifacts and accessories also available 


‘Jailbreakers’ harboured 


TO ORDER call 01932 253333 or tax 01932 241679 with your 
eredit/debu card details or post {cheques also welcome) to: 

/VT /TTIL, > * _ «* Ferry Point. Ferrv Lane, Shepperton- 

lyaunealia on-fhumes. TWI7 9LQ, England 


Pusmgc & handling on all orders (UK mainland. V Ireland and Scottish Inlands) i'2/>5 


• LSTD Brian Binder, the first 
‘climber 'to reach 29,000ft 

their left-over guilders to help 
boost the fund even further. 

PO Reggie Perrin raised anoth¬ 
er £100 by running in the 
Plymouth Half Marathon and 
when LSTD Finder wrote to 
Virgin Atlantic they offered the 
family free flights. 

The submariners are still busy 
raising £500 to send Jake on holi¬ 
day by the end of August, 


• Sailors and abseiters gather under the bridge wing of HMS Ark 
Rovat The e ven t ra tse d o vet £ 65 ,000 


Sailors and abseilers 

THE THOUGHT of being thrown off the bridge wing of HMS 
Ark Royal and paying upwards of £100 for the privilege 
may not be everyone's idea of fun. 

But over 300 people did just that in a sponsored abseil that 
raised more than £65,000 for the Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow 
Trust. 

The ship was delighted to be of service for such a worthwhile 
cause and up to 15 people an hour made the drop during the 
event at Portsmouth Naval Base, which raised twice the amount 
the organisers were hoping for. 

Outstanding 

Steve Saunders, the Trust's South East Area Fundraising 
Manager, said: “The whole event was an outstanding success, 
the culmination of ten month's hard work. 

“The Royal Navy, and in particular HMS Ark Royal, couldn't 
have done more to support the event. They were fantastic" 


SUBMARINERS from HMS Torbay are well on the 
way to making five-year-old Jake Davies's dream 
come true. 

The Plymouth youngster has been critically ill with spinal mus¬ 
cular atrophy but is now looking forward to the holiday of a life¬ 
time at Disneyland in Florida. 


NAVY warships in Plymouth and Portsmouth harboured two 
‘jail-breakers' from Dartmoor recently. 

Lyra Andrews and Paula Cartwright were visiting as many ships as pos¬ 
sible in one day to raise cash for children with cerebral paulsey and had 
their cards stamped by 16 in Guzz and 21 in Pompey, 

They are pictured with sailors from HMS Battleaxc. just before the ship 
was handed over to Brazil. 


up and down a seven-fool ladder 
between the decks. 

Guilders 

It took LSTD Pinder, LS Phil 
Spriggs, AB Lewy Lewis, LS Ted 
Coles, Cox'n Robbie Roberts, Lt 
Cdr Jim Healey and Lt Doug 
Richardson 24 days to clock up 
distance while the boat was on 
exercise. 

After putting in at Den 
Helder in the Netherlands, alt the 
submariners in Torbay donated 


Traditional Naval Products - 

for gifts, awards and presentations 


Authentic Bosun's Calls 

Regulation British-made Naval calls expertly engraved 
w ith Name, Rank and Number or a message to a 
girlfriend etc. In presentation box with matching 50 M 
ncckchain, historical notes and a guide to piping. 

Beware non-functional and uimmeabte imitations. 
Gold-plated call £27.5(1 Silver-plated call £24,95 
Brass/Copper call £19.95 Nickel-plated call £19.95 
Engraving £2.20 per line (up to IX letters and spaces - 
capitals and numbers count as two). Up to four tines (two 
each side). We also supply unengraved standard nickel 
calls at £13.50. 


Top Quality Ship's Bells 

Our ship's bells arc manufactured in the finest tradition - 
sand-cast in solid brass and hand-finished to a beautiful 
sheen. The specification and design is tightly-controlled 
to meet maritime requirements, the 8 PI version being 
DoT approved and certificated for commercial use. 

4" Ship's hell £17.95 
6" Ship's bell £39.95 
8" Ship's bell £97.50 
Lngraving - eg vessel name, 
pon and construction date, or 
achievement accolade. 

4" bells: £1.20 per letter; 

6 & H M bells £1.65 per letter 
Larger belt sizes t 

on request f 


Ship's Bell Striking Clocks 

SchaU are world-renowned for (heir traditional mechanical 
clocks, which strike die "Ship's Belts" watch system in the 
time-honoured way favoured by the Royal Navy. Solid brass 
ease with glass front 8-day mechanical movement and two- 
year guarantee, Measures 7" diameter. 3 V front lo hack. 

St hat/ Royal Mariner clock £325 
Schulz barometer with 1 herntometer | same skre as clock) £199 


Torbay heard how ill Jake had 
been from LSTD Brian Pinder 
who is a friend of Jake’s mum. 
Tracey, and since Christmas, the 
ship's company have raised more 
than £2,000 towards the cost of the 
holiday. 

Seven submariners climbed the 
equivalent height of Mount 
Everest - over 29,000ft - by going 


Torbay to make 
holiday dream 


come true 


In brie! 


SEVEN men from HMS 
Liverpool ran from Faslane 
to the ship’s namesake city 
to raise cash for needy 
children. 

The team completed the 
250-mile journey in four days 
and raised £1,000 for the 
Liverpool charity Kids in Need 
and Distress'. 

They were Mid Mark Healy, 
S/Lt Joe Wood, PO Tim Lough, 
PO Lee Morgan, OM Paul 
Chandler, LWEM Arthur Daly 
and LS Cullingworth. 

□ O □ 

THE LADIES of Northwood 
SSAFA Committee have had 
another record-breaking year. 

They raised £6,000 for the char¬ 
ity and presented the money to 
SSAFA President Vice Admiral 
Sir Barry Wilson at a special lunch 
at Admiralty House, Northwood, 

□ □ □ 

THIRTY sailors from HMS 
Trenchant laboured under 
burning sunshine for three 
days to renovate a run¬ 
down school In Subic Bay 
in the Philippines. 

The team, led by Lt Cdr John 
Gething and Coxn Andy 
Jeffery, completely refur¬ 
bished the building, decorat¬ 
ed the classrooms with car¬ 
toons and gave the roof a 
fresh coat of paint. 

□ □ □ 

HMS SULTAN'S Lt Ed 
Tritschlcr and CFO Grant 

Blackburn raised £1,150 for 
the charity Cardiac Risk in the 
Young. 

They were inspired by the trag¬ 
ic death of Nigel Foster, a former 
Sultan Sea Cadet, who died dur¬ 
ing training with the Royal 
Marines, 

□ □ U 

SWIMMERS at HMS 
Collingwood kept up a 24- 
hour relay in the pool to 
raise £700 for the 
Macmillan Cancer Trust. 

And Collingwood staff 
raised another £300 for cancer 
research with a relay marathon 
which saw each participant 
running a mile before handing 
on the baton, 

□ □ □ 

SALES OF HMS Sultan's 
yearly magazine Pipeline went 
towards a dialysis machine for 
the Children’s Ward at 
Southampton General 
Hospital 

Pipeline Editor, Lt Andrew 
Shirley, visited the hospital to pre¬ 
sent a cheque for £300 with Ft MS 
Sultan’s CO, Commodore 
Malcolm Shirley. 

□ □ □ 

HMS PLOVER’S ship’s 
company raised HK$3,000 
for mentally and physically 
handicapped children in 
Hong Kong with a 13-mile 
trek around Plover Cove. 

The event was organised by 
Plover's Executive Officer, Lt 
Dave Ward, and the money 
was presented to Mrs Irena 
Daiko by the CO, Lt Cdr Gary 
Sutton. 

□ □ □ 

SOUTHAMPTON’S respite 
care and disabled holiday cen¬ 
tre at Netley Abbey is more 
than £800 better off thanks to 
Lt Rob Goodbourn and 
CCWEA Paul Heanes. 

The men, from Captain 
Weapons Trials and Acceptance, 
collected the money from spon¬ 
sors after completing the London 
Marathon. 

□ □ □ 

A PARTY in aid of the 
Portsmouth Macmillan Nurse 
Appeal is being held at The 
Victory Club, HMS Nelson, on 
July 18. For tickets, call Wendy 
Crabtree on Portsmouth 01705 
286000 ext 2020 
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100 years at the Tournament 



Summer show 
for submarine 
'pirates' Jolly 
Roger flags 


ON DISPLAY for the summer season are some of the RN 
Submarine Museum’s most treasured artefacts - the "Jolly 
Roger’ flags flown by boats in both world wars. 

The story of these (strictly unofficial) flags used to record a 
submarine s tally of kills and customarily flown on return from a 
successful patrol dates back to 1914 when Lt Max Horton (later 
Admiral and C-in-C Western Approaches during World War II) was 
in command of the submarine E9. 

He was the scourge of the German Battle Fleet attempting to 
shelter out of harm’s way in the Baltic and raised the black flag of 
piracy after sinking the cruiser Mela. 

This was perhaps a response to Admiral Sir Arthur Wilson’s 
famous comment in 1900 that “all submariners captured in war 
should be hanged as pirates”... 

The idea caught on and a code developed to denote various 
actions - a red bar to denote a warship sunk, white for a mer¬ 
chantman, a crossed U for an enemy submarine. 

Other patches included stars for gun actions, torches and light* 
houses for marking beaches for invasion forces - but each 'Jolly 
Roger" was unique to an individual submarine. Some were sewn 
by nuns in Malta during World War II but most are crude affairs, 
made by the crews . 

Some designs are peculiar to a special event. The crossed tin 
openers on HMS Proteus's flag depicts the occasion when, 
unable to dive to conduct a torpedo attack, her CO turned bows 
on to her assailant, the Italian destroyer Sagittario - and ripped 
her open with his foreplanes! 

Scarlet pimpernel 

HMS Sybil’s Jolly Roger bears a small red flower, a scarlet pim¬ 
pernel. This was occasioned by the recovery of a French agent, a 
woman, who instead of delivering the recognised password recit¬ 
ed the famous lines from Baroness Orczy’s book: They seek him 
here, they seek him there’. 

Other emblems include aircraft, railway engines, lifebelts, rail¬ 
way bridges, mines and an Ace of Spades. 

Perhaps the most dramatic artefact on display is the Jolly 
Roger of Captain "Shrimp" Simpson, Captain ‘S’ of the Tenth 
Submarine Flotilla at Malta. 

The ’Fighting Tenth’ so savaged Rommel’s supply lines across 
the Mediterranean that half of his reinforcements of men and 
materiel failed to arrive . A heavy price was paid for this success 
- which had a significant effect in the outcome of the desert cam¬ 
paign - as at one stage only ten out of 20 submarines were return¬ 
ing from patrol. 

Among the losses were Wanklyn in HMS Upholder - the most 
highly decorated RN officer of the war , 

Simpson’s Jolly Roger has spent the past 50 years in New 
Zealand, where he settled as a farmer. It was presented by his son 
Rodney to the NZ branch of the Submarine Old Comrades 
Association who have now presented it to their museum. 


PLYMOUTH artist Brian Pollard produced 
this amusing oil painting The Maritime’ for 
use as a poster to promote the Public Runs 
of the Devonport Field Gun crew. 

The team assembled with limber and gun out¬ 
side the well-known pub on The Parade to 
launch their bid to retain the championship in 
the Royal Tournament’s key contest this month. 

Support on the first of the runs also came 
from stars of TV’s ’Gladiators’. 

This month they will be at Earls Court doing 
battle with teams from Portsmouth Naval Base 
and the Fleet Air Arm on the 100th anniversary 
of RN participation in what was originally titled 
the Grand Military Tournament and Assault at 
Arms. 

The origins of the famous Field Gun 
Competition were in the Boer War, when the 
Navy was called in to help with the relief of 
Ladysmith. 

General Sir George White, the British 
Commander in Natal, signalled the cruisers 
HMS Powerful and HMS Terrible, at anchor off 
Capetown, for help with long range guns. Capt 
Scott of the Terrible was a gunnery expert and 
quickly designed a carriage that could take 6 
inch, 4,7 inch and 12pdr naval guns in transit 
and in action. 

All the guns and equipment were transported 
to Durban by HMS Terrible and then manufac¬ 


tured at Durban Railway Workshops, Then the 
Naval Brigade, as it known, of 280 officers and 
men with two 4.7 inch guns, four long range 12 
pdrs and four Maxim machine guns took train 
from Durban to Ladysmith. 

On arrival, the guns managed to hold the 
Boers at bay, so a request was put in for a sec¬ 
ond Naval Brigade. 

They set off on 6 November 1899, supporting 
General Redvers Butler s push towards their 
beleagured comrades. This time the railway 
could not be used and the sailors had to man* 
handle the guns over difficult terrain and into 
action in many different engagements, eventu¬ 
ally reaching Ladysmith after 120 days of block¬ 
ade. 

The relief was greeted with great jubilation in 
Britain - and Queen Victoria sent a telegram to 
the Naval Brigade thanking them for their 
invaluable assistance. 

The Royal Military Tournament of 1900 held in 
the Islington Agricultural Hall featured men from 
HMS Powerful parading one of their guns. This 
proved popular and eventually in 1907 a compe¬ 
tition replaced the parade and the three depots 
of Portsmouth, Chatham and Devonport provid¬ 
ed the teams at the new venue of Olympia. 

The two World Wars ‘stopped play 1 and in 
1950 the Tournament moved to Earl’s Court, by 
which time the Fleet Air Arm had also joined in. 


Firework 

finale 

VISITORS to this year's 
Royal Tournament at Earls 
Court from 15-27 July will 
have the chance to ride on 
a simulated rigid raiding 
craft, steer a submarine 
and operate a frigate con¬ 
trol room. 

Special overseas guests 
are a tribe of 60 Maori war¬ 
riors and dancers and the 
show wilt feature more 
pyrotechnics and special 
effects than previous 
years - culminating in a 
spectacular indoor fire¬ 
work display. 

Tickets are available 
from the box office on 
0171 244 0244 at £5, 

£11,50, £19 and £25, 



and civilian needs to mirror 
your changing lifestyle. 
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At Your Leisure 






WHITE ENSIGN - RED DRAGON 

The History of the Royal Navy in Hong Kong 1841 " 1997 


Please allow 28 days for delivery 


A concise history of 
Hong Kong, with 
personal accounts of 
sailors’ experiences 


A testament to the significant role 
played by the Royal Navy in the 
development of modem Hong Kong 


Orders to: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH 
Cheques payable to Nary News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
L'hrque/1 n It-r national Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit Card/ Switch, 
UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4. TEL: 01705 H26040 FAX: 01705 830149 


A marvellous photographic record 
containing many unpublished images 


Sold in aid of the LEP Trust , 
established to support 
Hong Kong Chinese 
servicemen after the hand-over 

£19.95 + £3.50 P&P UK 
Surface mail abroad please add 80p 
Air-Mail details available on request 


New twist 
in Dasher's 
tragic tale 

ON 27 March 1943 the converted 
aircraft carrier HMS Dasher blew 
up and sank on the River Clyde 
between Ardrossan and the Isle of 
Arran with the loss or 379 young 
lives. 

Eyewitnesses claimed to have 
seen an aircraft crash on landing 
and this is the official version - 
bui John and Noreen Sleele. in a 
revised edition of their book They 
Were Never Told - The Tragedy 
of HMS Dasher {Argyll 
Publishing £14 r 99) ) now suggest 
the possibility of sabotage. 

Apparently a well-spoken civil¬ 
ian workman, leaving an indeci¬ 
pherable signature, had drawn the 
keys to the bomb room four days 
earlier - where they were found on 
the floor of the lobby under a ball 
of cotton waste ... 

The new edition includes many 
more statements from those 
caught up in the disaster and a full 
examination of the Board of 
Inquiry report. 

Liners lost 
in the wars 

Wartime Disasters at Sea 

(Patrick Stephens £19.99) by 
David Williams provides a com¬ 
prehensive record of passenger 
ship losses during the world wars, 
including those not engaged in war 
duties, from the Kaiser Wilhelm 
dcr Grosse on 26 August 1914 to 
the Christian Huygens 31 years 
later to the day, tragically sunk by 
a mine two weeks after hostilities 
ended. 

Passenger ship losses during these 
conflicts accounted for dm tons 
and more than 50,000 lives and 
included the world’s worst ever 
maritime disaster, the sinking of 
four German refugee ships in the 
first months of 1945 in which over 
22,000 died. 


Double Haven Bay, Hong Kong from HMY Britannia 1 (left) is a 
limited edition signed lithograph by Prince Charles sold in 
aid of The Prince of Wales Charities 1 Trust (see ad on page 
21).ln the book HRH The Prince of Wales Watercolours (subscribers 
receive a complimentary copy) he writes :’Having been brought up 
with the Royal Navy in my blood-both my great-grandfathers, my 
grandfather, my great uncle and my father all served In it - and 
having spent a considerable time on board the Royal Yacht 
Britannia at the age of five, before serving in the RN myself - the 
White Ensign has a peculiarly romantic association for me. 

“To some, in the past, I dare say it struck fear into their hearts. 
To others. It must have symbolised hope, release from slavery and 
oppression, the protection of fragile democratic rights or the free¬ 
dom to go about their lawful business upon the seas. 

“To me, it is a potent symbol of those high standards to which 
the Royal Navy still adheres in a world where such standards are 
increasingly difficult to maintain. 

“The White Ensign is also rather enjoyable to paint, even if it 
never stops flapping about and is impossible to capture in one 
position. On this occasion there was a beautiful sunset over the 
distant Chinese hills and the White Ensign was flapping gently to 
and fro in the soft breeze. The whole scene was gloriously peace¬ 
ful and I found it impossible to resist the urge to capture this 
atmosphere/ 1 

The best-known period in the Prince’s naval career was, of 
course, when he had command of the minesweeper HMS 
Bronington, now on permanent display at Manchester, 

HMS Bronington, a tribute to one of Britain’s last ‘wooden walls’ 
and a celebration of the Ton Class as a whole, has been edited by 
the Prince’s First Lieutenant in Bronington Capt Roy Clare and is 
available from Navy News at £4.95 (see ad on page 21). 

• Above: Prince Charles frequently joked that the rigours of 
command had aged him - and when he left the ship on 15 
December 1976 his ship’s company duly sent him off in a wheel¬ 
chair... 



THE REPLICA of Capt Cook’s HM Bark Endeavour, cur¬ 
rently sailing around the UK, owes much of its authentici¬ 
ty to maritime historian Antonia Macarthur, Endeavour - 
The Story of the Ship and Her people (HarperCollins £9.99), 
illustrated with photographs of the replica and contempo¬ 
rary paintings, charts and drawings - many of which fea¬ 
ture In the exhibition at the National Maritime Museum - 
follows it from its commissioning as a vessel to enable 
the study of the transit of Venus, through its momentous 
voyage of discovery to its return to England ini 771. 

Shown here is a reconstruction of the observatory tent 
used on Cook’s second voyage, from 1772-75 which forms 
part of the exhibition at Greenwich, 

Endeavour’s observatory was similar but had wooden 
rather than canvas walls. The regulator clock (left) made 
by Shelton and 12 inch astronomical quadrant by Bird 
(right) were taken by Cook on one or more of his voyages 
and the 2ft focus Gregorian telescope by Watkins (centre) 
is similar to those he carried. 






































































Lessons of 
a naval 
'Balaclava' 


NEW attention was focused on the collision between HMS 
Camperdown and HMS Victoria in 1893 by the discovery 
of an unpublished account by one of the survivors of the 
worst Victorian peacetime naval tragedy. 


Stoker James Curran, one of 
around 200 survivors of the 
Victoria - flagship of Vice- 
Admiral Sir George Tryon who 
gave the inexplicable signal 
that the two ships should turn 
inwards as they prepared to 
enter Tripoli - described the 
sinking as a naval "Balaclava’: 
“. . . someone had blundered 
and it is blunders such as this 
as makes wives widows, chil¬ 
dren orphans and cost so many 
of our British bluejackets their 
lives.” 

His manuscript was sold at auc¬ 
tion by Phillips last month for 
£1,380, 

In his latest book Warrior to 
Dreadnought (Chatham £35) 
David Brown points out that there 
was insufficient lime to dose doors 
and hatches after the impact, so 
ihat Victoria rapidly capsised tak¬ 
ing Sir George ("It is entirely my 
fault") and 435 other officers and 
men to a watery grave, 

‘The spread of flooding through 


these doors etc, despite efforts 
made to dose them, led to the 
depression of the bow and loss of 
stability” (Victoria in any case had 
a low freeboard which made her 
wet forward, hampering the opera¬ 
tion of her massive forward turret), 

<k Had all doors and hatches been 
closed prior to the collision, she 
would have been in no danger. 
Entering harbour is always haz¬ 
ardous and RN ships today always 
dose watertight doors.” 

Other lessons learned were that 
doors in bulkheads were best 
avoided as they could be left open. 
Valves, too, should he reduced to a 
minimum and operated from high 
in the ship. 

Subsequent design changes 
were slow in coming, though, as 
they made the ship more difficult 
to work and HMS Lord Nelson, 
laid down in 1905, was the first in 
which un pie reed transverse bulk¬ 
heads were adopted. 

# HMS Victoria firing one of 
her 16.25m guns. Note the vast 
cloud of smoke and the distur¬ 
bance of the sea from the blast. 


Legacy of 
a great 
survivor 

PERHAPS the most 
famous of all small boats 
is ShackletorTs James 
Caird. In which he made 
his epic 17-day 900 mile 
voyage to South Georgia 
to save the lives of his 22 
crewmen marooned in the 
Antarctic, 

This remarkable feat of 
endurance and seaman¬ 
ship captured the public 
imagination of both sides 
at the height of Worid War 
I and the James Caird Is 
now preserved at 
Shackleton’s old school, 
Dulwich College- where it 
narrowly survived a VI fly¬ 
ing bomb in World War II. 

Originally it was saved 
by the Norwegian whalers 
at South Georgis in 1916, tt 
arrived at Birkenhead in 
1919 - and thereafter trav¬ 
elled to Middlesex 
Hospital, the Albert Hall, 
the roof of Selfridges, Ely 
Place In Prant, Kent and 
the National Maritime 
Museum, 

Though the story of Its 
famous voyage is well- 
known, Shack ieton's Boat 
(Neville & Harding £20) by 
Harding McGregor 

Dunnett is the first com- 

E rehensive history of the 
oat Itself and its remark¬ 
able survival after many 
years of neglect to become 
a memorial to one of the 
20th century's most 
famous voyages and per¬ 
haps Its greatest explorer, 
who took part in four 
South Pole expeditions 
and never lost a man. 



FRAME YOUR 
OWN MEDALS 

Now you can frame your medals on or off the pin. Using 
our medal framing kit. Takes minutes to assemble. 
Medals can be removed & replaced quickly for 
ceremonial wearing, 5 sizes available for 1 to 5 medals 
£13,95 - £17,50 - £18,50 - £20.00 and £21.50 respectively 
Inc. P & P UK. Other sizes available on request. Cheques or Postal Orders to: 
MFK, 5 St Chads Ores, Middle Herrington, Sunderland. SR3 3TR 



EXHIBITION 

of 

oil paintings, watercolours 
pastel etc 

From Sunday Aug 3rd 
to 

Friday Aug 15th 1997 
I0 am to 6 pm All Welcome 

The Portsmouth Grammer School 
High SL Old Portsmouth 



“.Golf and Fish in Scotland” 

toJysiw Gvlfine & Fishing Hvlitiavs tu Svtftlaml fvrSvnicvpjjsHitiuU 

SaecificaUy Cate r s fur Small lu Me dium Size Groms 

Why not take the opportunity and play Gleneagles or St Andrews, 
Choose from over 30 County and Championship Courses all within 
25 minutes of your Hotel. Fish for salmon on arguably the finest 
salmon fishing rivers in Europe. 

Golf Equipment at VAT Free, Discounted Prices 

Everything for the Golfer, Low Handicap or Beginner. 

We carry a full range of equipment and can cater for all of your 
needs. For a Free Catalogue Please Telephone (01738) 812727 or 
Write to: Kevin O’Conner lt KEMO Sport & Leisure”, 

10 Eurobank Bridge, Bridge of Earn, Perthshire PH2 9BW 

PRI and Unit Enquiries Welcome 


CHAPTER &-YLR5L EOUKSHUP 

to Isumbaid Brvivel fouwi Hiuismwiili POI 2 DLI 
Ttlt 01705 SI6203 

Two Superb NELSON BOOKS 
at Half Price 

A Personal History 

MM now £4,95 

The Nelson Companion 

£19,99 now £9.99 
pp £2.tk5 each £3.5(i both 
payment with order 
Cheque or Credit Card 



Saint still 
runs rings 
around the 
opposition 


WHAT’S happened to Leslie 
Charteris? The celebrated 
thriller writer has gone missing 
- at feast from the credits of 
ihe most expensive manifesta¬ 
tion yet of his creation Simon 
Templar, alias The Saint. 

Since the movie finds space to 
mention the Saint’s penknife man¬ 
ufacturer (Asylum Models) and 
the assistant auditor, Russian Unit 
(Anastasia Biryukova) one might 
thing they could have found room 
for the man without whom etc. 

Charteris was in many ways 
more interesting than his fictional 
hero, who first appeared in print in 
1930. He was an Anglo-Chinese 
writer (real name Yin) who creat¬ 
ed an alter ego who moved easily 
through the upper class echelons 
of pre-war society, happily plun¬ 
dering its less upstanding mem¬ 
bers. 

The movie retains that concept, 
bypassing the featherweight Roger 
Moore TV version of the l%0s. 
This new Templar finds himself in 
post-Communist Moscow, operat¬ 
ing among drug pushers, arms 
dealers and would-be dictators - 
not that different to the landscape 
of the 1930s apart from the use of 
the Internet and associated tech- 

° dW'fact that The Saint is now 
played by an American (Val 
Kilmer) might upset the purists, 
but since the plot requires him to 
be almost continuously in disguise, 
speaking in about 12 different ac 
cents, the matter of his nationality 



* Val Kilmer as Simon Templar, alias The Saint 


is hardly an issue. 

It’s big and bustling and pro¬ 
duced on a scale one associates 
with Secret Agent Bond than with 
gentleman burglar Templar, 
A heroine is required, of course, to 
soften the Saint's hard old heart, 
and Elisabeth Shue suits nicely, 
with a variation on the character 
pioneered by Kathleen Turner 
some years ago in Romancing the 
Stone, in which a woolly cardigan 


Screen Scene 


encases a will of steel. 

Incidentally, to answer seriously 
the question in the opening sen¬ 
tence, Charteris died in 1993 aged 
87. From what one reads of him, he 
may no! h ave app rec i a te d Va 1 
Kilmer but he would certainly have 
approved of Ms Shue. 

The latest Clint Eastwood movie 
makes for an interesting cross ref¬ 
erence to The Saint. In Absolute 
Power Clint also pplays a burglar 
with scruples, a cracksman who, it 
seems, can open a safe just by glar¬ 
ing at it, and who likewise has a 


taste for moving among his ene¬ 
mies in deep disguise. 

The film begins with a long, 
wordless breaking and entering 
sequence, shot in the sort of natur¬ 
al lighting (ie, almost total dark¬ 
ness) that does not transfer well to 
videotape. In the course of this lar¬ 
ceny Eastwood witnesses a killing 
and from that point the plot sets 
out on a course which leaves plau¬ 
sibility, let alone conceivability, 
floundering in its wake. 

The lone is a mixture of the 
light-hearted and the occasionally 
grim, while the dialogue, as is now 
customary, includes various wry 
references to the aging Clint's wan¬ 
ing virility. The cast is outstanding, 
especially for admirers of the laid- 
back style, with Gene Hackman, 
PYI Harris and Eastwood himself 
demonstarting what “effortless 11 
acting is supposed to look like. 

Judy Davis, on the other hand, 
offers a eompare-and-eonirasl per¬ 
formance as a Secret Service agent 
who seems to have wandered in 
from an episode of The Naked 
Gun. 

- Bob Baker. 



New Publication 

HMS EAGLE 

1942-1978 
By Neil McCart 


A highly readable and comprehensive hisiory of ihe Royal Navy's biggest post-war warship 
from ihe dale ihat the Admiralty ordered the ship in early 1^42 to her demise in 197K. Over 
170 photographs, some in colour. Foreword by Rear-Admiral Ian Robertson, the Eagle's last 
Commanding Officer, Hardback. Price £18,95 

Also Available HMS ALBION 1944. J973 The Old Grey Ghost < Softback) £13.95 
Please add £1.50 p&p UK & EU (£3.50 overseas), Payment by Merlin^ cheque, postal order, or 
by credil card. Telephone orders welcomed. From FAN PUBLICATIONS, 17 Wymans 
U me, Cheltenham, Glos GL51 9QA. TWFai: 01242 580290, or order from all E immJ 
bookshops. 
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BOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Send for free lists of used and 
antiquarian books, from our huge stock 
on Naval & Merchant Shipping 

N. Fisher Nautical 

Huntswood. St Helena Lane, Slrcut 
ilansocka. $11GNft «SL> 

Tel/Fax: 01373 390373 


HP BOOKFINOERS; Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22, Fords Close, 
Bled low Ridge, Buckinghamshire. 
HP14 4AP. Tel: (01494) 481118 
Fax: (01494) 48112 L 
m art i n@h p. booktmders .co. u k 
BOOKFINDING SERVICE, 
Gut-of-Plint titles. Naval and 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

FiciUm, Non-Fiction, Biography, 
Religious, Foulry, Childrens 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Write ot sencf your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON SW7 3DO 


NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS 'l 

Our bee monthly catalogues always offer an 
Interesting and Ron-repetitive from our 

large stock of secondhand hooks on at! aspects ol 
Naval. Merontile & Seafaring Activities. 

Send tor one now. 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

73 Clayhat! Avenue, Ilford, Essex, 

\ ICS OFH Tel/Fax 0181 550 7317 / 


maritime hooks and all other 
subjects. Details from Barlow Moor 
Books, 29 Church wood Road. 
Didsbury, Manchester M20 6TZ, 
Telephone: (0161) 434 5073 

Fax: (016J ) 448 2491 
“HMS, GANGES (The final 
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday 
/surprise present. Documentary 
includes all aspects of GANGES 
before demolition. One tear-jerking 
hour of nostalgia, produced by 
JOHN DOUGLAS author H.M.S, 
GANGES (Roil on my dozen!) & 
H.M.S GANGES (Tales of the 
T.R.O.G/S,) S.A.E, details Douglas 
Hse, Fenmarth Redruth. Cornwall 
TR16 6NX 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 

SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 1(M} 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne P NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


NEVER . . . 

Buy a new Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first - 
which include delivery to your door. 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Llskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
_ Fax 01579 346747 


AUTHORS 

Let us Publish Your Book 
Most subjects considered 
including Religion^iography, 
Children’s Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 
AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 

465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 
Member of The Publishers Association 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

Wftfl 

The Pentland Press 

Kifinhurgh I’amhridjic Durham USA 
Established publisher welcomes 
books in all subjects. 

Write for details or send your manuscript to; 

Penttand Press (NN), 1 Hutton Close. 
South Church, Durham DL14 6X8 

Tel 01568 776555 Fax: 01388 776766 


KONISBERG 

A German East Africa Raider 
by Kevin Patience 

17x24cm I2(lpp ISOillus. H/B 
with maps and appendices. 
Available from the Author, 
PO Box 669, Bahrain 
£14 UK, only inc P&P, 

US $ 26 Overseas inc P&P 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 



Framed Photographs 


FREE BROCHURE 

Wright & Logan est. mi 
20, Queen Street, Portsmouth. POT 3HL 
TEL. 01705 B29555 / FAX: 01705 861694 
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Get Wise on DCIs 



Officer promotion system streamlined 


STREAMLINING of the officer pro¬ 
motion board system is being intro¬ 
duced in preparation for the new 
three-tier commission set-up due to 
take effect in just under two years 1 
time. 

The number of boards that a candi¬ 
date for promotion has to sit is being 
reduced from three to two - a prelimi¬ 
nary board and a final selection board; 
and the rank levels of board member¬ 


ship and the administrative toad is 
being reduced. 

Lists and six-month seniority batches 
are being abolished, and promotion 
zones are being extended. 

it has been assessed that the current 
structure would be overloaded by the 
number of officers eligible for promo¬ 
tion or for transfer to longer commis¬ 
sions under future changes. 

The three-tier plan has been designed 


to enable all officers to progress on the 
basis of equal opportunity and merit. All 
new entry officers will join on an initial 
commission (iC), similar to the present 
short career commission (SCO), 

They will then be selected to transfer 
through the next two stages - the career 
commission (CC) and the full-term com¬ 
mission (FTC), which equate broadly 
with the current medium career (MCC) 
and full career commissions(FCC). 

Changes in the boards for promotion 


to commander were introduced last 
month. The others up to and including 
captain will change in June next year. 

The principle of substantive one-star 
rank - Commodore or Brigadier RM - 
was introduced on July 1, but the first 
substantive promotion selections will 
not be made until 2001 for commodore 
and 2000 for brigadier. 

Flag rank promotion systems will not 

—1 RN-- 


be altered. 


DCII 


I 76 & 136/97 


New blow-up 
decoy lor 
RN warships 

A NEW inflatable decoy is to equip Royal Navy frigates and destroyers. Dubbed 
Outfit DLF(3), the passive off-board decoy and launching system is for use in the 
“seduction” role against enemy weapons and has a tactical application to dis¬ 
tract and confuse. 


Making up 
for lost time 

MARINE Engineering branch 
development has left too little 
time for ME artificers involved to 
gain their certificate for advance¬ 
ment to Acting PO. 

The reason is given as a longer 
than expected artificer qualifying 
course and the cross sub-branch 
fixed timescale for acting leading 
hands, leading hands and acting 
POs. 

To ensure that General Service 
ME As are not disadvantaged, the 
marine engineer officer-of-the- 
watch certificate necessary for 
advancement to acting petty offi¬ 
cer - wilt, with immediate effect, 
be required for confirmation as 
POMEA. DC! RN 75/97 


In action, the decoy is 
launched close to the ship and 
supports an array of corner 
reflectors made from metal 
coated net which reflects radar 
transmissions. It gives a radar 
reading of a size similar to or 
greater than the ship. 

When fired, the decoy round is 
ejected from the launch tube by 
compressed air released from an 
attached gas cylinder. The decoy's 
internal gas system is activated by a 
lanyard which inflates the struc¬ 
ture. 

Another lanyard attaches the 
structure to the ship until it is fully 
inflated. After a snort delay, line 
cutters sever the lanyard, allowing 
the decoy to float freely down I he 
side of the ship. An automatic 
mechanical cutter will deflate the 
decoy several hours after launch 
Two decoys attached to each 
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other by a tel her. can he launched 
together, the double effect serving 
to distract and confuse. 

Launch tubes will be mounted 
on the upper decks or on sponsons. 
The decoys can be fired from a 
control pane! next to the lubes or 
remotely from the ships tine ra¬ 
tions room. DO RN 72/97 

Discovery 
in lottery 

ROVER Group cars and cash 
prizes totalling £2,000 are being 
offered as prizes in SSAFA Forces 
Help Three Car Draw this year. 

Top prize is a Land rover 
Discovery TDi, second prize is a 
Rover 214i, and third is a Rover 
Mi. They are being sponsored by 
Natocars of Bridgewater and the 
Rover Group, 

The sale of 25p lottery tickets 
will help to cover the extensive 
running costs of the Sailors', 
Soldiers’ and Airmens Families 
Association, The organisation is 
hoping that this year's draw will 
double the £60,000 raised last 
year. 

In one year alone, SSAFA 
Forces Help's 7,000 trained volun¬ 
teers supported families on 85,000 
occasions wiih friendly, confiden¬ 
tial help and advice. 

Commanding Officers are 
being asked to support the draw 
by nominating a lottery officer to 
order and sell tickets, available 
from SSAFA Forces Help Central 
Office, 19 Queen Elizabeth Street, 
London, SEl 2LP (0171 403 8783 
ext 246). Tickets will be drawn on 
December 12. 

DCI Announcement May 9 

Alex takes 
supply prize 

THE MOST outstanding officer 
on the 1996 junior supply officers' 
course at HMS Raleigh was Lt 
Alexandra Jane Watts, Supply 
Officer to Commodore Mine war- 
fa re and Fishery Protection. 

For lhat achievement she won 
the Gedge Medal. She also won 
I he Worshipful Company of 
Chartered Secretaries and 
Administrators Medal for achiev¬ 
ing the best results in the simula¬ 
tor. combined with the best secre¬ 
tarial and law exam results. 

The Lyddon Shield for the offi¬ 
cer demonstrating outstanding 
potential went to Lt Richard 
Hendv, Supply Officer of HMS 
Bulldog. DCI RN 54/97 



/lime to N 
bid for 
£300k 
grant 

BIDS for the £300,000 
Nuffield Trust Naval super 
grant must bo submitted 
by October. One grant is 
made to each Service 
every third year and in 
1998 its the Royal Navy's 
turn. 

Selected projects will be 
submitted by C-in-Cs and 
Commandant General Royal 
Marines to the Directors 
N a va I Sc rv i ce Cond it ions a nd 
Naval Personal and Families 
Service, 

The Navy must forward 
preliminary proposals to the 
secretary of the Trust for for¬ 
mal consideration. No 
scheme will be considered if 
the trustees think it should be 
provided by the Government. 

‘ PCI RN 73/9^ 

Squadron 


NEW arrangements for the 
addressing of mail to Naval Air 
Squadrons embarked in carriers 
have been introduced to avoid 
delays through letters and parcels 
being sent to detached squadrons’ 
parent stations. 

With immediate effect, mail 
should be addressed to the 
squadron, with flight number if 
applicable, and to "BFPO Ships'’. 
The name of the carrier should 
not be used. DCI GEN 139/97 


Training begins for 
dual-skill ‘droggies’ 


TRAINING is under way for 
officers of the new Seaman 
specialisation which will com¬ 
bine survey skills with those of 
meteorology and oceonogra- 
phy. The new r X(1IM) speciali¬ 
sation will replace the previ¬ 
ously separate hydrography 
and METOC tasks. 

The first newly designed, 22- 
week career course for X{HM) 
officers began in May, and the first 
six-week module course will begin 
in September for officers appoint¬ 


ed to specialist oceanographic jobs. 

From lhe middle of next year 
there will be 11-week career cours¬ 
es for those not taking the 
Principal Warfare Officer route. 
Selected officers from that course 
will undertake a 12-week surveying 
module course. 

X(11M) officers form a new war¬ 
fare specialisation designed to sup¬ 
port the Command with advice 
which will enable exploitation of 
the environment to tactical advan¬ 


tage. 

Officers 


with the combined 


:L- 



7Fs only white we've got radio silence .. / 

Lights out at masthead 

MASTHEAD flashing lanterns and morse key units which 
equip ships of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary are to be removed as 
obsolete. Although a familiar maritime visual signalling sys¬ 
tem, they have not been used at sea Tor some considerable 
time", DCI Announcement, May 23 


skills, once they are matched with 
Operations ratings - a specialisa¬ 
tion which is under review - will 
more than substitute for separate 
Hydrographer officers (‘drog- 
gies’*) and METOC officers. 

It is recognised that at first, 
newly trained junior X(HM)s in 
the Fleet at first will not have the 
deep knowledge of METOC and 
senior Hydrographer officers, but 
they will have the skills to provide 
safe environmental support in spe¬ 
cific areas such as aviation weather 
forecasting, and basic oceanogra¬ 
phy and data collection for surveys 
and amphibious operations. 

Once fullv trained, experienced 
X(HM) officers will have a full 
range of surveying and METOC 
skills as well as a grealer awareness 
of ^ pan-environ mentaP’ impact on 
the lull range of ships, submarines, 
aircraft, sensors and weapons. 

The projected requirement for 
X(HM) officers is J55 in 21106, 
compared with the present % 
METOCs and 66 hydrogruphers - 
an overall reduction of seven. 

DCI RN 181/97 

Fuel pact 

A NEW fuel exchange agreement 
between the RN and Royal 
Australian Navy has come into 
force, allowing exchanges of diesel 
and aviation fuel on the basis of 
repayment in kind. A similar 
agreement already exists between 
the Royal Navy and the Dutch 
navy. DCI 77/97 


This regular feature gives 
general information about 
new Defence Council 
Instructions affecting con¬ 
ditions of service. If they 
apply to you, study the full, 
original text. 
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• Main picture : LWEM Andy Rattray welcomes one of his Russian counterparts on 
board HMS Iron Duke at Severomorsk. Inset: the Type 23 frigate's Commanding Officer 
Cdr Christopher Bryning greets the Flag Officer Sea Training to the Northern Fleet, Vice 
Admiral Biyarkin . 


Iron Duke 
smooths 
the way 
with Ivan 

HMS IRON DUKE paid a 
live-day visit to Russia's 
main naval base of 
Severomorsk last month - 
the first British frigate to 
do so since World War II. 

Last RN call at the head¬ 
quarters of the Northern Fleet 
near Murmansk was by the 
submarine HMS Opossum in 
1993. 

The Type 23 frigate's visit 
was part of an ongoing pro¬ 
gramme to foster closer 
defence relations between the 
UK and countries of the for¬ 
mer Soviet Union and central 
and eastern Europe and coin¬ 
cided with the birthday of Tsar 
Peter the Great, the founder of 
the Russian Navy who studied 
shipbuilding at Deptford. 

it followed three successful 
high profile visits by HM ships 
to St Petersburg - by HMY 
Britannia and HMS Glasgow in 
support of the Queen s state 
visit in 1994; by HMS Chatham 
for the Russian Victory Day 
celebrations in 1995; and by 
HMS Cornwall for the 300th 
anniversary of the Russian 
Navy last year. 

The RN now hopes to estab¬ 
lish contacts with the Russian 
Navy on more of a working 


Big lift for Manchester 



TWO DAYS 
before HMS 
Manchester left 
Portsmouth for 
Liverpool, her 
base for a week¬ 
end visit to her 
namesake city, a 
team of runners 
headed north to 
raise money for 
local charities 
there. 

Two of them later 
met the Lord 
Mayor of 
Manchester, Cllr 
Gerry Carroll - 
with a big lift for 
his appeal fund. 




alive! 

ALMOST a year after 
entering a multi-million 
pound refit HMS 
Cumberland has sailed 
again for two months 
of intensive sea trials. 
The Devonport-based 
Type 22 frigate has 
been conducting engi¬ 
neering trials of her 
mechanical, weapon 
and sensor systems 
after what may be 
described as her first 
major MOT since being 
built in the late 1980s. 
Her programme 

includes a visit to her 
affiliated county of 
Cumbria after sonar 
trials in Scotland, She 
will be re-dedicated in 
September. 


level. 

Visits to Severomorsk also 
provide the opportunity to 
renew links made with local 
people by the British convoys 
through the Arctic during 
Wo rid War IL 

During the Iron Duke’s stay, 
members of her ship's compa¬ 
ny visited British war graves 
and took part in a full pro¬ 
gramme of social and sporting 
events. These included a con¬ 
cert by the Russian Navy and 
visits to local sailors’ homes. 

In return, each mess hosted 
parties for Russian sailors 
from the base and their fami¬ 
lies and the ship was open to 
visitors. 

Included in the programme 
was a visit to the ship by the 
Commander of the Northern 
Fleet, Admiral Oleg Yerofeev. 

On leaving Severomorsk the 
Iron Duke exercised with units 
from the Northern Fleet and 
transferred Russian and 
British personnel between 
ships via rope jackstay - the 
first time this had been 
attempted between ships of 
these navies. 

J Meanwhile HMS 
Richmond has been visiting 
Vladivostok - see page 17. 













































Committed to 
a stable force 


WHETHER or not as a result of the new Government's 
Defence Review, the Navy retains all its current overseas 
commitments, its commitment to influence on the world stage 
will remain, 

It is a commitment that has been amply demonstrated over 
the past few weeks and months, with some of the biggest RN 
deployments and exercises east of Suez for many years - 
such as Muka Wave, which hit the spot with sterling support 
from Malaysian forces over 40 years after the RN was 
engaged in the same area during the Malayan Emergency. 

Long-term stability for the Navy is a vital pre-requisite in a 
world where, increasingly, short-term instabilities seem to be 
the order of the day, Unless we want a future in which insta¬ 
bility is more of a long-term prospect. 

China sailors of a 
different stamp 

THE CHINESE movie that tells the story of Britain's acquisi¬ 
tion of Hong Kong doesn't pull any punches In portraying 
the darker side of colonial history. 

In point of fact almost every western power had a piece of 
China in the 1800s, a situation that led to the Boxer 
Rebellion at the turn of the century and the siege of the 
legations in Peking - which the Royal Navy had a large 
hand in relieving. 

It has to be said that the problem was partly of China's 
own making, Determinedly insular for centuries and internal¬ 
ly corrupt, China under the Manchu dynasty - itself imposed 
by a foreign power - was wide open for exploitation. 

But the Navy's presence in Hong Kong had an immediate 
and salutary effect in combating an evil that the moribund 
Chinese administration had been powerless to address - 
piracy. 

One of the most infamous pirates based there between 
1806 and 1810 was Cheung Po Tsai, who from a fortified 
lookout post on Victoria Peak directed the operations of no 
less than 270 fighting junks and 40,000 men. Unable to 
defeat him, the Imperial Government actually paid him a 
huge bribe to keep the area quiet on its behalf. 

Then the Navy arrived - and within a few years the pirate 
scourge, while never entirely eliminated, was much reduced. 

After a running battle in 1849 in which the entire fleet of 
another buccaneer, Chui Apoo, was destroyed, grateful mer¬ 
chants presented each RN captain involved with a suite of 
plate worth £200 - an enormous sum in present day values. 

For another century and a half the Royal Navy helped 
providethe security under which trade by merchants of all 
nations could take root in Hong Kong and make it the pow¬ 
erful commercial centre it is today. 

In recent years piracy and smuggling in the Far East 
have resurfaced - as vicious and bloody as ever and with 
the advantage of fast boats and automatic weapons. 

It is a problem that affects every maritime nation operat¬ 
ing on its lawful occasions in these waters. Let us hope the 
local authorities will address it with the same vigour shown 
by so many generations of RN ‘China sailors'. 


NEW REVIEW SEEKS LONG-TERM STABILITY 



ahead 


L ONG-TERM stability for the Services is a main aim 
of the Government's Defence Review, Armed Forces 
Minister Dr John Reid has told Navy News , 

During a visit to the HQ the existing budgets, that they 


complex at North wood - his 
first official visit as a Minister - 
Dr Reid said he well under¬ 
stood the instability that the 
Services had been through 
over the past ten years, “We 
have now ended up short of 
sailors, soldiers and air person¬ 
nel," he said, 

“It has had an indirect effect on 
morale and on recruitment and 
therefore one of the things we are 
seeking out of this Defence Review 
is long-term stability. We do not 
wan £ the next live or ten years to be 
spent on the yearly, ad hoc. 
Treasury-led cuts and changes that 
have marked the last ten years.’' 

I le said the review would not be 
a cost-cutting exercise and would 
be led by foreign policy, Bui he 
gave a strong indication that any 
changes would he within the 
bounds of the present budget, and 
that if resources could not be 
matched to commitments, then the 
commitments may not be met: 

“The assumptions we would use 
would he the present assumptions 
of expenditure, and within that we 
then have to see what foreign poli¬ 
cy commitments can he met. If we 
come to the conclusion that the 
commitments far outstretch the 
resources available, it's obvious 
that we have to go back and say we 
can t inee11 hose cc irn n 11 1ments. 

'But we will make every effort 
to so configure our forces within 


match foreign policy guidelines. 
We will have to consider our roles, 
our capabilities and our commit¬ 
ments,’ 1 

Dr Reid said that the 
Government had pledged to main¬ 
tain Britain’s nuclear deterrent and 
to make membership of NATO the 
cornerstone of the country’s 
defence. 

And: “The Navy - the Senior 
Service - will continue to play a 
major part in any future configura¬ 
tion of the British Armed Forces, 
for there is no other way we can go 
as an island.” 

However, he could not “ring- 
fence” any individual project, such 
as replacement carriers and air¬ 
craft for the Navy. Neither he nor 
anyone else knew in advance of the 
review what the conclusions would 
be. Speculation that the 
Government had already decided 
on certain changes was false. 
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Ihis is a genuine exercise in 
concentration and rational 
analysis," he said, ’"We arc 
approaching it in the same way as 
the military approach a task.’ 

He said the first stage would 
take place at Secretary of State 
level where foreign policy aims 
would he defined. The second 
phase would form the Ministry of 
Defence's study of role* costings 
and value, etc. 

Dr Reid said a panel of experts 
would form a “sounding hoard" 


• Armed Forces Minister Dr John Reid: “We do not want the next 
five or ten years to be spent on yearly, ad hoc Treasury-led cuts. ” 


and would comprise military repre¬ 
sentatives as well as academics, 
industrialists, foreign affairs spe¬ 
cialists and those from the intelli¬ 
gence community. Their views 
would he conveyed by submissions 
to ministers and, perhaps, through 
symposia and seminars. 

Ultimately, any changes would 
be a decision of the whole Cabinet, 
not just MOD. 

If Dr Reid’s pledge that the 
Ministry wilt be less secretive hears 
fruit, the review process and issues 
will be more open to public view 
than some previous rounds of 
changes. 

“In the past, MOD has been 
slightly secretive and has been 


reactive rather than pro-active.” he 
said, “We have tended to close 
down rather than open up. and 
we've hidden our light under a 
bushel. Yet we have a good story to 
tell - I have no doubt "of the amaz¬ 
ing contribution that the Armed 
Forces make to British society at 
home and to our standing in the 
world abroad.” 

He said MGD’s plan was to fos¬ 
ter the relationship between the 
Armed Forces and the civilian 
community. In addition, all MOD 
employees would he involved in 
the Ministry's objectives which 
would be contained in a mission 
statement that was currently being 
prepared. 
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5 a big day in Japan for the Royal Navy as 
. 1111 ^ ships were berthed together at the dockside 
I in Toyyo, writes Paul Parrack. 

The Portsmouth-based trio comprised the biggest of 
British warships, HMS Illustrious, the oldest sea-going RN 
ship, HMV Britannia, and one of the newest to join the 
Fleet, the Type 23 frigate HiVIS Richmond. 

With Princess Alexandra on board, the Britannia was dressed 
over all with celebratory flags as Illustrious passed under Tokyo’s 
Rainbow Bridge, 

Her Sea Harrier fighters and Sea King helicopters ranged on dis¬ 
play and her ship's company in their white tropical uniforms lining 
the decks for ceremonial entry, she was slowly manoeuvred into 
position to come alongside the Royal Yacht. 

On the quayside to greet her were senior officers of the 
Japanese Maritime Defence Force and a band. Sharing the musi¬ 
cal honours, a lone piper played on the carrier’s ramp and a RM 
Band paraded aft on the flight deck. 

HMS Richmond moved on further up harbour to berth near the 
destroyer Shirane, her host ship for the visit - and the Japanese 
band doubled up smartly to be on the spot to ensure that she Loo 
received musical greetings. 

Illustrious and Richmond are part of the 20-strong Task Group 
deployment. Ocean Wave 97, operating in Asian and Australasian 
waters. Since leaving the UK in January they have been involved 
in goodwill visits to countries throughout the Middle East, the 
Indian sub-continent and BE Asia, carrying out a wide range of 
maritime and air exercises at sea with the armed forces of these 
regions (see also centre pages), 

A few hours after being joined by her two sister ships, the Royal 
Yacht departed to follow an itinerary of yet more port visits in the 
area, before her main Far East task at the end of June, as head¬ 
quarters and home for the Prince of Wales in Hong Kong for the 
handover of the British colony to China. 


M eanwhile the sailors of Richmond and Illustrious got down 
to some serious sightseeing in and around Tokyo - a huge, 
bustling city with a population of twelve-and-a-half million. 
Prices in downtown Ginza were not cheap - although Japanese 
food could be found at a reasonable price and there was always a 
MacDonalds around the corner, .. 

With Japanese signs not easy to decipher, finding the way 
around town was not easy, but the local people were always will¬ 
ing to help, pleased to try out their English on their visitors. 

Away from the noise of the city streets there were tranquil gar¬ 
dens to relax in - such as the Hama Rikyu Gardens, former private 
game reserve of the Tokugawa Shoguns, close to the berthing 
area. 

While good use was made of the excellent bus service and 
sailors became adept at negotiating the metro system (famous for 
the official people-pushers who cram the commuters in the trains 
during Tashawa’}, a pleasant way of seeing some of the city was 
to take a boat ride up the Sumida River 
Two other very popular venues were the perfect volcanic cone 
of Mount Fuji - a two hour ride on the "Bullet" train - and, for 
something of a contrast, the Tokyo Disneyland, a near replica of 
the American parks. 

After an all-too-shorl two-day stay, HMS Richmond headed out 
for colder climes, bound for Vladivostok and what promised to be 
the most unusual and intriguing visit of the whole deployment. 

At dawn, on a misty day in the Sea of Japan, she met up with her 
Russian naval escort, a Grisha Class frigate, to begin an historic 
event - the visit of the first British warship to the Russian Far 
Eastern port for nearly 100 years. 

A national 21-gun salute was fired by HMS Richmond which was 
returned from batteries ashore. 

The berthing was unusual for an RIM frigate - stern-to, known as 
Mediterranean mooring' - as she lay alongside three Udaloy 
Class destroyers, including her host ship the Admiral Vrnigradov. 

Lined on the jetty to greet her were the dignitaries of the city and 
senior officers of the Russian Pacific Fleet. As the ship's com¬ 
manding officer Cdr Elliot Seatherton stepped ashore he was wel¬ 
comed in the traditional way, with girls in national costume and a 
bread-breaking ceremony. 

Interest in the visit was evident from the large number of cam¬ 
eramen and reporters - it featured on television that evening 
throughout the vast Russian Federation. 

In the following days there were to be many events symbolising 
the renewed friendship between the Russians and the British. 
There was a parade at the 'War Glory of the Pacific Navy 1 monu¬ 
ment, dedicated to all the Soviet sailors who died during World 
War II, at which a wreath was laid by Cdr Seatherton. Towering 
over the ceremony was the submarine C-56, credited with sinking 
12 enemy ships during the war and now preserved as a museum. 

Later a working party from the Richmond spent a morning ren¬ 
ovating a Commonwealth War Grave memorial to 14 British sol¬ 
diers killed there during an intervention in the Russian Civil War in 
1918-20. 


T he Richmond was open to visitors - queues began to form 
well before opening time- while groups of officers and men 
were entertained to lunch on board the Admiral Vinigradov. In 
the evening those not required for duty on board were guests at 
the Russian Officers Club for a concert performed by the Pacific 
Fleet's special entertainments unit. 

All serving members of the Russian Navy, they are famous for 
the shows they put on - and the traditional deep-voiced tradition¬ 
al singing, amazing athletic dancing and comedy skits delighted 
their British audience at all levels. 

Guest of honour was the RN C-in-C Fleet Admiral Sir Peter 
Abbott, who had flown to Vladivostok specially for the Richmond 
visit. 

In a speech of thanks he remarked that such an occasion would 
have been unthinkable only ten years or so ago - but now British 
and Russian sailors and ordinary people were united there in feel¬ 
ings of friendship and peace. 

The damp and windy weather did not prevent tours of the sights 
of Vladivostok - for which special buses were provided - and its 
surrounding inlets and islands. 

One was the ornate railway station at the end of the line of the 
Trans-Siberian Railway, the world’s longest, winding 5,800 miles 
back to Moscow. 

The Russians were keen to show off their Navy to the British 
sailors. Visits were organised to the Makarov Naval College and 
the Pacific Fleet Marines School, where amazing performances of 
physical strength were displayed. In one, a Marine had bricks 
placed on his bare chest which his comrade prceeded to smash 
with a mallet. And he was lying on a bed of broken glass at the 
time! Others demonstrated their toughness by hitting each other 
over the head with bottles. 

On the final morning of the three-day visit Admiral Abbott host¬ 
ed a celebratory breakfast on board the Richmond for his opposite 
number in the Russian Pacific Fleet, Admiral Vladimir Kuroyedov 
and the Mayor of Vladivostok, Victor Chezepeov. 

• As Navy News went to press HMS Beaver was paying another 
historic visit - to Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Report and pictures 
next month. 

Pictures: PO{Phot) Jon Garthwaite. 



# AB David Rackcliffe, Std Simon Cox and 
MEM Neii Reynold write postcards from a 
Japanese garden. 


• HMS Richmond arrives in Tokyo ahead of her host ship T the destroyer Shirane. 


Ocean Wa ve-ships visit Tokyo ancU/ladivostok 


• Mediterranean mooring f for HMS Richmond at Vladivostok , alongside host ship , the Udaloy Class destroyer Admiral Vinigradov. 
inset: Admiral Sir Peter Abbott and his Russian Pacific Fleet counterpart Admiral Vladimir Kuroyedov. 



• End of the line - sailors visit the terminus of the Trans- 
Siberian Railway, the world s longest at 5,800 miles. 



• Breaking bread - Cdr Elliot Seatherton receives a traditional 
welcome from a bevy of local beauties . 


Z.PPQ Lighters 

with your crest 
Minimum order 50 



For full details complete the coupon below and send to: 

W.A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. Unit 27, 

Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W1Q 5AX 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters 
with my ship’s crest 

NAME__ 

ADDRESS___ 



































































• Above: The LCVPs (landing craft , vehicles and per - 
sonnet} run by 4 Assault Squadron Royal Marines, 
approaching the shore during exercise Muka Wave. 

Picture: LA(PHOT lan Gccdben. 40 Cdo 

• Below: CPO Andy Heasman at work in the ship - 
wrights* workshop on HMS Fearless . Ship 's crests 
make ideal presents for visiting VIPs f and much of his 
spare time has been spent turning them out 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Pete James, HMS Fearless 
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• Above: Commodore Amphibious Warfare f 
Commodore Paut Stone , in the briefing room. With 40 
Cdo Group and 300 soldiers from 4 Royal Malaysian 
Rifles taking part the raid-ex involved almost t,000 

personnel, Picture: Jon GarmwMte, DPP{N) 

• Below: Royal Marines reboarding LCVPs. During 
Exercise Muka Wave , a tactical backload was carried 
out while a holding battle was fought on the beach. 

Picture LA(PHOf) Ian Gcocftan, 40 Cdo 


12,000 miles into 0< 


FULL STEfl 
FOR HMS 


EXERCISE Muka Wave 
off the East coast of 
Malaysia was the latest 
in a series of tests which 
the Portsmouth-based 
assault ship and RFAs 
Sir Galahad and Sir 
Geraint have passed 
with flying colours. 

Now well into her thirties 
and one of only three 
steam-driven ships still in 
Service with the Royal 
Navy, FearEesss proven 
abitity to get the Job done 
continues to frustrate her 
detractors. 

Captain Mark Williams, 
Commanding Officer of HMS 
Fearless, has no doubts about 
his ship's capabilities: “In the 
space of a year we have sailed 
from the East Coast of the 
United States, through the 
Caribbean, the Mediterranean, 
across the Indian Ocean and 
have been operating succes- 
fully in the South China Sea. 

"We have sailed over 12,000 
miles on this deployment and 
met every committment that 
has been required of us, I don't 
think I really need to say more 
than that* 1 * 

What no-one in HMS 
Fearless will deny is that the 
deployment has been demand¬ 
ing and that conditions on 
board have tested both the 
ship's company and her 
embarked forces more than 
most can remember. 

Fearless and her LSLs are 
accommodating over 700 
members of 40 Commando 
Group and the voyage east 



• Above: MEMs at the boile 
Fearless. Temperatures in tt 

130 to 140 F. Picture: lA(PHOT) Pek 


was the longest stretch that 
Royal Marines have spent at 
sea since the Falklands. 

Short dashes between the 
UK, Norway and the 
Netherlands are routine, but 
their extended stay has 
required a greater degree of 
co-operation between the 
ships 1 companies and their 
embarked forces than at any 
time for 15 years. 

Heat 

As Major Simon Shadbolt, 
2IC 40 Cdo put It: “We try to be 
all part of one ship's company 
- you might be wearing a green 
beret or you might be wearing 



• 40 Judas ' Priest (left) and LS Craig Sullivan race away from H 
the ship s arrival at Kota Kinabalu in the Malaysian state of Saba 

• Right: A paradise tree snake (identified by POSA Slasher Cuts) 
a Sea King helicopter pictures: LA(P*4QT) Pete James. HMS tearless 
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cean Wave ’97 it’s... 


IM AHEAD 
FEARLESS 



r inspection hatches in HMS 
a engine rooms can reach 

■ Jwn**. HMS Pemrte&s 


number eights, but at the end 
of the day it really doesn't 
make much difference.” 

Another major factor that 
everyone on board has had to 
get used to is (he sweiteringly 
high temperatures - as high as 
85F on many of the lower 
decks. 

Gapt Williams said: “tt has 
been quite a shock for people 
to come out here and find out 
what it was like on the majority 
of ships 20 or 25 years ago. 

We have done what we can 
by installing stand-alone air 
conditioning units in as many 
mess decks as possible and 
have been getting progressive¬ 



's Fearless to check fenders for 
fi. 


takes up temporary residence in 


By Dominic Blake 
in the Far East 


fy used to the heat, but I have 
great admiration for the way 
my ship's company have 
coped with the accommoda¬ 
tion down below.” 

High temperatures also 
make flying operations more 
difficult, as Lt Gary Wakefield, 
commander of Penanjong heli¬ 
copter detachment in Brunei 
where the Sea Kings and 
Gazelles of 845, 646 and 647 
squadrons have been based, 
explained. 

"In terms of aircraft perfor¬ 
mance we are the equivalent of 
2,000ft up before w© leave the 
ground” he said. 

"You haven't got the power 
in hand that you have back in 
the UK where it's 20 degrees 
cooler, so they've got to be 
flown much more carefully.” 

Not that this has slowed 
them down. Helicopters are an 
essential asset to the Group 
and their Sea Kings have 
clocked up over 500 hours and 
made 1,400 deck landings 
since Ocean Wave began. 

Logistics 

And the large number on 
board has given the ship's 24 
caterers a huge logistical task. 

They have served over 
400,000 meals since leaving in 
January and have had to be 
flexible enough to cope with 
last-minute delays In disem¬ 
barkation which can effectively 
mean hundreds of unexpected 
dinner guests. 

The numbers of personnel 
have also meant a busy time 
for the ship's medical branch 
who have had to deal with 
everything from minor epi¬ 
demics to Marines returning 
from the jungle with rat bites. 

Keeping the ship going is 
the job of the 170 mechanical 
engineers who make up the 
largest branch in HMS 
Fearless, and in a ship where 
many parts are so rare they 
have to foe made on board - Ws 
no mean feat. 

They are also responsible 
for all repairs and mainienance 
to the LCUs and LCVPs used 
by the landingcraftsmen of 4 
Assault Squadron, producing 
up to 200 tonnes of fresh water 
a day, running a sewage plant 
and a myriad of other essential 
tasks. 

Jungle skills 

As Navy News went to 
press, HMS Fearless was 
returning from a port visit in 
Kota Kinabalu to collect 40 
Cdo from Brunei, where a gru¬ 




elling five-day section compe¬ 
tition put their jungle fighting 
skills to the test. 

At the end of July, 40 Gdo 
Group will leave the ship at 
Singapore and fly to South 
Africa for the largest joint 
UK/SADF exercise since the 
World War II. 

Meanwhile, the amphibious 
task group's next stop is 
Manila where they rejoin the 
carrier group led by HMS 
Invincible and head out into 
the South China Sea. 

In the next issue, we report 
from HMS Chatham as she 
becomes the last Royal Navy 
ship to leave Hong Kong after 
its return to Chinese rule at 
midnight on June 30, and the 
Navy’s 156-year history in the 
colony comes to an end. 

HMS Chatham will escort the 
Royal Yacht, RFA Sir Percivale, 
and the Hong Kong Patrol 
Craft Peacock, Plover and 
Starling to the waiting carrier 
group and amphibious task 
unit - bringing together all the 
ships on Ocean wave f 97 for 
the first time. 


• Above: Assault ship 
HMS Fearfess, 72,000 miles 
Into Ocean Wave 97, has 
met every military require¬ 
ment demanded of her 
Ptetum: PO{PHOf} JiMi 

0PP{N} PhQiogrBpttte T9+m 

• Right: Jungle Warfare 
instructor Sgt Mick 
Harding preparing traps 
during a five-day section 
competition for 40 
Commando in Brunei 
which tested the Marines 
on survival skills , jungle 
navigation , boat work , 
tracking , marksmanship 
and demolition . 

Pictvrw LA(PHQT) P*i* HMS 

fawrJ**# 

• Below: Soldiers from 4 
Royal Malaysian Rifles pre¬ 
pare put their newly 
acquired amphibious skills 
to the test during exercise 
Muka Wave . 

They were trained tor 
their rote in the raid-ex by 
Royal Marines from 4 
Assault Squadron. 
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Storming the 
Spaniards 

Success and failure for Cochrane and Nelson 


L ord Cochrane (above), 
the distinguished 
British admiral and one 
of the founders of the 
Chilean Navy, has been 
commemorated by a special 
exhbition at the Chilean 
Embassy in London. 

Appointed by Bernardo 
O'Higgins, the leader in the 
country's war of independence 
with Spain, Cochrane was 
commander of the new Navy in 
1816. 

He captured Valdivia, the last 
heavily defended mainland 
stronghold of the Spanish roy¬ 
alists. He also distinguished 
himself with the epic capture of 
the Spanish frigate Esmeralda, 
taken inshore in the face of 
heavy fire from the coastal bat¬ 
teries at Callao. 

With Lord Cochrane began a 
long history of close relations 
between the British and 
Chilean navies. Uniforms, regu¬ 
lations and traditions are 
shared by both while Chile tra¬ 
ditionally acquired most of its 
ships from British yards. Many 
of these have had the names of 
Chileans of British descent 
who enjoyed distinguished mil¬ 
itary careers, such as Simpson, 
Hyatt and Thompson. 

The Chilean Ambassador, 
Mario Artaza, told Navy News : 
“Cochrane was a very complex 
man and very controversial in 
his time. Of strong character 
and deeply passionate, he was, 
above all, a great seaman. 
During four years, from 1818 to 
1822, he was Vice Admirai and 
Commander in Chief of our 
naval forces and during those 
years he wrote incredible 
pages of daring and victories, 
helping to create a naval des¬ 
tiny for a country which was 
born for the sea, with a coast¬ 
line almost 5,000 kilometres 
long." 

Meanwhile Spain this month 
marks the 200th anniversary of 
a rare defeat for Nelson - the 
attack on Santa Cruz which 
cost him his right arm. 

HMS Victory’s cutter is 


mHMS Grafton leaving Portsmouth, where she commissioned at the end of May. This month she is taking HMS Victory's cutter to 
Tenerife fora re-enactment of Nelson's abortive attack on Santa Cruz . 


being shipped out to Tenerife in 
HMS Grafton for a re-enact¬ 
ment of the action, under the 
supervision of Victory’s current 
commanding officer, Lt Cdr 
Mike Cheshire. 

Santa Cruz was one of 
Nelson’s biggest mistakes. 
Surprise was essential for suc¬ 
cess since the place was 
strongly fortified - and this was 
lost when an unusually strong 
inshore current swept his boats 
down the coast. They had been 
spotted from the shore and 
alarm guns were sounded as 
the attack was called off. 

A second assault, though 


_ 

supported by a heavy bom¬ 
bardment, was driven back - 
but Nelson, against the advice 
of his army commanders, 
insisted on a third attempt, this 
time by night. 

This failed also, with heavy 
loss of life - and nearly cost 
Nelson his own. Over-confident 
and misled by reports of a ner¬ 
vous and demoralised garri¬ 
son, he had been foolhardy. 

The Spanish, to their great 
credit, behaved with magna¬ 
nimity towards the defeated 
force - and St Vincent assured 
Nelson that he need not blame 
himself unduly: “You and your 


companions have certainly 
deserved (success) by the 
greatest degree of heroism and 
perseverance that was ever 
exhibited,’' he told him. 

Twelve members of the 
Society of Nautical Research - 
who built Victory's replica cut¬ 
ter - will re-enact the final 
attack on the mole, dressed in 
period costume and faced with 
an opposing force of 18th cen¬ 
tury Spaniards. HMS Grafton's 
ship’s company will march 
through the streets and 
homage will be paid to those 
who died in the churches of 
Santa Cruz, 


• Above: the Liberation Fleer of Chile , commanded by Vice 
Admirai Lord Cochrane in 1818-22, by Tomas Somerscales 
(1842-1927) 

m Betow: the one that winged Nelson - by tradition , the cannon 
known as ‘El Tigre ’ and seen here in 1971 with HMS Blake in its 
sights, fired the grape shot which shattered Nelson s right arm 
when he attempted to capture Santa Cruz t Tenerife 200 years 
ago this month . 
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ons I ■ mm M 

i hatcher 
Falklands 


LADY THATCHER unveiled a memorial plaque at Falklands Gardens, Gosport in 
memory of the 255 members of the Armed Forces, Merchant Navy and civilians 
who died in the war of 1982. 


Seen here with the Mayor of Gosport, 
Cllr Peter Edgar, she was also accom¬ 
panied by Admiral of the Fleet Sir Henry 
Leach, First Sea Lord in 1982 and chief 
architect of the Falklands Task Group. 

In a moving address, she said: “We 
remember and salute all those who 
fought there and each and every one of 
those who died that freedom might live 
in the Falkland Islands.” 

After the ceremony a Sea Harrier from 
899 Sqn at RN Air Station Yeovilton 
piloted by Lt Rob Schwab flew across 
Portsmouth Harbour and hovered over 
the gardens, where a bust of the late 


Admiral of the Fleet Lord Fieldhouse, C- 
in-C Fleet at the time, is also displayed. 

On the other side of the water the 
Royal British Legion had a ceremony at 
Portsmouth Cathedral 
The previous day around 2,000 
Falklands veterans attended an open air 
concert at HMS Sultan. 

Meanwhile a special parade at 42 
Cdo's Bickleigh Barracks at Plymouth 
marked the 15th anniversary of one of 
the campaign’s crucial battles, the 
attack on Mount Harriet in which two 
Marines were killed and 26 wounded. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Artie Shaw 



to 


pays tribute 
force 


Raleigh 
opens 
up to 
4,500 

OVER 4,500 visitors flooded 
through the gates of HMS 
Raleigh for the Torpoint new 
entry training establishment’s 
first ever Open Day. 

The atmosphere was that of a 
village fete with stalls lining the 
roads and the parade ground. 

Most popular attractions were a 
fly-past by a Sea Harrier and the 
daring stums of the IMPS Motor 
Cycle Display Team, which induc¬ 
ed leaps through rings of tire h> 
riders as young as seven. 

The event raised over £o,500 for 
local charities including Derriford 
Hospital Churchtown Farm at 
Bodmin (an outdoor activity cen¬ 
tre for physically handicapped 
people), the Macmillan Nurses 
who provide special care for termi¬ 
nally ill cancer patients and the 
Torpoint and Rame Lions who 
raise money for the less fortunate 
in the community* 


Tea party 


that was nearly 
a bun fight 

SAILORS who planned to land by helicopter on Rockall 
for tea and cakes narrowly avoided a bun fight with 
Greenpeace. 


The party from HMS 
Monmouth, taking part in the 
Joint Maritime Course in the 
North Atlantic, were hoping to 
take part in last month’s 'Big 
Brew 1 tea party event in aid of 
the Soldiers, Sailors and 
Airmen and Families 
Association, 

But they called off at the last 
moment when Greenpeace 
activists announced they had land¬ 
ed on the rocky pinnacle in protest 
against the pollution of the oceans* 

With limited space available 
there would not have been much 
room for anyone else and the 
event could have been misinter¬ 
preted as an attempt to dislodge 
them, sa id a N avy spokesman. 

Aim of 1 Rig Brew was to gain an 
entry in the Guinness Book of 
Records, the current record for a 
simultaneous coffee morning 
standing at some 430,000 pailici- 
pants. 

SSAFA spokesman David 
Stevens said the charity was still 
counting and hoped for a final fig¬ 
ure by the end of July. 

Within the RN* there were some 
novel events: 

HMS Fearless: Tea party on a 
jungle-edged Brunei beach served 


from an LCVP with specially 
baked cakes and cucumber sand¬ 
wiches. 

HMS Invincible: Taking part in 
JMC north west of Scotland with 
participants from all three services 
and NATO allies to claim the 
biggest tea party in the North 
Atlantic. 

HMS Illustrious: Claiming the 
same for the north-west Pacific. 

HMS Wafney: Tea party on 
quarterdeck in transit from 
Copenhagen to Gydinia, 

HMS Southampton: Tea party 
on 1022 radar maintenance plat¬ 
form on way home after seven 
month Gulf deployment, 

HMS Beaver: Raffish ward¬ 
room members had afternoon tea 
in old colonial style at the Raffles 
Hotel* Singapore! 

HMS Cornwall: By boat to Isla 
de Tab arc a for tea on the beach, 

HMS Campbeltown: While 
visiting London and providing a 
royal guard for the Prince of Wales 
(see back page) which spelled out 
the words Big Brew" for a heli¬ 
copter-borne national newspaper 
photographer* 

‘Rig Brew' events were also held 
in HMS Victory and the 
Northwood headquarters of C-in- 
C Fleet as well as other shore 
establishments* 





Greenwich gives thanks 

A Thanksgiving Service marking the end of 124 years of the 
Royal Naval College at Greenwich was held in the former 
Royal Hospital s Chapel of St Peter and St Paul in the pres¬ 
ence of The Prince of Wales and First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Jock Slater (see also back page). 


On a flying visit to Sydney 

HMS GLOUCESTER visited 
Sydney - the first British 
warship to do so for two 
years - at the end ot the 
major Five Power Defence 
Agreement exercise -Flying 
Fish’, 

This saw ships from 
Australia, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Singapore and the 
UK involved in an operation 
which coincided with the 
Ocean Wave 97 deployment 
in the area. 

All nine ships con¬ 
tributed by these countries 
made a total of 16 official 
visits to ten different ports 
around Australia - the Type 
42 destroyer's ship s com¬ 
pany enjoying a welcome 
break after five months 
away from home. 





HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES 
SIGNED LITHOGRAPH 
'HONG KONG FROM 
HMY BRITANNIA’ 


© A. Cl Cunriek Ltd 

To commemorate the historic handover on 30th June PJV7, we are proud to offer 
Navy News readers the opportunity to acquire u unique signed lithograph based on 
the watercolour by HRH The Prince of Wales of Hong Kong from HMY Britannia . 
There are only UK) available worldwide, over 50% of which arc already sold or 
reserved. 

Each lithograph is signed and da led by His Royal Highness. Sales benctli The Prince 
of Wales s Charities 1 Trust which supports good causes such as cancer and alzheimer 
relief and international disaster appeals. 

Navy News readers are offered a complimentary high quality handmade English 
swept frame (RRP £25(}> and a book of the Prince's watercolours with an 
introduction by Her majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother. 

Fur details and brochure phone: 0171 5K4 6750 

or fax: 0171 584 4672 


HMS 

A TRIBUTE TO ONE OF BRITAIN'S 
LAST WOODEN WALLS AND A 
CELEBRATION OF THE TON CLASS 

"This little hook has jogged a few 
happy memories for me. I hope it 
will give a due to the past life of 
a great little ship mat her people t 
and he treasured m a tribute to 
the remarkably successful Ton 
Class and alt who sailed in the 
last of the Royal Navy's wooden 
hyiM ships," 

■ HRH The Prince of Wales 

Size approx: 11 \ x 8' * 

£5,95 incl UK P&P. Surface mail 
abroad please add 50p 

Available from: 

Navy News, HMS 
= Portsmouth, PO 


llicquB itP wrompwy arcJm made payable m iVuvc flew* For twikp, ntiiMik 
L'K, pay men i can he made hy ChecpiWtrtleniat loruil Motley Order m E Sterling inJ 
dawn on I 'K tfcuik, Or for payment by crcdii card/* witch (UK lh- abroad) 
_ plejv? ilk' Cnu|w?n un 4. _ 
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Jacks 


Store 


Gifts with a Nautical Flavour - ideal for those with a love of sea & ships 






SIMON OF THE AMETHYST 

A fine sculptured resin reproduction of this 
famous cat. Hand painted, presentation boxed. 
£24.99 UK. Surface Mail Abroad please add £1 


FREE 8" JOINTED TEDDY! 
With every order over £35 


Alternatively purchase teddy at introductory 

price of £ 2.25 UK. 

Surface Mail Abroad Please add SOP 


BLAZER BUTTONS 

Full set of mens enameled blazer buttons in translucent dark blue. 
Gold plated R.N Grown and trim adds that personal touch. 

£25,95 UK 

surface mail abroad please add. 70p 

MATCHING CUFF LINKS AVAILABLE (notshown) 
£17,95 UK 

surface mail abroad please add. SOp 

Both items presentation boxed 


CRYSTAL GIFTWARE 

These three items, selected from our wide range of exquisite 
Crystal would make the perfect gift for Retirement, Promotion. 
Anniversary or perhaps Competition prize. Tastefully engraved with 
the Royal Navy Crown and presentation boxed, 


a. Water Jug and Glass 


£39.23 UK 


(glass fits neatly into mouth of Jug to form lid) 


b. Ipt Star Tankard 

c. Sliced Paperweight 


£28.60 UK 
£26.55 UK 


Send Far our netv Free 
catalogue FODA.YI 

showing the full range of Gifts now 
available to Navy News renders* 


1 NEW STYLE 

THIS CLASSIC SWEATSHIRT COMBINES 
COMFORT AND STYLE . NAVY BLUE WITH 
EMBROIDERED ENSIGN MOTIF 

Med, Lge, Ex- Lge 
£18.95 £19.70 

UK Surface Mail Abroad 

2 NAUTICAL DUO 

STILL IN GREAT DEMAND , OUR EVER POPULAR 
MATCHING SWEATSHIRT (NOT SHOWN) & T-SHIRT 
WHITE WITH SHIP & FLAG LOGO At THE FRONT 

SWEATSHIRT 

Sml, Med,Lge, Ex- Lge 
£13.95 £14.70 

UK Surface Mail Abroad 

T-SHIRT 

22"- 32" Sml, Med, Lge, XLge XXLge 
£4.50 UK £5,25 UK £6.50 UK 

Surface Mail Abroad 

£4.80 £5.60 £7.00 


KEEP TIES WITH THE NAVY 

These highly fashionable ties look great and retain 
traditional links with the Royal Navy 

CLUB - White Ensigns on navy blue back¬ 
ground, running diagonally in uniform rows, 
separated by re d/white/red stripes (Polyester) 

LEISURE - Cascading White Ensigns of 
differing proportions on navy blue background. 
(Silk Polyester) 

£ 12.25 each incl P&P UK 

Clip on style also available, please specify when 
ordering 

£ 13.25 each inc! P&P UK 

For Surface Mail Abroad please add SOp 


STERLING SILVER JEWELLERY 

The Royal Naval Crown is the design chosen for this new 
range of jewellery. Each item is in sterling stiver and car¬ 
ries the English Hallmark. Presentation boxed 

RN Crown Brooch £32.99 UK 
RN Crown Tie Slide £27.99 UK 
RN Crown Cuff Links £27.99 UK 

Buy Cuff Links & Tie Slide together 

for special price of £55 (uk) 

Buy aif three items together 
for special price of £85*99 (uk) 

For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p 


Orders To: Xhe lousiness Manager Navy News, HMS Nelson, Forts mouth FOl 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders- For orders outside the UK payment 
can be made by Cheqiie/ln ter national Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on IK bank. 
Or for payment by Credit Card/ Switch, UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4 

TEL: 01705 826040 FAX: 01705 830149 


DELUXE TRIPLE PEN SET 

Each set conmte of: 

■ Superbly designed ' non-dry ' ro Herbal I 
- High quality fountain pen 
* Exquisitely styled twist-action pencil 

All in a high quality lacquer finish, red marble effect top, 
black high gloss barrel and gill trim. Presenlation boxed, 

£39.99 UK £40.75 Surface Mail Abroad 


FIVE-PANEL BASEBALL CAP 

100% cotton with stiffened peak, back size-adjuster. Black, 
with gold coloured Royal Navy Crown to the front, and Navy 
News logo to the back, 

£3.75 UK. For Surface Mail Abroad please add SOP 


LADIES SCARVES 

100% polyester twill, flat scarf 52"x9 H . White Ensign on 
Navy blue background running diagonally separated by 
red/white/red stripes 

£12.99 UK. For Surface Maif Abroad please add SOp 


ROYAL NAVY PILL BOX 

A Collector*$ Piece 

A hand-made collectable enamel bex in Royal 
Blue, hinged with a 22ct gold-plated bessel, 
with gold Royal Navy Crown on lid. 

£42.99 UK . £43.50 Surface Mail Abroad 


Mi¬ 

, Items 

ll re 1KJ 

it shown 

actu 

*il size 


Royal Navy Crown 


CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD 
Reproduced with the permission 
of the Controller of HMSO 
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Options 




Tel. 01736 754003 


Veterans MEDALS Lost Your 
Available! MEDALS? 


FLOWERS FROM 

CORNWALL 

Quality flowers 
delivered 1st class 
for any occasion 


Visa/Access accepted (please 
stole expiry date} Cheques/LO/s 
payable t<> Ennis Farm Flowers, 
P.O. Bu\ I*, St Ives. 
Cornwall. TR26 211U 


The Business Manager, Navy 
News, HMS Nelson, Queen St, 
Portsmouth. POl 3HH 
Tel : 10705 A26CM0 
Tel: 01705 830140 
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FULL 

COLOUR 

POSTCARDS 

Naval Ships 

Beautifully presented in a 
compact presentation booklet, 
indexed at the front Each 
postcard measures approx 
4 12 x6’ ? and is perforated to tear 
out easily, 

£ 4.50 inc pp (UK) 

£5.00 Surface Mail Abroad 


Year of the 


• Exotic birds abounded in Whaleys ark. They inciuded flamingoes, rheas, parrots and these turkey 
vultures who seem quite used to being handled. 


Cheques matfo payMUo to Man New to 
accompany actons. For orders outside the UK 
payment can t>& made by ahequedrttd rrta(Vennd t 
Money Order in C Sterling and dra&n on UK bank 
Qt tpr payment by credit catd-Switcb. UK Abroad, 
please US* coupon m pttgp 4 


ITH THE departure from HMS Excellent of two goat mascots, one of the 
strangest chapters in the history of any Royal Navy establishment has 
finally come to an end. Goats Oscar and Teresa marched out of the lead¬ 
ership training school to a new life at an RSPCA animal shelter mainly because 
there was a shortage of volunteers to look after them. 


They were accompanied 
by assorted ducks, rabbits 
and geese - the last resi¬ 
dents of a menagerie with a 
history spanning 120 years. 

At the height of its fame in 
the 1930s, Whale Island zoo 
boasted lions, monkeys, bears, 
deer, wallabies and paFrots as 
well as less exotic species. 
Navy News was told the story 
of one of the strangest zoos in 
Britain by the curator of the 
Whale Island Heritage Centre, 
Lt Cdr Brian Witts RN (retd): 

It all began in a small way in 
1877 when 25 pairs of rabbits 
were introduced into the island 
by a Cdr Oxley, their descen¬ 
dants later being hunted down 
as pests. At that time the main 
motive for keeping animals at 
what was then the Navy’s 
Gunnery School seemed to 
have been more culinary than 
conservational. 

In 1893 a pheasantry was 
built, but suffered from raiding 
rats - one of the reasons that 
over a century later the small 
animals had to depart with the 
goats. The 1890s also saw the 
arrival of a small flock of 
sheep, and in the early years of 
the 20th century, the menagerie 
grew, partly as a result of some 
unusual, if not bizarre, events. 

An early inmate was a parrot 
called Calliope Jack, who was 
retired to Excellent after 
allegedly having its baser 
vocabulary widened by being 


sailors after the German cruis¬ 
er Dresden was sunk in the 
Battle of the Falkland Islands in 
1914. 

Tirpitz was awarded a huge 
“Iron Cross 1 ' by his new own¬ 
ers and was eventually disem¬ 
barked for Whale Island. Sadly 
for the pig, his nutritional allure 
proved greater than his aura of 
valour, and he was eaten by 
hungry sailors. 

Polar bears 

Those were the days when 
ships were allowed to keep ani¬ 
mals on board. The story goes 
that one of the more exotic 
mascots was a bear on the 
muster of HMS Royal 
Sovereign between the wars. At 
Malta one Sunday morning it 
was said to have plunged over¬ 
board during divisions, swum 
to the nearby HMS Iron Duke, 
ascended the gangway and 
cleared the battleship’s decks. 

It was eventually pacified, 
but ifs popularity as a pet had 
waned, and if was pensioned 
oft to Excellent. Other bears 
followed. Two polar bear cubs 
presented to the British Consul 
at Tromso, Norway, in 1936 
found a home in the zoo. And a 
sun bear from Malaya was pre¬ 
sented by Lady Mountbatten. 

But the biggest star of 
Whaley’s menagerie was the 
lioness Lola, reared from a cub 
and presented by a British 
Government vet working in 


m For a time monkeys were a 
feature of Whaie Island, but 
they were banned by the mid 
1930s after too many saiiors 
taught them tricks that 
caused trouble ... 

on the muster of the cruiser 
HMS Calliope when it battled 
through the great hurricane off 
Samoa in 1889. 

Another brief guest was the 
pig Tirpitz, whose bacon was 
saved when he was hauled 
from the water by British 


what is now Tanzania. 

Lola mated with another of 
Whaley's lions, Peter, and bore 
triplets - probably a unique 
event in the history of any RN 
establishment. When she fell ill 
soon after, such was the public 
interest and concern that daily 
bulletins on her condition were 
posted outside the gate. 

Sadly she died, with two of 
her cubs - but the third, Topsy, 


survived and was fostered by 
another lioness obtained from 
Bristol Zoo. 

War spell the end of the 
Whaley Ark, amid fears that 
bombing would injure or free 
the animals, and they were 
transferred to regular zoos. The 
pig farm, however, sailored on 
for decades. Then there were 
the ducks and the geese and 
the goats ... 


ENAMEL BADGES 

Tie Slides, Cuff 
Stick Pins, Etc. 

Made to order 
competitive 
prices. 


The Gift &h op 

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 
ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE. E7.S0 

BOSUNS CALL: Brass & Copper with chain _ only £ 6.50 

CUFF UNKS: AN Crown, While Ensign, RM, BRNC.... pair £ 7.50 

REAL MARCASITE Navy Crown Brooch £15.00... Sub-Mariners gill brooch ... £9.00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack ...ea £ 2,95 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor, 

Britannia, Submariner, HN Anchor, WANS, and many offers............L70 

TIES: RNA, RNR, RM, MN_...£6.50. FAA, Submarines and others.£10.50 

Prices include PS. P. Cheque* payable lo 'Central Accte BRNC. Send SAEtor mm detailed lilt, 

THE GIFT SHOP, BRNC, DARTMOUTH, DEVON, TQfi 0HJ. 

TEL: 01803 6771 IB FAX: 01803 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome} 


We can replace 
them NOW! 
Full Size & Mins 
Mount For Wearing 

Ribbons <£ Cap Badges 


for ex-military civilian 
services ,* 

MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 
GENERAL SERVICE CROSS 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL 
SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL 
BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL 

SAE for BrochureJApplication Forms/Replacement List 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

(Dept NN). NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLVMOt/m. DEVON. PL8 t Dll 
Telephone 01752 872672 Fax 01752 872723 


• Lion cubs Rex and 
Josephine on arrival at 
HMS Excellent’s zoo in 
1936 . They were brought to 
Britain in the troopship 
Lancas hire wh ich had 
sailed from the Far East. 
Their mother had been 
kilted by a shooting party 
in East Africa and the cubs 
had been adopted by a 
Royal Navy destroyer 
which took them to China.. 


£ npmiOAWSZlKB £ 


Excellent 


lion at HMS 
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Birthday Honours 


THE following were named in the 
Queen's Birthday Honours List: 

KGB 

Vice Admiral John Srigstocke. 

CB 

Rear Admirals Terence Loughran and 
Petor Scourse MBE 

CBE 

Commodores Alan John Bannister and 
Norman David Squire RFA: Brig Jonalhan 
Thomson QBE, QGM. 

OBE 

Cdrs Richard John Alberry, John David 
Bray. Richard Desmond Coupe, Peter Dixon 
Crabtree. Roger Charles Harvey, Peter 
Brenton Hinchctifte, William Richard Scot! 
Jenkins. Stephen John Timms. 

MBE 

Ll Cdrs Paul Robert Brundle, James 


Charles Johnson, Richard Brian Jones, 
Christopher Worrall Jordan. Stephen Edward 
Leggett. Alan Douglas Matcoimson. 

Lts Derrick Teasdale and Peter Dawson 
Tomlin. 

WO (OPS) (MW) Peter Hitchcock, 
WGfMEA)(M) Andrew Docherty McDonald. 
WO(WTR) William Joseph McIntosh. 
WO(WTR) Peter Arthur Nicholls, 
WO(OPS)(S) Marlin Owen. WO(WTR) 
Anthony William Leonard Sutherland. 

CCMEA(ML) Thomas Buchanan, GPOPT 
Victor John Parsons, CPO(R) Neil Richards. 
C POME Aim ) John Houston Tail, CPOWEA 
Andrew Michael Wyatt. 

POWWTR Debra Hampton. POWTR 
Christian Rubin Jennings. 

RVM (Silver) 

POMEM(M) David Tony Rayner, A/LS(M) 
David John wnarram, AB(M) Stephen Ernest 
HisJop. 


Appointments 


A/Capt A* R. Nance to be pro¬ 
moted captain and to be CO. 
HMS Montrose and Captain Sixth 
Frigate Sqn. Aug, 28. 

Cdr R, J, Ibbotson to be pro- 
moted captain and to be CO, 
HMS Beaver and Captain First 
Frigate Sqn. Nov. 18. 

Cdr S. P. Cleary to be CO. 
HMS York, Sept, 13. 

Cdr T. P. Fraser to be CO, 
HMS Gloucester Sept. 30. 

Cdr C, J* Hamp to be CO, 
HMS Sheffield. Sept. 2. 

A, f Cdr S. R* Baum to be CO, 
HMS Triumph. Nov, 21. 


Promotions to Chief 


ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in June for the following to be 
advanced to Acting Charge Chiel Artificer: 

To ACCMEA: S.A. Heap (Triumph). 

To ACC WE A DW. Hoars (DG Ships 
Bath). S,E. Clayton (Coifingwaod), M.J. Wafts 
(Collingwood), S.W. Tickle (RH Haslar). S.J. 
Garberry (Drake CPM) 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 

AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in June tor the lollowing to be 
promoted to CPG: 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN GROUP) 

To CPO(M); P Flolfe (Richmond), PJ. 
Jordan (Forward). 

To CPO(R); D. Twist (Dryad), 

To CPO(S) D Emmerton (Dryad), 

COMMUNICATIONS 
REGULATING AND PT 
To CPQPT K G. Clark (Osprey), D.V 
Pepper (RNC Cen Sup Stf). 

To MAA(W) S.D. Morgan (NP 1002 
Diegoga), 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 

To CROC A; K.F Pate (Monmouth), S.P 


StapenhilLHunl (Cornwall). 

MARINE ENGINEERING MECHANICS 
To CPOMEM(M): M A Wain (CFM 
Portsmouth), A,W. Milne (Excellent), C.E. 
Purvis (Excellent). 

WEAPON ENGINEERING MECHANICS 
To CPOWEM(R): A McCmtyre (Spey), 
5.G. Corbett {Cardiff}, J.P. Davey {St 
Vincent), T. Isherwood (Liverpool). R,J. 
Davies (Drake CFM). P.H. Lavers (York). 

fleet air arm 

To CPOAEM(M): B Rowarlh (810 Sqn 

" " To CPOA(AC): M.A. Kent-Ledger (RNAS 
Portland), I. Penhaligon (810 Sqn Seanawk), 
To CPOACMN: A. Burry (010 Sqn 
Seahawk), J.G, Davies (BIO Sqn Seahawk), 
To CPOA(SE): S. Hutchings (DGA(N) 
ASE). 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPOA(SMMHO): P.A, Bradgate 
(Victorious Port), 

CPO ARTIFICE H/TECH NIC! AN 

Commodore Naval Drafting has been noti¬ 
fied of the following advancements to Chiel 
Petty Officer Artificer/Tech nician which were 


made by Commanding Officers: 

To CPOMEA: P.M. Mortimer (Cardiff). 
P.J. Mulroy (Supt ol Diving), C.D, Robinson 
(CFM Portsmouth). 

To ACPQMEA: L.W. Allgood (Sheffield), 
K.D. Atkinson (Chatham), M.P. Blench (CFM 
Portsmouth), S. Gudd (Boxer), N. Charelton 
(Neptune SMI), S, Collier (Drake CFM). R.T 
Crazier (Sultan), G.R. Hilliard i Cardiff), D.P. 
Jung (Renown Port). J.M. Kemp (CFM 
Portsmouth), G. Mos& (Neptune NT). R.E.fl. 
Whiting (Sultan). 

To CPOWEA' P.R. Francis (Excellent). S 
Glay&her (Birmingham), G. Lock (OGSS 
Bristol). S. McDonald (Vanguard Port), G.D. 
Millar (Neptune NT). J.P. Niven (MOD 
DFS(GlS)Gcs), J.W Pacey (Collingwood), 
S.G. Robson (Collingwood). S. Simpson 
(Neptune NT). D J. Towers (Monmouth). 

To AGPOWEA; J. Berston (Neptune NT), 
A. Field (2SUCNH), S.G, Green (DCS SM 
Bristol), G.A, Harvey (Collingwood). S.M. 
Peltit (Collingwood). D.G, Pirrie 
(Westminster). 

To CPOAEA: RAT Not! (702 Sqn 
Osprey), D.J. Reskelly (RNAS Gold rose) 

To CPOCT: S.P. Garnett (Beaver) 

To ACPOCT: C J. Knighl (Coventry), AJ. 
Lambert (RNU RAF Digby). 


Points 


THE following list shews the total points of 
Ihe men and women a| lhe top of each 
advancement rosier tor petty officer and lead¬ 
ing rate In June. 

Intermediaries (Int) indicates that person 
nel can be advanced betora they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before Ihe roster 
can be adjusted to take account of them. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
“basic date" order. Dales shown again si “Inf 1 
rosters are the basic dales of Ihe top eligible 
personnel. 

The number following the points (or basic 
date) is the number of men who were 
advanced during May. 

CCMEAML 74(17.6 96) Nil: CCMEAEL 

Dry. Nil: CCMEAMLSM Dry, 1; 
CCMEAELSM • Dry, Nil; CCWEAADC • Dry, 
2. CCWEAWDO Int (IS.4.97). 2; 
CCWEAADCSM Dry, Nil: CCWEAWDO SM 
Dry. Nil: CCAEAM 245 (1.594), Nil; 
CCA EAR - 502 (1.9.951, Nil: CCAEAWL 
385 (1.9.92), Nil 


PO( E W)( O) 2S0 (156 95). Nil : LS(EW) 
- Ini (14.2.95), Nil; PO(M) - 113 (13.9.94), 1; 
LS(M) ■ 73 (15.11.94). Nil; PO(R) 376 

(15.9.92) 2: LS(R) 215 (13,7.93). Nil: PQ(S) 
Ini (16,1.95), 1: LS(S) 339 (16,2.93), 

Nil; PO(D) - '562 (6.12.91). Nil: LS(D) - 656 
(26,9,90), Nil: PO(MW)(Oj - Int (13.2.96). Nil; 
LS(MW) - 263 (12.10.93) . Nil; PO(SR) - 430 

(13.10.92) , Nil; LS(SR) - 220 (15.6.93), Nil; 
PO(SEA) - 514 (6.12.91). Nil. 

POCY 484 (9 6 92), Nil; LRO(T) - 361 
(13.10.92), Nil: POPS 496 (24.9.91), Nil; 
LRO(G) 347 (19.12.92). Nil; POCO 102 

(11.10.94) . Nil; LRO 403 (13.10.92), Nil 
(See final paragraph). POPT ■ 433 (9.6.92). 
3, RPO 515 (5.11.91), 1. P0MEM(L)(GS) - 
Dry. 5: LMEM(L)(GS) Ini (2,4.97). 6; 
POMEM(MHGS)-491 (15.10.91 >, 4; LMENI- 
(M)(G S) 296 (13.5 93). 8: P OWEM{ 0)( GS) 

239 (20 10.93), 1; LWEM(O)fGS) -114 

(21.7.94) , Nil; POWEM(H)(GS) 235 
2,11.93). 15; LWEM(R)(GS) 225 (10.7.93). 
Nil; POCA 364 (29.9.92). Nil, LCH(GS) 



BUYING A NEW CAR? 

Make it a Peugeot 



available on whole Peugeot range at 

Rangers TMS Ltd 

We at RANGERS TMS LTD (a Peugeot main dealership) operate a scheme 
entitled Personal Home Use for the purchase Of Tax Paid Peugeot cars. To 
qualify lor ihe scheme you need to be a serving member of H M Forces. We 
provide a comprehensive range of services to our customers, including: 

* A convenient and generous trade-in facility 
Finance at Competitive Prices r Car Insurance 

Rangers TMS L.t«i 

Bulford Road. Durrington, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 8DL 
Telephone: (01980) 653434 Fax: (01980) 654256 



THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialists 


2 nights DBB £55.00 pp . 3 nights DBS £75.50 pp 
_ (prices include Banquet meat) _ 


We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy- holding Reunions for: 
HMS EXETER. HMS SHEFFEILD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMS TENBY, 

HMS ARETHUSA. HMS CUMBERLAND, and the TON CLASS ASSOCIATION, 
The Trecam has 136 En-Swle bedrooms with colour TV, tea making facilities, and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guesls, The hotel has a large Dining Room lhat can hold up lo 
300 Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal for any association 
regardless ol its membership size. 


STOP PRESS II! After last year’s successful Naval Reunion “Showcase", held lor 
Organisers of Reunions, we are repeating the weekend on January 23rd-26th 1998. 
For Information please Contact: 

BRYAN PITMAN - GENERAL MANAGER, TEL: mm mm 


368 (28.12.92), 4; POSTD(GS) 610 

(12.12.90) . Nil; LSTD(GS) • 235(17 6.93). 1: 
POSA(GS) 483 (29.6 921. Nil. LSA(GS) 
223 (9.11.93). Nil: POWTR(GS) 374 

(14.12.92) , Nil: LWTH(GS) 274 (16.9.93), 
Nil; POM A - Int (10.1.95). 1: LMA 281 

(11.1.94) . Nil. 

PO(S)(SM)(0) - 563 (19.12,91), Nil: 
LS(S)(SM) - 545 (7.8.91). Nil; PO(TS)(SM) ■ 
413 (189.92), Nil, LSfrSHSM) 405 

(27.7.92) , Nil; PQRS(SM) - 542 (312.911. 
Nil; LRO(SM) 417 (9.6.92), Nil. POM EM- 
(L)(SM) 91 (5,10.94). Nil; LMEM(L)(SM) ■ 
Int (8.3.95), Nil; POMEM(M)(5M) - Int 

(17.10.96) . 2: LMEM(M)(SM) Int (2-5.96). 

8; POWEM(R)(SM) - 403 (3.11,92), Nil; 
LWEM(R)(SM) ■ 742 ( 25.6.90). Nil: 

POSA(SM) Inf (4.11.96). Nil; LSA(SM) 
229 (4.11.93), Nil; PQWTR(SM) 322 
(11.3-93), Nil: LWTR(SM) - 372 (31.12.92), 
Nil; POCA(SM) 92 (20.10 94), t; LCH(SM) 

- 764 ( 29.7.90), Nil: PQSTO(SM) - 620 

(2.12.90) , Nil. LSTD(SM) - 1329 (16.6.87), 
Nil, 

PDA(AH) 1082 (16.7 SB). 5; LA(AH) 
702 (5.3.90), 6; POA(METOC) fnl 

(5.11.96) , Nil; LA(METOC) - Int (1.6.95), Nil; 
POA(PHOT) 829 (6.2 90), Nil; POA(SE) 
750 ( 20.7.90), 1: LA(SE) 353 (25.9.92), 1; 
POACMN 535 (11.7.91), 4; POAEM(M) 
299 (4.3.93) p Nil; LAEM (M) 413 (28.2.92). 
6. PQAEM(R) - Ini (20.3 96), Nil, LAEM(R) 

- 500 (27.6.91), Nil; POAEM(L) Dry. Nil 
LAEM(L) - 329 (25.2.93). 1; PQAC - Dry. Nil 

POW(R) ■ 387 (10.11,92), Nil LW(R) 
Dry. Nil; POW(RS) - 705 (25.9.90). Nil; 
LWRO 761 (5.6,90), Nil; POWPT 611 

(11.6.91) , Nil; RPOW 470 (10.3.92), Nil; 
POWCA • Int (15.6,951. Nil; LWCH 269 

(10.7.93) , Nil: PO WSTD -769(16.7.90).Nil; 
LWSTD ■ 455 (20.2.92). Nil. POWSA - 174 

(8.3.94) . Nil; LWSA 246 (17.6.93), Nil: 
POWWTR 331 (26.3.93), Nil; LWWTR 

195 (28.2.94), Nil; POWWT R(G) Dry. N il; 
POW(METOC) Dry. Nil: LW(METOC) - Dry. 
Nil: POWPHOT 215 (5.10 93), Nil; 

POWAEM(M) Dry, Nil; LWAEM(M) Dry. 
Nil: POWAEM(R) - Dry, Nil: LWAEM(R) 
584 (14.12.90), Nil: POWAEM(L) ■ 865 
(9.3.89), Nil; LWAEM(L) - Dry. Nil: POWETS 
924 (10,12.89). Nil; LWETS 353 

(22.9.92) , Nil. 

LWTE L 475 (4.6.91). Ni I POWWA 332 

(10.3.91) . Nil: LWWA 477 (30.10.91). Nil. 
POWDHYG - Ini (14 12,95). Nil; POWDSA 
Int (0.8.96). Nil: LWDSA Int (31.5.96), Nil: 
PQEN(G) Dry, Nil: LEN(G) - Dry, Nil. 
PONN 224 (11.1 94). Nil. POMA(Q) Dry, 
Nil; LMA(O) - In! (14:3.95). Nil. 

PO(AWW) Int (17,12.96), Nil; 

LQM(AWW) - Int (27.11.96), S; PO(AWT) 
Dry, Nil: LOM(AWT) Int (21,2.97). Nil. 

PO(UW) Dry. Nil; LOM(UW) Int 

(15.10.96) , 1. PO(EW) - Dry. Nil; LOM(EW) 

- Int (19.11,96), Nil; PO(MW) Dry. Nil: 

LOM(MW) - Dry. 1, PO(C) - Dry. Nil. 
LOM(C) Ini (11.3.97), Nil: PO(SSM) Dry, 
Nil: LOM(SSM) - Int (1.5.96). Nil: PO(TSM) 
95 (3.11.94) Nil. LOM(TSM) - Int (29.6,95). 
Nil; PO(CSM) 460 (9,6,92), Nil; 

LOM(CSM) In! (20,6.96). Nil; PO(WSM) - 
312 (5.1 93). Nil, LOM(WSM) 560 

(22.5.91) , Nil. 

The Basic Dates quoled for the female 
ratings in ihe following categories, which 
have no examination for Ihe next higher rale, 
are applied m accordance with OR 1066 
Chapter 22: 

POWTEL - 669 (28.4.93), Nil. 

The number of BIS's issued in the female 
categories are those advanced from the 
female Shore Roster. 

All HO(T)1 and RO(G)1 ratings who have 
passed tor ihe higher rale and who have 
completed or are yel to complete the cross- 
trained LROQG have been transferred to the 
cross-trained LRO advancemeni roster. 

Equipment show 

THE ROYAL Navy and British 
Army Equipment Exhibition 
will be held at Farnborough on 
September 1-5, and at 
Portsmouth Naval Base during 
September 2-4- The theme will 
be Services logistic and equip¬ 
ment support. 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the July head¬ 
lines of past decades.., 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 



• HMS Sirius arrives in Singapore on her way 
to Tonga for the coronation of the Pacific 
island's new king in duty, 1967. 


40 years ago 


PORTSMOUTH Field Gun team set a new record 
for the Royal Tournament run at 3min, 11,6sec,, 
and came home in triumph, having swept up all 
the competition trophies. 

30 years ago 


HMS DREADNOUGHT was reported to have 
become the first of the Navy's nuclear powered 
submarines to sink a ship with torpedoes. The tar* 
get was the forward pari of the German tanker 
Essberger Chemist which had remained afloat 
after the ship had broken in two as a result of an 
accident off the Azores Dreadnought and the- 
frigate HMS Salisbury were ordered to sink the 
wreckage, which had 300 tons of acetone and 
alcohol on board. The submarine fired three hom¬ 
ing torpedoes which hit the target, and Salisbury 
fired her 4.Sin guns at the vessel which went down 
ablaze. 

20 years ago 


THE NAVY'S modernised square-rig uniform was 
about to be launched, reported Navy News: 
"While the traditional look is largely retained, the 
uniform should prove easier to put on, wear and 
maintain, and the famous bell-bottoms will disap¬ 
pear, although the new trousers will be flared." 
Separate silk facings would be dispensed with. 


Swop drafts 


POWTR Warnecke. HMNB Portsmouth, 
ext 26487, drafted Northwood (DV required), 
Aug. 7. Will swop tor any Portsmouth draft. 

RQ1 A. Howes. HMS Chiddingfold, 
BFPO 254 (HMNB Porlsmoulh ext 22411). 
Will consider any draft, preferably a small 
ship. 

AB(R) Lawson, Range Safety. HMS 
Cambridge, Wembury, Plymouth, drafted 
HMS EllusIrkouSn Sept, (Navs Yso if 
required).Will swop tor any Plymouth ship. 

WOM(AW)1 J, Cox. HMS Exeler (HMNB 
Portsmouth ext 22491), drafted HMS 
Liverpool. BFFG 327, July Will swop tor any 
Type 42 deploying or not- 

LRO Joseph, HMS Chiddingfold, BFPO 
254, will consider any draft, preferably 
Plymouth based. 

CHI Hayrm, HMS Raleigh ext 41268. 
drafted HMS Illustrious, Oct, Will swop lor 
any Plymouth ship, preferably nol deploying 
this year. 

MEM(M)1 Cawlhorne, HMS NewcasMe. 
BFPO 343, deploying Nov. Will swop with 
any non-depk)ying, Portsmouth Type 42. 

A/LOM (AWW) Rattenbury, HMS 
Cambridge exl 7753 L dralted HMS 
Richmond, Feb. Will swop for HMS Ocean or 
any other Devonport ship. 

AB(EW) Gentry. HMS Collingwood. Will 
consider any Type 22/42 deploying (preler- 
ably Type 42). 

ROI (U) Ball, HMS Exeter, BFPO 278, 
drafted HMS Cardiff, BFPO 249, July, Will 
consider any other draft. 


WEM(R) Thompson (T9N trained), 4 
Mess. HMS Herald, BFPO 296. Will swop tor 
any Plymouth ship, preferably not deploying. 

LSA Norrle. HMS Boxer (male billet), 
DED unii Feb, Devonport ex) 53160 Will 
swop for any Portsmouth ship (except 
CVS/LPD) nol due to enter DED/fefit 

MEM(L) King. ML1 CFM Team. HMS 
Drake [personal tel. 0410 510363). drafted 
HMS Covenlry. July 7. Will swop for any 
Plymouth Type 23. 

CH Patton 01705 678696. drafted HMS 
Gloucester, Sepi. 30. Will swop tor Plymouth 
ship, 

A,LWWTR Dehble Sutherland HMS 

Collingwood UPO from June 3. Will swop tor 
any Portsmouth establishment. 

WWTR1 Pentland, HMS Sultan UPO, 
drafted Rosyth. Sep!. 25. Will swop for 
Fastane draft. 

OM(C)i Hogden. 30 Man Mess. HMS 
Gralton. BFPO 291, will swop tor any shore 
establishmenVMSO in Portsmouth area. 

CHI D, F. Roberts 2 Slbd Mess, HMS 
York. BFPO 430. deploying Feb. Will swop 
for any Portsmouth ship not deploying next 
year. 

LMEM(M) Wardley. HMS Atherstone, 
BFPO 215, will swop lor any Faslane MGMV 

LSfEW) Bennett. HMS Montrose, BFPO 
339, drafted HMS Brave, Sepl.. deploying. 
Will consider any other Plymouth ship. 

LCH Fielder. Wardroom Galley, HMS 
Nelson, drafted HMS Glasgow, Aug, 25. Will 
swop for any Portsmouth snip not deploying. 


STD Bray. HMS Quorn. BFPO 368, will 
swop tor any Portsmouth ship deploying or 
not. 

STD Fergie. 39 Man Mess. HMS Argyll. 
BFPO 210, will swop for any Portsmouth car¬ 
rier deploying or not, or HMS Ocean. 

AB($) Mabbutt 3P Mess HMS 
Nottingham, BFPO 346, deploying Sept, (bit- 
let tor AB or OM(UW)2. Will swop tor any 
shore base or ship not deploying. 

LWEM(R) J. R Mo Knighl, PJHQ. HMS 
Warrior ext 46750, will swop tor any 
Devonport shore draft, 

QM(C) A, J. Welkins. 6G Stbd Inner 
Mess, HMS Illustrious, BFPO 305, returning 
to UK Aug. Will swop for any Portsmouth or 
Devonport ship deploying soon after. 

LOM(AWT) McMahon, tel 93835 4361, 
dralted HMS Sheffield. Oct. 20. Will swop for 
any Portsmouth Type 23 or shore establish¬ 
ment. 

CH Pitt-Retisell. HMS Quom, BFPO 366, 
Will swop for any Portsmouth ship deploying 
or not. 

LWWTR Helm. HMS Nelson exL 22774, 
will Swop for any Fastone draft. 

LS(S) Hunt, HMS Cardiff. BFPO 249 will 
swop tor any Portsmouth Type 42- 

OM(C)1 Doekerty, HMS Coventry, BFPO 
259, deploying in Ocl. Will swop for any non- 
deploying Plymouth ship. 

LWEM(R) Ludtom SCU Leydene (ex 
HMS Mercury) ext 4227. Will swop for any 
Plymouth shore base. DV required. 


Deaths 


POACMN Warren Rhodes. 771 NAS 
(SAR Flight). May 20. 

POWEM(R) Joe Anlhony Baker FtM 

Poole. May 31. 

Cpl Bugler Glyn Eric Jones, FtM School 
ol Music, Portsmouth, May 27 as a result of a 
road accident. 

Mne Damian Deeley. Commando 
Logistic Regl. May 29 as a result of a fall 
while rock climbing. 


Vice Admiral Sir Alas lair Ewing KBE, 
CB, DSC, wartime destroyer captain and 
Admiral Commanding Reserves 1960-62 
Served 1926-62. Snips: Hood, Suffolk, 
Vanquisher. Valorous. Shamrock, Imogen 
(MID), Olfa (CO, Arctic convoys including 
PQ17), Cattistock (CO, MID), Diomede (CO), 
Cheviot (CO). Vanguard (CO). Naval 
Secretary 1956-58. FO Flotillas 1958-60. 
May 19, aged 88 

Vice Admiral Malcom Rutherford CBE, 
Chief Naval Engineer Officer 1994-96, 
Served 1958-96, Ships: HM submarine 
Thermopylae Conqueror, See pi re, 

Glamorgan, Collingwood (CO), lirsl non- 
Seaman specialist to be Naval Secretory 
1992-94, Deputy Chief of Defence Staff 
(Systems) 1994-95. Former president of RN 
& RM Mountaineering Club, Fellow ol Royal 
Geographical Society. June 6. aged 56 

Rear Admiral Alec Tyndate-Biscoe. CB, 
OBE. Flag Officer Reserve Aircraft 1957-59. 
served 1920-59. Ships: York, Glorious, 
Vanguard. President. Nuthatch, Condor 
Assistont Engineer-in-Chief Fleet ’950-53, 
CO RNAS Anthem 1953-55, Fleet Engineer 
Officer Mediterranean 1955-57. Member of 
Associalion of RN ; Officers. Aged 90. 

Cdr Edwards (Teddy) Woodward DSO 
and Iwo Bars, CO of HM submarine 
Unbeaten at Malta in WWll. Served 1923-46 
Ships: Ben bow, HM submarines Rover, 
Regulus, H28 (CO). Tactician (CO) Awarded 
DSO for 12 successful war patrols in 
Unbeaten. Second DSO came tor sinking U- 
374 in Med., and third tor sinking Malian sub¬ 
marine Guglielmotti. Member of Association 
of RN Officers Aged 86 

Cdr Leslie (Tug) Wilson, FAA officer who 
played major rote in tactics and training of 
merchant aircraft carriers (MAC ships) in 
WWll. Served 1929-58. Ships: Resolution, 
Barham (as rating), HM submanne Rover, 
Glorious (Swordfish observer. 825 Sqn); 
Fulmar aircrew and survived sinkings of CAM 
ships Patia, Michael E, Springbank. Archer 
(CO 834 Sqn Hying Swordfish), MAC ship ss 
Empire MacAlpine (staff officer). HMS Mo nek 
on staff of FO Carrier Training, HMS 
Venerable. Tamar, Ocean, Triumph Duke of 
York. Merlin, Albatross (Australia). Aged 83. 

Cdr Robin Rodger, early FAA pilot. 
Served 1914-46. Ships: Agamemnon (WWl), 
Caryslort, Eagle (after gaining FAA pilot's 
wings in 1925), Courageous, Norlolk, 
Glorious. Aphis (CO). Royal Oak Spent 
WWll in Minislry ol Aircraft Produclion. Gifted 
musician and wrote music tor 1932 West End 
hit Whtle Parents Sleep. Friend Ol Noe! 
Coward. Aged 95. 

Rev Henry Chappell RNVR DSC. 
Mentioned in Despatches when chaplain to 
4th Destroyer Flotilla during Bismarck action. 


Ships - Emerald, Zulu (survivor). Calliope. 
Aged 87. 

Lt Cdr Brian Walsh-Alkins CMG, CVO, 
RNVR. FAA navigator In WWll. Wounded 
during N Africa landings: commanded air¬ 
craft from Merchant Aircraft Carriers (MAC 
ships Posl-war diplomat and General 
Secretary ol Abbeyfieid Society,April 28. 
aged 82. 

Lt Cdr Gilbert Jones, served in WWll on 
Atlantic and Caribbean convoys. Played 
rugby for United Services. RN and 
Hampshire. President of Mumbles Rugby 
Club, Swansea. Aged 79. 

Fred Nufbcam MVQ. RN firelighting 
instructor in Portsmouth during WWll. Head 
Gardener at Buckingham Palace 1954-78. 

Peter Winch served 1944-47. 
Philosopher and major inlerpreter of 
Wittgenstein's work. Fellow, and Dean of 
Faculty of Arts. King's College, London, Apnl 
27. aged 71. 

Charlie Keenan, ex-LS(COXN). served 
1937-52. Ships; Cardiff. Tartar. Hornet, 
MGB$ and MTB$. Aged 76. 

Richard Hare. ex-CPO, served 1964-89. 
Ships included HMS Invincible in Falklands 
War. April 20. aged 48, 

Albert Jacobs. Ex-USlo Ships: 
Rockingham and landing craft in Italy. May 
12. aged 75- 

Ken, J. Edwards. ex-C/Sgf PTf RM. 
served 1938-60, WWll service in 43 Cdo, 
Ships: Devonshire, Triumph. Vice president 
of United Services Rugby Club (Portsmouth). 
May 13. Sgpd 76. 

Alan (Blackie) Robinson, member of 
HMS Cumberlano Association and of the 
North Russia Club. April 26, aged 77. 

Peter Stringer, served 1949-58. Member 
of lhe Aircraft Handlers Association. 

Frank (Maverick) Saunders, served 
1962-85. Member of Aircraft Handlers 
Association. 

John Cheney. ex-Tel. Ships included 
HMS Woolwich. Also NLO WAF Wtog. 
Western Desert. Aged 77 

Albert Myers ex-PO, served 1939 46 
(MN 1930-37). Ships 1 Foresight. Newport. 
Eaglet (Mersey Div. RNR), Founder and old- 
est member ol Old and Bold Association. 
May 10. aged 89, 

Alan Hunt, ex-AB. Ships: Forester, 
Bermuda. Member ol HMS Forester 
Association. Aged 71. 

Arthur Russell, ex-AB. Ships; Forester, 
Nelson, Worcester. Windsor. Member of 
HMS Forester Association. Aged 77. 

Pele Gibbons. CPO Shipwright. Ships: 
Kent, Bristol. Also FAA field gunner. April 21, 
aged 57 

Jim Mitchell. Ships included HMS 
Campania (Arctic convoys). May 18. 

Mat Jones, hx-AB, Algerines AsSOCialion 
(HMS Espiegle 1945-46). April 28. 

John H. Brown, ex'Sig, Algerines 
Association (HMS Pluto 1950-51). May 3 

Jim McKenzie. ex-AB AA2, Algerines 
Association 1HMS Wave 1945-46). May 8- 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

Lt A. J. Berner DSC Ships: VelOx, 
Savage, Birmingham, Votage, Zephyr. 
Wakeful. 

Cdr (E) N. A. Dolton OBE. Ships: 
Ftodney. Presidenl, 


Lt Cdr E. M. Esmond Ships: Funous. 
Newfoundland, Cumberland, Hooke. 

Major the Rev J, K. Gardiner OBE. RM. 
Ships: President, Plymouth, Pembroke. 

Lt Cdr S. N, Knight. Ships: Indomitable, 
Sussex. 

Cdr (E) J, D. Robins. Ships: Royal 
Sovereign. Valient. Golden Hind. President. 
Apollo. 

Lt Cdr D J, H, Robinson. Ships: 
Burg head Bay. Dieppe, Counter Guard, 
Falcon. 

Lt Cdr R. Q, V. Stcney Ships: Jamaica. 
Superb, Cheviot, Excellent, Trafalgar. 

Lt W, H, Wilson RNVR Ships included 
HMS Vengeance. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Doug Dowie. Southend, ex-Sto 1st class, 
served in HM submarine Thorough. Member 
of Essex BOCA. 

Percy (Wally) Cattle, Harlow, CPOGl, 
served 1916-46. Ships: Barham. Nelson, 
Ringtail. Formidable (survived wfth minor 
injuries attack by kamika/es). Honorary 
member of Essex branch of FAA Association. 
May 1, aged 96. 

Ross Reed Harlow, former Coastal 
Forces and RN Commando, served 1943-56. 
May 10, aged S3. 

John Stone, president High Wycombe 
and of No. 6 Area 

James Anderson BEM, Dundee Ex- 
ERAl. Ships: Vivacious (Dunkirk), Jackdaw, 
indomitable, Tara, Resource Servetf as 
RNBT representative Aged 83. 

K. J. Edward. Portsmouth, ex-RM. May 
13 . 

Clitf Cullum, Shrewsbury. ex-RM Cdo. 
Veteran of Dieppe, Normandy and Far East. 
Aged 99, 

Thomas Dyer, Dartford. March 21, aged 
72, 

Frederick Storey, Nuneaton, aged 74. 
Len Kenyon, treasurer and founder 
member Garshalton. Ships: Glory (Korea). 
May 14, aged 67. 

Fred Langtry, Carshalton, Ships included 
HMS Amethyst- May 18. aged 72. 

Maurice Digged Carshalton. Ex-RM. 
Ships: London. Implacable, Sheffield, 
Newfoundland, Cumberland. Member of RM 
Association. May 22. aged 69. 

L. Williamson. Maidstone. HMS Vindex 
(Russian convoys). April 13. aged 73. 

J, Reed, vice chairman Maidstone. Ships; 
HMS Ajax, HMS Sinker (Russian convoys. 
April 27, aged 73. 

John Hannlngton. chairman Maidstone, 
Ex-FAA. HMS Albion. Aped 73. 

Ben Thompson. Swindon. Ex-SBPO, 
Ships: Fiji. s£ Perth, Bruce, Qrcadia. May 22, 
aged 77. 

Reg Adams. Herne Bay. Ships included 
HMS Ajax. May 11, aged 88. 

Ken Marsden. High Wycombe Ex-RM. 
Member ol 1ST 8 Landing Craft Association. 

Clifford John Thomas, former president 
Weston supers Mare. Ex-PQSBA. Served 
RNH Haslar. May 19. 

George Latham. Burnley & Pen die, 
Ships: Skate, Frobisher. Aged 88. 

Hector Densley. " Newark. Ex 
CPO(COXN), served 1921 -46. Ships: Daring, 
Wish art. Eskimo (Narvik), Member ol HMS 
Eskimo Association. M&y 22, aged 91 
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THE ROYAL NAVAL 

BENEVOLENT TRUST 

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS 


Because 25 year old Matthew Stabb's 
father served in the Fleet Air Arm, 
the RNBT was able to help Matthew 
when he needed a new wheelchair. 

Matthew is paralysed from the waist 
down and has other disabilities, but he 
leads as active a life as possible. 

He needs a special type of wheelchair 
and the RNBT, with other charities 
provided the £3,500 necessary to buy 
him a high tech 'Storm X$' model 


l/HO DOES THE 
RNBT HELP? 


If you are serving or have served as a 
rating in the Royal Navy or in the 
equivalent ranks in the Royal Marines 
you are entitled to be considered for 
help from the RNBT; 
so are your dependants. 


There is no length of service 
qualification * if you joined up that's 
good enough! And your entitlement 
continues for the rest of your life! 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust was established by Royal Charter in 1922 to help serving and 
ex-serving ratings in the Royal Navy, their Royal Marines equivalents, and their dependants. Since 
then the RNBT has given grants totalling about £90 million, in present day money, to an average 
of almost 100 Royal Naval people and their families every week. The support provided by the 
RNBT now runs at about £2 million each year. 


HOW THE RNBT 
CAN HELP YOU 


■ The RNBT gives over £1,5 million in grants 
each year to meet a wide variety of needs 
Including: 

Medical treatment and disability aids * 
Training courses for second careers * 
Accommodation, removal expenses and 
mortgage debts » Food and clothing • 
Equipment required for trade or business 
Gas, electricity and other bills • House 
repairs and furniture * Respite and 
recuperative holidays ■ and many others 

■ The RNBT gives about £400,000 annually in 
regular payments to more than 1,000 elderly 
people on very low income. 

■ The RNBT makes grants to a number of 
hospices, training colleges for the disabled, 
homes for the elderly, children's homes and 
other organisations which support the 
RNBT's people. 

M The RNBT administers Pembroke House, its 
own residential home in Gillingham Kent, 
for old Sailors and Royal Marines. 

■ The RNBT provides advice on welfare 
matters. 


Kieran Geary, who will be 4 in August, and 
his mother Susan are happy with his new chair 
from the RNBT. 

Kieran, the son of an 
RN rating, suffers from 
cerebral palsy and since his 
early days has needed a great deal 
of care to help his all round 
development 

When the Naval Personal & Families Service 
told the RNBT about Kieran, a grant was 
made to buy a special adjustable armchair for 
him. This provides the support which he 
needs and has proved invaluable. 


Royal Naval wife Patricia Robertson is a double amputee who leads 
a busy life helping others with just a little support from the RNBT. 

Patricia, whose husband Mike is the Coxswain of the RN Unit at Aberdeen 
University, spends much of her time working for local charities. 

The RNBT joined forces with other organisations to provide a 
powered wheelchair for 
Patricia to help keep her 
on the go! 


1997 is not only the RNBT's 75th Anniversary, it is also the Year of the Seafarer 
whose aim is to encourage people in the UK to remember the contribution 
which seafarers make to our country. We depend on them for defence, 
trade, food and transport. It also offers everyone a special opportunity to 
help the many seafarers in need by supporting nautical charities such as the 
RNBT. The role of the RNBT is as important today as it has ever been and the 
money required to meet the need increases year by year Please help by sending 
a donation to the address at the foot of this page. 


3 CHEERS 
for 3 CHAIRS 



YEAR OF TOE 


The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, Royal Marines and their dependants 

Tel: 01705 660296 

Castaway House, 311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, Hampshire P02 8PE 

Registered Charity 
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Education and Courses 


BEN STRIKES IT LUCKY 


P AY ATTENTION - front 
Mcdomslev, Consett, 12- 
year-old Ben Elliott has 
won a handsome 20-volume 
set of the Children’s 
Ency elopaedia Britann ica for 
his school’s new library. 

Phi leas Fogg, Jules Verne’s 
* A round the World in 80 
Days’ hero more lately busy 
plugging a famous local brand 


of alternative snacks, would 
approve. 

A competition in Navy Atewv, 
the newspaper of the Royal 
Navy currently operating in 
strength on the far side of the 
globe, was spotted by Ben’s 
ex-RN grandad. 

So Ben sent in his entry - 
and was picked out as the 
winner. 


Newlands 


An education for life 

Day & hoarding for girts and boys 27z - IS years 

* Fees in line with the BSA 

* A high percentage of 
FORCES boarders 

* One 2] acre campus 

* High academic standards 
ISA 1996 Best GCSE Results 

* Quality art, drama & music 

* Strong sporting tradition 

* Our DYSLEXIA Centre 
offers specialist teaching 

* Supportive earing family 
atmosphere 

Travel and escort arrangements include airports, Fareham, 

Romsey, Aldershot, Maidstone and Victoria Station. 

Tel: Susan on (01323) 490000 

lor a brochure or to arrange a visit. Fax (01323) 898420 



Newlands School, East ho u me Road, Seaford, E. Sussex, BN25 4NP 
New lands provides education for boys & girls. Reg. Charity No r 297606 


TRINITY 



SCHOOL 


"N 







BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
PREPARATORY 3-11 SENIOR 11-18 

* Small Classes 

* Excellent academic opportunities 

* Over 30 extra curricular activities 

* A well disciplined friendly, caring environment 

* Christian Ethos 

* One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders 

* Bursaries available for service children 

For further details please contact 
Mrs Collins 01626 774138 


-TRINITY SCHOOL- 


BUCKERIDCE ROAD • THGNMOUTH • DEVON *TQ14 8LY 
TEL (01626) 774138 

Trinity School is a charitable institute for the education of children 
Member of BA — Reg. Charity No 276960 — Accredited by 1SJC 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


CAREERS in SECURITY 


A career opportunity in Security is 
guaranteed on completion of the 
Professional School of Security 
home study course, specially 
designed to prepare members and 
former members of the Forces 
fora rewarding position In the 
Security Industry. 

For details write or telephone 


Professional School of Security 


Highbury Chambers, Skinner Si reef, 
Newport, Gwent NP9 tGZ 

Tel: 01633 222270 
Fax: 01633 222271 
( A division of the RCf group) 


TRAIN IN \ NE\1 CARKER AN \ 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR 


Five day residential courses run by 
a professional company. Qualified 
instructors will train you in 
theoretical and practical demands 
of this rewarding and challenging 
career. Tel: 01233 661000 or 
Send a SAE now for details to 
LPL Point House, PO Box 265, 
Ashford, Kent. TN23 IZH 


CALL NOW 
For a media pack 
on: 01705 724226 


With bis dad, sister 
Jenny and St Bede’s 
Comprehensive, 1 Winchester 
librarian Jean Stothard, he 
Ravelled down to Portsmouth 
to collect the prize. 

New Library 

Jean revealed that most of 
her budget had been spent on 
the new library facilities and 
so the books were the first set 
on the shelves. 

Presentation was made 
alongside Nelson’s Trafalgar 
flagship HMS Victory - still in 
commission after nearly 250 
years service, well over a 
century after Verne predicted 
the nuclear submarine in 
*20,000 Leagues Under the 


Sea’, today the main striking 
arm of Britain’s modern 
Fleet. 


COMPETITION!! 

To be in with a 
chance of winning 
a Sony Walkman 
see details of our 
new young readers 
club featured on 
page VIII of the 
supplement in this 
months issue . 


BOYS & GIRLS 3-18 
Day & Boarding 

y 9 4^ 


EMBLEY PARK 

The “Value Added” SCHOOL 

renowned for maximising potential 



Romsey 

Hampshire SOS I 6ZE 
Tel: 0/794 512206 
Fax: 01794 518737 

Registered Charity existing 
to educate children 


ST JOHN’S SCHOOL SIDMOUTH 

THE flexible boarding school 

(ideal for the busy family) 

"Among the best in the L3K providing benchmarks of 
excellence" 

(The Sunday Times) 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SERVICE FAMILIES AVAILABLE 

Write or ring for further information to: 

St John's School, Rmadttav, Sid month Devon ex 10 NR(L 

Tel 01395 513984 

St John's ls a charily m . 274KM ami crisis lo provide education for children. 


AN OPPORTUNITY 

- A DEGREE AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON 


The Mid Career Degree Scheme at University College 
London (UCL) offers RN technical personnel with good 
education qualifications and who are nearing the end of 
their service the opportunity of reading for a degree in 
Electronic or Mechanical Engineering at one of the top 
Universities in the country. 

A build-tip phase of distance learning supported by 
tutorials at UCL is followed by full time attendance at 
the University. All those who have graduated from the 
Scheme have embarked on successsful careers in 
industry. 

For further information contact, 

Mr Mike Bragg at: Continuing Education Office 
University College London, Gower Street 
London WC1E6BT. 

Tel. 0171 391 1604, 

E mail m + bragg@ucl.ac.uk 



UCL 


A true taste of Victory - Ben Elliott collects 
the prize of Encyclopaedia Britannica for his 
Schools new Library. 

ST DUNSTAN’S ABBEY 

SCHOOL PLYMOUTH 

DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 2 l f2 - 18 

★ High Academic Standard 
Dyslexia Unit 

★ Drama A Speciality 

★ Single Bedrooms 

Telephone fora prospectus: 01752 261356 

•A Chun tv providing ouuiily ctiuialion for children. 

f WJf’i'rv numht't UfaJ.tti 



0 


BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Ruche Court, Wickham Road, 
FAREHAJVI, P017 5BL 


Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 
Nursery school: rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department: 5-13 years 
GIRLS' BOARDING FACILITY NOW AVAILABLE 
Family atmosphere * Large Sports Grounds * Strong Forces Link 
For full details of Scholarships and a Prospectus 
Phase Telephone: Fareham (01329) 280955. Reg chant* 307346 


Convert your experience 
into qualifications... 

Blackburn College offers a dazzling 
range of BTEC qualifications - 
(Me, HNC, HND, CMS and DMS). 
Designed to help members of 
HM Forces attain qualifications via 
accreditation prior learning. 


Contact Barbara Clarkson on: 

01254 292357 / 292373 
or fax 01254 681755 

B1ACKBURN COLLEGE 
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TECHNICIANS 

The Company 

FRA Serco Limited, a leading facilities management Company, 
currently has vacancies for the following personnel based at 
RAF Shawbury, near Shrewsbury: 

AIR ELECTRICAL (ELECTRICAL) 

AIR ENGINEER (RADIO) 

The Qualifications 

Successful candidates will have relevant trade training to 
LAEM/Artificer grades. 

Benefits 

Include free Life Assurance, Personal Pension Scheme, 

25 days holiday, competitive salary. 

To Apply 

Application forms and further details are available from: 

The Administrations Manager 
FRA Serco Limited, RAF Shawbury, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire, SY4 4DZ 

Tel: 01939 251048 


SERC9 



★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 

Ring 

01753 890243 

Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 



MILITARY CV SERVICES 

The original CV service tor HM Forces 
Established in im, 

A world-wide CV limn run by a farmer 
regular officer and current fu I Mi me 
career consultant Past clients include 
men and women of all ranks from every 
arm and branch of the services. 

Fail details from: Anthony Jacques 
56, High Weir Hoad, Guildford, Surrey, GU2 SRU 
TEL 01463 623766. 


CURRICULUM VITAE 

• Specialists in C.Vs 

• Convert Service Docs to civvy Jargon 

• Individually Tailored by Human 
Resource Professional 

• Qualify Comes as Standard 

REDE SERVICES 

82, Langdale Close, Estover, Plymouth 
TEUFAX: (01752) 700659 


FIRM SECURITY 


One of the UK's premier security companies 
has vacancies throughout the UK 
Wage is £4.00 per hour rising to £5.25 per hour , 

If you are smart, fit and enthusiastic we would like to 
see you. 

Please telephone 01933 671000 for a full 
information pack, 

in addition we offer a two day residential training 
course to BS7499 standards , uniform provided and 
excellent career prospects plus 4 weeks paid 
holiday per year 


THE FLEET AIR ARM MUSEUM 

DIRECTOR 

To be appointed Curatorial Grade B, equivalent lo Civil Service OS Grade 6. 

The Trustees of the Fleet Air Arm Museum invite applications for the above 
post which will fall vacant at the beginning of November 1997. The success¬ 
ful applicant will have proven experience at senior management level, which 
includes financial planning and management and will be capable of leading a 
learn and directing effectively. Such an applicani will be an innovator, a good 
communicator at all levels and have a genuine interest in Naval Aviation his¬ 
tory. Experience in the Museum or Heritage sector would be an advantage. 

The Fleet Air Arm Museum is one of the Principal Armed Forces Museums. 

It is also a NDPB and the Director acts as its Accounting Officer. 

Applicants should send their CV to: 

Ellen Davis, Assistant Command Secretary (Civilian Personnel & Administration) 
FONA HQ„ Yeovilton, Yeovil, Somerset. BA22 8HL 

A job description is available on request 
List doses: Monday 28 July 1997. 

The Fleet Air .4 rm Museum is an Equal Opportunities Employer 


WANTED 

Heavy Construction (all trades), Aviary Hangar\Hotel Construction, Greenhouse Farming, Sailing Vessel & 
Dirigible Builders, Captains, Co-Captains & other workers from around the World 


Retired, early-retired and downsized civilian/military personnel. Minimum age for registration is 30 . Senior Officers and Senior Petty Officers 
preferred. Sailing ship and/or Dirigible construction experience a plus. The following positions are available for our maritime and dirigible 
fleets and global construction projects: 

Position Number of Jobs Salary per year US dollars 


Everyone must be trained for their position and there is a basic English training program 
which is mandatory for everyone and will be completed in the applicant's home, in their 
home country. This basic program has a maximum completion time limit of 28 weeks 
(120 business days). In most cases, the average time to complete this program is 90 
days. The first 2,500 applicants (10 airplane flight loads) to come to the United States 
from each country, will be determined by who completes the English preparation 
process in the fastest time. All advanced training will be conducted in the United States. 
Those chosen for advanced training in the U.S. must purchase a round-trip airline tick¬ 
et to the United States, Applicants who have been selected, will come to the United 
States for the advanced training and will sign a contract with our company for a mini¬ 
mum of 6 years. After 6 years, employees will have the option of re-signing for another 
6 years and/or move into other positions within our corporations, globally. All will sign a 
15-year non-disclosure contract. Ail under contract for the captain and co-captain posi¬ 
tions will go into advanced Maritime and/or Dirigible training for a minimum of three 
years upon arrival into the United States, All others will begin working 90 days after 
arrival into the United States. Management trainees will receive a stipend of $52,000 
U.S. per year, while in training. Ail others will receive a stipend of $12.50 U.S. per hour, 
while in training. After training, individuals will work in one of the following locations: 
West Virginia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey or New York in the United States or Poland, 
Spain, Australia, Finland, Bulgaria, Romania, the Caribbean and the Netherlands. 

There is an initial fee of $939.95, which must be paid in advance by Letter of Credit or 
US Postal Money Order, along with registration. This fee is for the full medical and phys¬ 
ical examination (blood and fluids testing for TB, AIDS, HIV, and other social diseases 
- X-rays, EKG, EEG, Mammograms, etc.) and a video-taped interview, which are all 
prerequisites and will be conducted through our company operations. Those who fail 
the examination and if it is curable by medical attention, will be provided an opportuni¬ 
ty to re-apply. Once registered, applicant's must in the allotted time, complete the 
mandatory basic training program in their home, in their country by mail service. 

Once applicants have passed ail of the prerequisites: room and board in the U.S. will 
be paid for by our companies. Once hired, applicants will oe reimbuised for the*r round- 
trip ticket. 

To register send paper resume and Letter of Credit or US P >stal Money Order in the 

amount of $939.95 to: 

Global Maritime-Dirigible Projects c/o Seiler lnc. ? PO Box 1048, 

Whitehouse Station New Jersey OR839 USA 
Applicants wilt be contacted JO days after registration Corfu matron anc Milt receive full prograrr. 

instructions atm aetaus 


Captain (3 years training) 

15,000 

$250,000 

Co-captain (3 years training) 

15,000 

$200,000 

Helicopter Pilot 

15,000 

$75-150,000 

Scientist (all fields) 

250,000 

$75-650,000 

Engineer (all fields) 

250,000 

$35-750,000 

Greenhouse\Hydroponic Engineer 

100,000 

$35-500,000 

Medical Personnel (MD/Nurse/Staff) 

200,000 

$50-650,000 

Desalinization Engineers 

15,000 

$75-250,000 

Construction Workers (all trades) 

500,000 

$35-500,000 

Cooks 

5,000 

$15 to $50 per hr. 

Architect (heavy construction) 

100 

$250 to 600 per hr. 


Military Dependents, Community Cottage Industry 

This industry is being established and setup as a public service and to aid the families of military ser¬ 
vicemen. We will upgrade, educate, train and employ military spouses who are living on and off base. This 
program is being offered to spouses, so that they can earn a decent livable wage while their spouse is 
serving their country. We will upgrade, educated and train spouses through our Advanced 
EducationalVJob Preparation Program at no cost to the families, in order for a spouse to qualify for these 
cottages, spouses must agree to become educated and instructed in how to operate and maintain a cot¬ 
tage industry. Spouses will not be hired until they have completed this program, which is a minimum of 
120 business days or 18 months if needed. Spouses wifi earn a minimum of $15.00 per hour working in 
groups of 3 or more. 

Spouses will work in homes via telephone and fax machine. Duties of the cottages will Include working 
on the year 2000 global computer crisis, receive and arrange hotel, travel and flight reservations for our 
upcoming and continuing events, world job recruitment campaigns, subscription services and translations 
(if spouses have different language abilities, they earn $35 per hour). There will also be various selective 
and general business office duties. Once in the cottage industry circuit, job positions will move with spous¬ 
es globally. 

SEILER Inc., will administer all of the necessary instruction materials, maintain and pay for the required 
business telephone lines and all needed cottage business equipment (fax. telephone typewriters, nanny, 
computers, copiers, etc.) for this new industry, 

US Navy Reservist Lt Commander Abdel R Ruiz and his wife (Nancy) of Aguada p uer1o Rico (parents 
of have been sefected as the Directors and coordinators tor thus project and o.e. »eiler should be 
, addressed to Mr Ruiz. Registration for this project begins in June M H P9 7 

To register for the cottage industries. Please send your name, address spouses sendee num 
| ber and resume if applicable to MiMtar*- GoHaae Industry c/n ^-lor tnr: at noons »te 

i _--—„ , — ____ __— - 1 
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uULDROSE HTERNAnONAL AB DAY 


RN Air Station Quid rose 
celebrates its golden 
jubilee this year and its 
International Air Day on 
July 26 will feature a 
strong mix of flying dis¬ 
plays by aircraft ancient 
and modern. 

These will continue 
throughout the day and fea¬ 
ture the Red Arrows, the 
Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight, the Royal Navy Historic 
Flight, an FGN Tornado, RAF 
Tornados F3 and GR1 and 
Tucano and a Belgian Air 
Force Alpha jet. 

Civilian participants will 
include the Crunchies, Utterly 
Butterfly, and Shogun, 

Harvard, Hunter T8M, Sea 
Vixen, Vampire, Gipsy Moth, 
Tiger Moth, Stampe and 
Bueker aircraft. 

All the Helston air station's 
own aircraft types will also 
take part. 

Other entertainments on 
offer Include static aircraft and 
vintage car displays, stalls, 
sideshows and children’s 
amusements. 

Tickets are £8 on the day for 
adults - £5 if booked in 
advance at any branch of the 
Bristol and West Building 
Society in the South West 
region, from the RNAS 
Culdrose Public Viewing 
Enclosure or by sending a 
stamped addressed envelope 
to arrive before July 11 to 
Advanced Air Day Tickets, 
RNAS Culdrose, Helston, 
Cornwall TR12 7RH with a 
cheque made out to RNAS 
Culdrose Air Day Fund. 
Children under 13 are admit- 
ted free if accompanied. Tel 
01326 552460 for further 
details. 

Osprey 

hosts 

blind 

date 



HMS OSPREY entertained 
the World Blind Sailing 
Championships which saw 7 
nine countries, 21 crew and 
three categories of visually 
impaired sailors fight for Gold 
Medals off Portland last 
month. 

The standard was impressive at 
the event officially opened by 
Sports Minister Tony Banks. 

The Royal Marines Band dis¬ 
played their unique style and 
musical ability as each country 
presented its flag to the accompa¬ 
niment of the appropriate national 
anthem. 

In the end, the UK secured 
Gold, beating fierce competition 
from New Zealand. 

It was the third time the event 
had been stage. New Zealand and 
Australia acting as previous hosts 
while Florida is rumoured to be 
the next venue for this growing 
sport. 



• Aircraft oid and new: taking to the skies for the fast time before his retirement was Deputy Commander Fleet Vice Admiral Sir Jonathan Tod (inset) who during a visit to 
899 Squadron at Yeovitton was a passenger in a Harrier T8, the aircraft in which ail RN Sea Harrier piiots are trained. His pitot was 899 r s CO Lt Cdr Mark Boast They were 
intercepted by a Sea Hawk of the RN Historic Flight ftown by Lt Cdr Dave Baddams. Admiral Tod joined the RN in 1957 and after serving in the Far East trained as a pilot 
in 1961. RNAS Yeovitton and the Fieet Air Arm Museum have their own Heritage Day on duty 23 , Tet 01935 840565 for details. 



before departing on his finai voyage. 


T HE ARCTIC has been much in the news 
lately with the success of new expeditions 
to the North Pole that still underlined the 
dangers of any kind of travel in one of the 
world's most hostile regions, 

150 years ago last month the most famous Arctic 
explorer of the Victorian era paid the ultimate price. 
Sir John Franklin, leading an expedition to find the 
North-West Passage in HMS Erebus and Terror, 
died after his ships were beset in the ice - as eventu¬ 
ally did all their 129 officers and men as they 
attempted to walk out of the Arctic Circle back to 
civilisation. 

Last month a number of their descendants, led by 
Maj Anthony Gell, Franklins great-great grandson, 
met in London to lay wreaths in Westminster Abbey 
and visit the Franklin memorial at the Royal Naval 
College at Greenwich as well as other monuments 
dedicated to him in the capital. 

Franklin was born at Spilsoy, Lincolnshire in 1786 and 
entered the Royal Navy at 14. Within a year he was serving 
under Nelson at the Battle of Copenhagen in HMS 
Polyphemus which led the attack. 

Two months later Mid Franklin sailed for Australia in the 
discovery ship Investigator, commanded by his cousin, the 
leading cartographer Matthew Flinders who taught Franklin 
much about navigation. 

In 1804 Franklin was appointed signal midshipman in the 
Bellerophon and the following year was in the thick of the 
action at Trafalgar, performing “with very considerable zeal 
and ability 1 ’ on the poop deck where most of the officers, 
including the captain, were killed. 

He first ventured to the Arctic in 1818 as second in com¬ 
mand to David Buchan on a voyage which did not achieve 
great results hut served as a prologue to his three great 
Arctic expeditions. 

In 1819 he led one of two Arctic exploration parties 


despatched by the Admiralty, choosing an overland route 
through hostile terrain. It was bitterly cold, on one occasion 
the temperature falling to -50C, yet Franklin and his crew of 
Englishmen, Canadians and native American guides chart¬ 
ed nearly 600 miles of coastline. As a result, Franklin com¬ 
pleted the map of Canada and gave a definite shape to the 
North American continent. 

However, success came at a price. The party ran out of 
provisions on t he return journey and was forced to eat 
lichen, leather from their clothes and boiled bones from 
exhumed carcasses. Ten of the party of 19 died. One guide 
shot Mid Robert Hood in the head and was suspected of 
being responsible for killing and cannibal! sin mg other mem¬ 
bers of the party. 

T he survivors were eventually rescued and on his return 
to England Lt Franklin became a celebrity) 7 , his hard¬ 
ships and achievements having captured the public 
imagination. 

Franklin’s next voyage was the most ambitious yet. He led 
ar> overland search for the North-West passage from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, continuing the work he had begun on 
the previous expedition. Lessons were learned from the 
1819-21 search. Supply stations would be deposited at 
strategic points in advance and boats were specially built to 
Franklin's specifications. He set out with eight men on 16 
February 1825. 

The North-West Passage remained as elusive as ever, but 
another 1,200 miles of coastline were charted and the party 
returned with information on the region’s topography, geol¬ 
ogy, weather, solar radiation, magnetic variations and the 
Aurora Borealis, The expedition was a tremendous success 
and Franklin was acclaimed as one of the greatest explorers 
of his age. He was knighted in 1829, 

Ther Admiralty made another attempt to find the North- 
West Passage in 1845. At the age of 59 he was endorsed to 
command the expedition by Admiral Parry who statedf’He 
is a fitter man than any I know and if you don't let him go, 
the man will die of disappointment.’' 

The expedition in HMS Erebus and Terror began on 19 


May 1845, the best-equipped to leave England to date, car¬ 
rying enough provisions to last three years - including early 
canned food - and a lihraiy of some 2,900 books. 

T ittle is known of Franklin’s final voyage. In 1859 a 
search party commanded by Francis McCUntock 
J—/found a note from the crew at Victory Point, It con¬ 
tained two messages, written a year apart on the same piece 
of paper, the first, dated 28 May 1847, ends with “Sir John 
Franklin commanding the expedition. All welt.” Indeed, all 
must have seemed well. Although icebound, they were 
under 100 miles from the discovery of the North-West 
Passage. 

However, the second message read: “April 25, 1848. I IM 
Ships Terror and Erebus were deserted on 22nd April . . . 
having been beset since 12 September 1846 ... Sir John 
Franklin died on the llth June. 1847 and the total loss by 
deaths in the expedition has been to this date 9 officers and 
15 men.” 

In a few words, Franklin’s officers had recounted their 
deadlock and final desperate situation. 

During McClintock's search expedition, he found a ship’s 
boat mounted on a sledge. It contained two skeltons, cloth¬ 
ing and a large variety of other items. Two loaded shotguns 
were propped up against the boat’s side, presumably to pro¬ 
tect the occupants from packs of wolves. The only provisions 
found were a little tea and chocolate. 

Around 40 search expeditions were made in the years fol¬ 
lowing the disappearance of the party . To this day, explor¬ 
ers journey to the Arctic attempting to discover how and 
why so many men perished and what became of Sir John 
Franklin. 

In the 1990s Lt E.C.Coleman, RN made no less than 
four T 

Some graves have been found and there has been specu¬ 
lation over cannibalism, lead poisoning from the canned 
food and murder at the hands of natives - but most of the 
mystery remains. 
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Options 


WANTED 


CASH PA 


ID ANY ROLEX 





ROLEX PRINCE 

[Curved Sides) 

Silver/Stee! £750 minimum 
9ct Gold £ 1000 minimum 
! 8ct Go Id £2000 minimum 


ROLEX 

(Square or Rectangular) 
Silver £! 00 minimum 

9ct Gold £200 minimum 

1 Bet Gold £350 minimum 


ROLEX OYSTER 1920s-30s 
MENS [Cushion Shape] 

Silver £200 minimum 

9ct Gold £450 minimum 

I Bet Gold £750 minimum 


ROLEX OYSTER (Manual] 
!930s-40s-50s SMALL MENS 




ROLEX (Non Oyster) 
MENS 

Steel £100 minimum 

9ct Gold £200 minimum 

I Bet Gold £350 minimum 


ROLEX MOONPHASE 
195Os-0Os 


Steel 

Gold 


£3000 minimum 
£4000 minimum 


Steel £150 minimum 

9etGold £400 minimum 
I Bet Go I d £600 m ini m u m 

MILITARY 
WATCHES 

ANY 
BOXED 

ROLEX EXPLORER 1 

Steel £350 minimum CHRONOMETER 

ROLEX EXPLORER 11 

Steel £500 minimum 


ROLEX OYSTER Automatics 
1930s-40$ 

Steel £350 minimum 

9et Gold £700 minimum 
I Bet Gold £1100 minimum 


ROLEX OYSTER (Manual) 
1950S”7Gs 

Steel £ 100 minimum 

Gold £400 minimum 


ROLEX OYSTER DATE 
AUTOMATIC 

Steel £ 15 0 minimum 

Steel & Gold £250 minimum 
Gold £400 minimum 






ROLEX SUBMARINER 

(Date) (Any Shape) 

Steel £300 minimum Silver £50 minimum 

Stee!& Gold £800 mEnimun Gold £70 minimum 

Gold £1250 minimum 


ROLEX CHRONOGRAPH 
(DAYTONA] 

Steel £ 1750 minimum 

Gold £2500 minimum 



WRIST WATCHES AND POCKET WATCHES 




[Any Shape] 

Steel £600 minimum 

Gold Auto £ 1000 minimum 
Chronograph £4000 minimum 


IWC 

INTERNATIONAL 

Steel Auto £ 125 minimum 
Gold Manual £200 minimum 
Gold Auto £300 minimum 


OMEGA CONSTELLATION 
1950$-6O$ 

Steel £75 minimum 

Gold Capped £80 minimum 
Gold £300 minimum 


OMEGA SPEEDMASTER 
M00NWATCH 


Steel 

Gold 


£150 minimum 
£[000 minimun 


BREITLING 3 DIAL 
CHRONOGRAPH 

Steel £75 minimum 

Gold Filled £75 minimum 

1 Bet Gold £200 minimum 


STEEL MILTARY 
WATCHES 

Omega £50 minimum 

I.W.C. Inter £300 minimum 

Rolex £400 minimum 


GERMAN AVIATORS 
WATCH 

1940 ! s MILITARY 
Steel £150 minimum 


ALSO BUYING: OMEGA, MOVADO, JAEGER, ZENITH, VACHER0N, LONGINES, PATEK PHILIPPE, TUDOR, CARTIER, AUDEMARS, BREITLING, UNIVERSAL, HEUER 




ROLEX 

ANY CONDITION 
MENS ROLEX, LADIES ROLEX 




MILITARY 

WATCHES 


JESS DANBY Horologist in Association with Cubrick Ltd one of the worlds largest dealers in pre owned time 
pieces and military watches are offering Navy News readers the opportunity to sell their old watches. 


Simply fill in the coupon here within and mail your watches to us by “Registered post”. We will respond within 24 hours. Upon agreeing a price (note all prices 
are minimum) we will mail you a cheque the same day. If we 
cannot agree on a price we will return the watches securely 
by registerd Post to you at no extra charge. 


Name 


■*C 


Full Address 


JESS DANBY Horologist 

66 High Street, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 1XG • Phone! 

Phone (01273)489000 

reverse charge calls happily accepted 


Postcode 


X 


TYPE of WATCH 


Please ensure this coupon is in your parcel 
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Options 



At Your Service 




Picture; LA(PHOT) Gary Davies 


Beaver’s 
sailors 
in tribute 
at Kwai 
graves 

HMS BEAVER sailors MEM(M) 
Simon Middleton and LMEA 
Paul Thomas pay their 
respects at the graveside of a 
Second World War sailor 
interred at Kanchanaburi War 
Cemetery in Bangkok, 
Thailand, 

Members of the ship's com¬ 
pany also visited the River 
Kwai bridge and the notorious 
'Death Railway' which claimed 
the lives of thousands of Allied 
prisoners of war. 

HMS Beaver is one of the 
ships on the global deploy¬ 
ment Ocean Wave. 


Calling Old Shipmates 


HMS Duke of York: Dennis Ls Marquand 
and Bill Martin seek ex-writers or stores junior 
rates who served in 1940. with a view to a 50- 
years reunion nexl year Call 01705 Si 5364 
Or 01642 564521. 

HMS Hart 1943-51 & HMS Cook 1952- 

55: Ex-AB Eric (Scouse) Etsby, Elsctone, 
Coed-y-Graig. Penymynydd, Chester. CH4 
OXD (01244 546810) would like to hear Irom 
crew members as well as ABs Yates and 
Goddard ol HMS Unicorn. 

HMS Concord (China Station 1947-57). 
Contact D Leeson, 6 Longleal Gdns, Penhill, 
Swindon. Wilts.. SN2 5EP (01793 729293) 
Iqt reunion each year. 

HMS Arson Association are seeking ex- 
shipmales. Where are the stokers and 
Marines? Contact Ken Whilerod, 3 Denislon 
Ave. Bexley, Kent. DAS 3HL, or Fred Bangert 


Members sought, including Oggie Parker, 
Weedy Moss, Mick Conway, Bill Corbin, 
Scouse Fleet. Tex Messenger, Biscuit Kemp, 
Mad Milch. Contacl, with a view to a reunion, 
Andy Cotvin. 22 Circular Drive, Port Sunlight. 
Bebington, Wirral. Merseyside, L62 SEP. 

HMS Si Vlncani. Duncan 79 Class 
(1954). Any old classmates out there. Call 
Alan Knapton on 01903 522270. 

HMS Cotlingwood 142 Mess (1958). 
Members sought with view to reunion. 
Contact T. Dowling, 7 Tamworlh Drive. 
WheSley. Wigan. WN2 1AQ. 

Darby Allen, CROWE A: His shipmates 
are sought by his daughter. Kristina Allen, on 
01705 601696. He served in HMS London 
(79-31). Glamorgan (32-34). Newcastle (05- 
86), Gloucester (89), Jupiter (90-92). 


Roy (Scouse.'Hubbly) Betteley s iamily 
are planning a 60th birthday parly in 
September and hope to locate his shipmates 
from 849B Sqn in HMS Victorious (57-58), 
601 Sqn, (63-64) and RIM AS Culdrose and 
Lossiemouth. Call 01925 861544. 

HMS Narvik 1958-59: Calling Dixie Dean, 
Ken Ridout. A. G. F. Crosbie, LI Cdr Peter 
Hughes, Lt Cdr Dririkei, Sam Barnes, Willy 
Spong, George Harbron, George Sheldrake, 
George Peel, Buster Brown, Ralph. O'Dell, 
Bob Dannati and others Contact Rod 
Jenkins, 33 Paston Ridings, Paston, 
Peterborough. PE4 7UR (01733 751019). 

HMS St George, Gosport, Mess 3. Aug 1 
to Oct. 2. 1946 (instructor PO Brain). F. 
Walker. 25 Rushmere Walk, Havant, P09 
4LY, seeks old shipmates. 


Over to You 


Ascension Is: Info sought Irom anyone 
who served at the HRDF site or Naval 
Transmitting Station in WWif. Contact Jeff 
Cant, 53 Bringewood Rise, Ludlow. Salop, 
SYB 2ND. 

HMS Cockade: Doc Owen (01792 
566620) seeks a photo ol the ship in 
Falmouth Bay in June, 1943. Expenses pakJ, 

Korea grave photos: Brian Cunningham. 
39 Braeside Pk, Baltoch, Inverness. JV1 2HN, 
has recently returned from British Korean 
Veterans visit to Korea and has photographs 
for family and friends ol the Pusan memorial, 
and the graves ol Cpi C. E, Trot! RM, PO J, 
A. Tate. E. strian RM. Surgeon LI D. A. 
Knock. 

Navy boxer: Michael Gall, 13 Norton Ave, 
Herne, Kent CT6 7TA, seeks info about She 
career of his father, James D, E. Gal! who 
served 1940s to 1961, with particular refer¬ 
ence to his boxing achievements inside and 
outside Ihe Navy. He served In Malta, 
Chatham, Singapore and Ipswich. 

Capt H. M. L (Hec) Waller, DSO and Bar, 
RAN: The lale Capt Wallers son. John 
Waller, is seeking into about his lather for a 
biography. Capt Waller was CO of HMS 
Brazen in 1937-39 and has recenlly had an 
Australian submarine named after him, 
Contact Mr Waller at 94 Glebas Rd. 
Plainfield, CT, 06374-1429 (home tel. 860 
564 3114: work tel. 860 572 9600; e-mail - 
jwal leri^etc. aline com). 

Li Ronald Edward McKinnon RM; Sam 
Urtley. 3 Grelg Cresc., Armadafe, W, Lothian, 
EH48 2PS, 1$ researching his family tree and 
seeks info about Lt McKinnon who served in 
1960 at Blarrick near Antony. 

Naval cartoon: D, G, Hunt. 12 Rectory 
Rd. Sheoton Mallet. BA4 5DB, seeks a 1930s 
cartoon by Jack Kettle depicting a large black 
ketlle with boiler-room pipes and cartoon 
characters. Expenses paid. 

HMS Formidable, 1915 and Art Eng 
Henry Clayton who was bsl wilh the battle¬ 
ship. Ex-raling (1943-46) Colin Donaldson, 
20 Hollins Green, Middleton, Manchester. 
M24 6EL (0161 643 2796) is seeking info 
about Clayton and the circumstances of Ihe 
sinking lor a November remembrance pas¬ 
sage which he is putting together. 

Cadets history: Professional historian Dr 
Larry Williams, 7 Ascot Close, Church 
Slretton, Salop, SYS SAR, is researching Ihe 
history (1360-1945) of the cadet organisa¬ 
tions - see, ACF, ATC and CCF - and seeks 
newspaper cuttings, photos, training manu¬ 
als, reports, etc. He is particularly interested 
in the ettecl on the organisations of the World 
Wars Great care will be taken wilh items 
sent, and they will be returned. 

WRNS Signals officer Florence J 


Blackmon (Floss or Joan) 1940-46: Her 
nephew, P, E- Dollamore (01271 858254) is 
seeking info about his aunt who served at 
Lowestoft. Alexandria, and in Aden and Yalta, 

HMS Electra 1942: J. W. Morris, Tigh-na- 
Bheag. Colintraive, Argyll, PA22 3AR (01700 
341277) is trying to trace Malcolm Fraser, 
born in 1942, the son of AB Robert (Bob) 
Fraser tosl when Electra was sunk. Lasl 
news of Malcolm was in the early 1960s 
when he lived in Gravesend and worked in a 
bank. 

U-482 sinking: Ian Wilson, 20 Windmill 
Rd, Bangor. Co. Down, N. Ireiandi. BT20 
5RA, is researching for a book on local ahip- 
wrecks. and seeks info Irom anyone who was 
in the ships that sank U-482 in Jan., 1945. 
The vessels were HM ships Hart. Peacock. 
Starling, Amethyst and Loch Gragg ie, 

Sto.t Frederick J. Herman MID: His 
widow seeks single or group photos ol her 
husband in uniform. His ships included HMS 
Duke (1943), Dun luce Castle (1943-45), 
Golden Hind/Montclare (1945-46), Belfast 
(1946) and Victory (1946-47). Wrile to 
Chairman, RNA Dundee Branch, St Roques 
Lane. Dundee. DD1 2JZ. AH loaned photos 
returned after copying. 

HMS Achilles 1939-43 and HMS 
Implacable 1945: Derek Fahy, natural son of 
the late Derrick Ivor Groom (ex-ERA in 
Achilles and Implacable), is seeking anyone 
who may have known him or can provide info. 
Contact Mr Fahy at 12 Wyekham Park Rd, 
Dundrum. Dublin, Ireland (00 3531 298 
1157). 

Ex-$ubmarin«r Bill Harman, an old lamh 
ly friend, is being sought by Janice Haden, 
1440 Elizabeth Crest, Redlands, California 
92373, USA. She believes he served in HM 
submarine P33 based at Campbeltown 1944- 
47. 

HMS Cossack 1950-51: Joan, the widow 
ot Ihe lale Joe Jowelt (ex-LRO), seeks his 
shipmates and photos of her husband. 
Contact her at 19 Pale Ave. Salisbury East. 
S, Australia 5109, 

HMS Thanel survivors: Geofl 
Drummond. f0 Flambard Ave. Christchurch, 
Dorset, BH23 2NF seeks Gunner J. R, 
Smylh, U R. H. Danger and AB J. H. Wood, 
or anyone who has info. 

HMS Concord medal: Dougie Leeson, 
member of HMS Concord Association has 
bought a George V Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal presented to A J, Spurred 
who served in Concord. The Association is 
keen for info aboul Mr Spurred s Naval 
career. Contact Mr Leeson at 6 Longleat 
Gdns, Penhill, Swindon. SN2 5EP (01793 
729293). 

HMS Keppel, June 1941: Researcher T, 


J. H, Catttey, Yew Tree Cottage, Overton Rd. 
Ifton Heath, nr Oswestry, Salop. SY11 3DH, 
is frying to es!abteh ihe truth behind a photo 
of a crashed Wellington bomber, the crew of 
which were allegedly rescued by HMS 
Keppel from the lie de Sein. He is seeking 
former ship's company members ol the lime. 

HMS Peacock, Malta 1953: M W. Price. 
8 LeighEands, Pound Hill, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH10 3DW (01293 882392) is seek¬ 
ing info aboul Ronnie Wood lock who served 
in Ihe ship at the time. Ha seeks his full 
name, rank/'rate. dale of birth, date ol entry 
into RN and home (own at Ihe lime 

HMS Relentless 1967-68: Dale 
McCollum (01633 265840) seeks ex-AB 
George (Guilty But Insane) Pease, 

19th century wrecks of British ships 
around Cape Finisterre, Spain, is being 
researched by Juan Campos Calvo-Soielo, 
Transito de los Gramaticos 3, 15703 
Santiago, Spain (981 57 28 66). He seeks 
written accounts of survivors or written or oral 
accounts ot descendants, etc. of the following 
wrecks: Adelaide (1830), Grand Liverpool 
(1836). Cily Of Agra, HMS Captain (1870) and 
HMS Serpent (1890). 

HMS Sheffields 1937-87: Alistair 
Lofthouse, 279 Sharrow Vale Rd, Sheffield, 
S11 8ZF (0114 268 6269) is preparing a book 
Shiny Shell - Story of Sheffield's Fighting 
Ships and would like recollections, stories 
and pholos of any of the three Sheffield. 
Anything sent will be returned. 

HMS Hugh Walpole (WWII anti subma¬ 
rine irawier). Cranbrook Rural District Council 
adopted the ship in 1942. Mr F. C, Croocher 
(ex-HO raling) on 01580 714896. seeks more 
mlo about the vessel's war record and would 
like to hear from anyone who served in her. 

Stoker Noel Sett krfled in HMS Sultan, 
Singapore on March 31, 1942. His son, John 
Serf, 22 Faringdon Ave, Bromley, Kenl. BR2 
8BS, is trying to trace anyone who knew his 
lather. 

S'Lt Stuart killed in a motorcycle acci- 
deni in W. Indies while serving in HMS 
Diomede. 1972-73. HMS Diomede reunion is 
being held In Leicester on Sepl. 6 and his 
friends and colleagues would like to trace his 
next ol kin to make a presentation. Contact 
James M, Fairlie, Netherby House, Huncote 
Rd, Croft. Leicester. LE9 3GU (01455 
286480), 

Madagascar campaign 1942; Dominique 
Heads. 11 Blankney Close, Saxilby, Lincoln, 
LNi 2JA, is seeking books, articles, anec¬ 
dotes, pictures, private and official docu¬ 
ments in order to write a bock 


on 01438 352910, 

HMS Colling wood: Ken Holder (01242 
528078) would like to gel in touch with any 
shipmates who joined MT4X on May 25. 
1943. 

All (Chick) Grundy Signalman, RN 
Beach Signals Section No.5, 1942-43, is 
being sought lor reunion in Oct. Originally 
from Walkden, Manchester, he emigrated to 
USA post-war. Info to Malcolm Robinson 
(01643 705647). 

Cyril Spencer, who served in FAA In 
HMS Ark Royal in WWII is being sought by 
his ofd Iriend L. Baxter. 184 Moseley Wood 
Gdns, CoOkridge. Leeds. LSI 6 7JE (0113 
293 9749). Cyril lived near Crystal Palace, in 
Maberly Rd, Charley, London SE. 

HMS Theseus and LST 3516: Eric Lines. 
12 Undara CCT, Cape Hawke Heights, 
Forster, NSW 2428, Australia, seeks old ship- 
males and wonders whether there is a HMS 
Theseus Association. 

HMS Woodbridge Haven: Shipmates 
from all commissions, bul especially 
Malla/Cyprus 1955-57 sought with view to 
reunion soon. Contact ex-LEM Steve Conroy 
on 01903-751035 or ex-LrSloker Dave 
Bishop on 01983-811207 

Eric J. Rice (ex-SBA). 5 Myrtle Cresc., 
Lancing, W, Sussex, BN15 9HY, would like to 
contacl shipmates from HMS Royal Arthur 
Class 49, 1944; HMS Iron Duke 1944 45: 
RNH Haslar 1945; HMS Mayina (Ceylon) 
1945-46 and RNAS Trincomalee 1946. 

HMS Warrior, Operation Grapple, 
Christmas Island. 1957: Ex-EM(Air)1 A. J. 
Carr. 91 Weslley Rd, Acocks Green, 
Birmingham (0121 624 4964) seeks ship- 
males with view lo forming an association lor 
reunions, etc. 

HMS Unicorn Association seeks 
Shipmates Loysall, Shelton, Addison. 
Broomfield, Judge. Drew, Leggette, Rennie. 
Hogg, Hambly. Henderson, Scarrot, 
Kenworlhy. Grawfor. Eddie Jones, Taff Jones, 
all ex-624 Squadron, Call 01942 516093 or 
01442 255821. 

HMS Venerable: Ex AB Skin O Dell, 
please contact Harry Neville on 01922 
51886 

894 Squadron. HMS Eagle 1958-59: 


Reunions 


AUGUST 

Fast Minelayers Association, South- 
East Branch meeling at RBL Club, Braganza 
St. Kennington. London SE11 on 4th at noon. 
Contort Ray Moore, 69 Walling Rd, Norwich, 
NR7 9TG(D1603 437652). 

China Hands 1987-92: Chris Vadham, 
who used lo play al ihe Consort Bar of China 
Fleet Club will be appearing at Royal Sailors 
Home Club, Portsmouth at 2030 on 9lh, 
Derails if needed from David Watts on 01705 
824231. 

RAF Gosport (HMS Siskin) Velerans 
Association and brewery and management 
of Swordfish Inn, Hill Head, organising 
Association and Swordfish reunion dinner on 
15th to launch a permanent exhibition ol 
memorabilia at the pub. Contact the 
Association at 97 Green Cresc., Gosport. 
Hants , P013 0DW (01329 2B6626) 

SEPTEMBER 

HMS Wolfhound. Vivacious, Whitshed 

Reunion arranged for Sepl. Contact Wally 
Saldock, 69 Lynton Rd. Hadleigh. Sendee!, 
Essex SS? 2QG (01702 557739). 

8th Destroyer Flotilla, China Station 
1947-57. Reunion at Scarborough, 12-14lh, 
Contacl B. Askey. 15 Whinlhcrpe Rd. Hesste 
Hull, HU 13 39 EX 

HMS Caprice Association reunion with 
8th Destroyer Association at Scarborough on 
t2-i4th. Contact Alan Knapton. 27 Osborne 
Close. Somplmg, W. Sussex. BN 15 9UZ 
(01903 522270). 

HMS Coventry (1942) meeting at 
Coventry Cathedral. 15.45 on I3lh. Delate: 
Bert Stenning. 11 Eileen Ave, Brighton, BN2 
SAD (01273 305193). 

HMS Gambia Association reunion and 
AGM a! RNA Club. Leamington Spa on I9(h- 
21st Details: Les Newman. 3 Coppice Rd. 
Whitnash. Leamington Spa CV31 2JE- 

HMS Hardy 1989-71 reunion al Royal 
Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth, 20lh. 
Contact J, Sheldon on 01705 343612, 



HM submarine Repulse first (ice-break¬ 
er) commission: Reunion on 24-25lh at 
Imperial Hole!, Barrow-in-Furness. Contact 
Frank Scutt on 01480 393228. 

HMS Com us Comrades Association 
meeting at Royal Sailors Home Club, 
Portsmouth. 26-28lh, Contact B. V. Ccx on 
01903 232720 or G. Harper on 01302 
708135. 

OCTOBER 

HMS Malabar, Bermuda 1971-76: 

Reunion in Oct. Contact ex-LSTD Barry 
Warne, 18 Avebury Rd, Ashton Vale. Bristol 
BS3 2 00(0117 9663270). 

HMS Saumarez 1943-45 reunion at RN 
Engineers Benevolent Society Memorial 
Club, Soulhsea on 4th. Contacl M. J. Satter, 
93 TelLcrott Close. Corsham, Wills, SN13 9JQ 
(01249 712525). 

Endurance As social ion reunion at 
Portsmouth on 9th, Contact Cdr M, Green, 
31a Soulh Rd. Homdean. Hants.. PQ8 OEW 
(lekfax 01705 591222), 

1st Destroyer Flotilla Association (of all 
Hunt destroyers) reunion in Portsmouth, 10- 
12th. Details: Bill Hawkswgrth, 3 Biddings Ct, 
Moms Park. Hartford. Cheshire, CW8 1NE. 

Royal Naval Writers Association HOlh 
annual reunion dinner on IQIh al Royal 
Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth. Info from C. 
D, Solly, 89 Gregson Ave, Gosport, POi3 
0YL (01329 221272) or HMS Osprey ext 
5463. 

HMS King George V reunion al 
Birmingham on 10-12th. Contact Jack Kilsby, 
37 Orchard St, Daveniry. Norlhanls, NN11 
5EU (01327 703479). 

HMS Theseus (Korea 1950-51) reunion 
on nth. Contact Le$ Turnham. 41 Maryland 
Way, Sunbury-on-Thames, Mddx, TW16 
6HN. 

HMS Duff 1943-45 reunion at Jarvis 
International Hotel. Solihull on 11th, Details: 
N Johns, The Old Chandlery, New Rd, 
Instow. Bidelord, Devon, EX39 4LN. 

Regulating Branch Association annual 
reunion on 11th at HMS Drake. Ticket appli¬ 
cations to D, N. Webb. 28 Copylhorn Rd, 
Portsmoulh. P02 0EB or Irom K S Fowler, 6 
Alleyne Gdns, Hartley Vaie. Plymouth, PL3 
5RS. 

Old Norfolks Association reunion In 
Plymouth on 11th, Enquiries: E. W. Jewell on 
01752 341614. (Notificalicn to those on mail¬ 
ing ter). 

HMS Majestic, Caledonia 1937-39 Boys 
Association 60th anniversary dinner and 
social weekend at Gladyer Inn, Rcsyth, nth. 
Details: Jim Duckworth. 87 The Hove, 
Runoom. Cheshire. WA7 6EE- 

HMS Bonaventure reunion al Burlington 
Hotel. Eastbourne. 17-20th. Details: 01228 
514570. 

HMS Daring 1952-54 reunion alAlvaslon 
Hall Hotel, Nantwich. Cheshire on 17 19th 
Details: Owen Simpson, 20 Green Close, 
Uley. Glos,, GL11 5TH (01453 860564), 

HMS Locusl 1939-45 reunion in London 
on 19th. Details: Les (Tubby) Edwards on 
01992 764678 or Bob Bullen on 0181 656 
8606 

HMS Ganges Association weekend al 
City Post House, Cardiff, on 24-261h. For 
booking form contact Mac Macleod, 24 
Pendragon Close, Thornhill. Cardiff. GF4 
9BD (01222 619937), 

HMS Swiltsure Association cruiser and 
submarine reumon at Nidd Hall Hotel, nr 
Harrogate on 24-27th. Contact David 
George, Mullion, Shipton Green, Itchenor, nr 
Chichester. W. Sussex, PQ2Q 7BZ (01243 
512998). 

TS Mercury Old Boys Association AGM 

and annual dinner at CNworth Manor Hotel. 
Chilworlh, nr Soulhampton on 25lh. Details: 
Capt David Parsons, Aylmer Hse, 2 Chapel 
Lane, Otterbourne. Winchester, Hants.. 
S02i 2HX (telrtax 01703 254329). 

The Survey Ships Association reunion 
at King Charles Hole!. Gillingham (old Naafi) 
on 25th. For into send sae to The Secretary. 
SSA, The Elms Guest House, 46 Victoria Rd 
South. Soulhsea. Hants,. P05 2BT (01705 
823924). 


Naval Careers Service reunion at Royal 
Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth, on 25-26th. 
Contact G. E- Mgrley MBE, BEM, 53 
Crossway, Plympton, Plymouth. PL7 4HX 
(01752 344596). 

14th Carrier Air Group (804 & 812 Sqns 
on HM ships Ocean, Glory 1948-52). 
Reunion at HNA Club, Leamington Spa on 
26th. Contacl: Ken Lambert. 17 Walgrave, 
Orton Malborne, Peterborough. PE2 5NR 
(01733 234655). 

HMS Duchess Association reunion in 
Solihull, 31st to Nov. 1, Details: G. Phipps, 3 


Holt Wear Close, Templar Rd, Oxford, OX2 
8NW (01865 559935). 

NOVEMBER 

HMS Constance 1945-51 reunion in 
London on 7-9th, Contact Ernie Balderson, 
43 Old Place, Sleaford, Unc$.. NG34 7HR 
(01529 413410). 

Broadsword Association reunion on 
14th in Chester. Contact K. Roberts on 01275 
858996 or T, Lee on 01179 756735. 

Escort Groups Association reunion at 
Jarvis Internationa! Hotel, Solihull on 21st- 


23rd. Contacl G. H Rawson on 01460 
234583, 

1998 

HMS Venerable Association reunion at 
Somerset and Wavecresl Hotels, Llandudno. 
March 27-30. Enquiries: Bas Redferrw 64 
Coppice Rd, Talke. Stoke-on-Trent. ST7 1UA 
(01782 704876), 

Royal Marines Fort Cumberland 25th 
anniversary reunion in late April. Numbers 
needed as $oon as possible. Contact Peie 
Weeks, 4 Hobby Close, Hilsea, Portsmouth. 
PG3 5QZ (01705 356958). 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 9 


m A Sea Vixen FAW i of 
766 Training Squadron , It 
is armed with Firestreak 
air-to-air missiles. 



de Havilland Sea Vixen 


DESIGNED in the post-war years, the Sea 
Vixen's distinctive lines - twin tail booms 
and swept wings - were destined to 
become a hallmark of Royal Navy carrier 
operations throughout the 1960s. 

It was the first Fleet Air Arm fighter to 
become fully operational armed with guided 
missiles instead of guns, and the first to be 
designed as an integrated weapon system. 

The first prototype flew in 1951 and the first 
fully navalised production Sea Vixen FAW 1 
(Fighter All-Weather) took to the air six years 
iater. 

Service trials with 700 Naval Air Squadron 
took place in HM ships Centaur and Victorious 
in 1958 and the first operational aircraft 
embarked in HMS Ark Royal in 1960. From then 
on Sea Vixens replaced Sea Venoms in Royal 
Navy service, 114 FAW Is being built. 

An improved version, the FAW 2 built by de 
Havilland’s successors, Hawker Siddeley, first 
entered service with 899 NAS in 1963, embark¬ 
ing in HMS Eagle. The FAW 2 differed from the 
earlier model in having a launching system for 
Red Top air-to-air missiles, and a greater range 
- thanks to extra fuel tanks in the forward part 
of the tail booms. 

Twenty-nine FAW 2s were built, and 67 were 


converted from FAW Is. The distinctive design 
included a double cockpit offset to the left to 
facilitate crew visibility. Both versions of the 
Sea Vixen were powered by two Rolls-Royce 
Avon 208 turbojets, each delivering 11 T 230lb of 
thrust and giving a maximum speed of 640- 
645mph. Service ceiling was 48,000ft, 

The FAW 1 was armed with four Firestreak 
homing missiles or four Microcell rocket packs 
as well as 28 2in missiles. Two 1,0001b bombs 
could be carried. 

Four Red Top missiles formed part of the 
FAW 2’s armament, as well as retractable pods 
each containing 14 2in rockets in the forward 
fuselage. Four 5001b bombs could be carried 
under the wings. 

The aircraft was equipped with a Ferranti 
pilot attack sight and a GEC radar system 
which locked on to its carrier's Type 984 radar. 

Sea Vixens equipped five squadrons - 890, 
892, 893, 899 and 766 Training Squadron. In 
1968 the aerobatic team ''Simon's Sireus” was 
formed from 892 Squadron under the com¬ 
mand of Lt Cdr Simon Idiens and performed 
with great success at Farnborough shortly 
before the unit was re-equipped with 
McDonnell Phantoms. 

The last Sea Vixen flew in front-line service 
with 899 Squadron in HMS Eagle in 1972, 
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Derby 

back 

from 

the 

brink 

NEVER say die is an apt 
expression to describe Derby 
branch. Forced to haul down 
its flag due to dwindling mem¬ 
bership just three years ago, it 
is now back in business again - 
and flourishing. 

It’s thanks to a handful of mem¬ 
bers who, when the curtain came 
down, refused to give up. 
Encouraged by the chairman. 
Shipmate Tom Smith, they met 
monthly at a local social club. 

President 

The wilt to survive paid off, and 
now the reconstituted branch has 
a healthy membership of 46 and is 
proud to have as its president 
Rear Admiral David Has!am and, 
as vice president, Cdr Simon 
Middleman, a serving officer. 

Plans are already under way for 
Trafalgar Day and Christmas cele¬ 
brations. Members meet on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 
the Royal British Legion Club, 
Allenton, and welcome new 
recruits. On alternate months a 
social evening is held, and is well 
supported by members and wives. 



PICTURE PUZZLE 


WINNER of the Navy 
News Picture Puzzle 
competition In our May 
issue is Mr. K Tuppen of 
Fareham, Hants, 

He identified the wartime 
cruiser HMS Newfoundland, 
which was transferred to the 
Peruvian navy in 1959 as the 
Almirante Grau. She was 
renamed Capttan Quinones 
in 1973 and continued to 
serve for a further six years, 
being withdrawn from front¬ 
line strength as late as 1979. 

Mr Tuppen's reply was 
chosen at random, and he 
receives our cash prize of 


£25. A further prize Is 
offered for a correct solu¬ 
tion to this month's puzzle. 
Name the ship and what dis¬ 
tinguished her class from 
previous vessels. 

Complete the coupon and send it 
to Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH. 

Coupons giving correct answers 
will go into a prize draw to establish a 
single winner. Closing date tor entries 
is August 15. 

More than one entry can be sub¬ 
mitted. bul photocopies cannot be 
accepted. Do not include anything 
else in your envelope: no correspon¬ 
dence can be entered into and no 
entry returned. 

The winner will be announced In 
our September edition. The competi¬ 
tion is not open to Navy News 
employees or their families, 


MYSTERY PICTURE 29 


£109k GIFS 
TO CHARITY 
WIN PRAISE FOR RNA 


Branch News 


Watford 

Roads were closed and traffic 
halted for the big parade to mark 
the dedication of the branch's new 
standard and the laying up of the 
old. Displaying 65 standards, ship¬ 
mates marched down the High 
Street to St Mary’s Church, preced¬ 
ed by the HO-strong Royal British 
Legion Youth Band. 

The salute was taken by Rear 
Admiral Kyrle Pope accompanied 
by the Mayor and Mayoress; Cdr 
G. Morley RNR and Lt Cdr H, 
Cullen-Jones RN, and their wives. 

After the church service, a 
reception was held at a local col¬ 
lege, the day ending with a Beat 
Retreat ceremony by the Youth 
Band. 

Bodmin 

Contributions to the branch 
made by Shipmate Mike Frost and 
his wife Jan were recognised when 
he was elected chairman and she 
was elected to the committee 
responsible for organising the 
club’s social activities. New branch 
treasurer is PO Wren Annette 
Furniss RNR at the unusually 
young age of 34. 

York 

The visit of HMS York to Hull 
renewed bonds of friendship 
between the ship and the branch, 
which hosted over UK) members of 


the ship's company. They were 
invited to a social evening and 
sod s opera at the Prison Officers 
Staff Club and to the delights of 
the Stokers Mess. 

Members took a trip to 
Hartlepool to visit HMS Trinco- 
malee Maritime Heritage Centre, 
followed by a social evening at 
Hartlepool branch club. 

Dartford 

The General Secretary, Capl 
Bob McQueen RN (retd), and his 
wife were guests of honour at the 
branch annual dinner dance 
attended by over 100 shipmates 
and wives. 

During the evening, Shipmate 
Donald Dack was presented with a 
certificate of appreciation for his 
branch work. 

It was announced that a Royal 
Marines concert at Dartford had 
raised £3,950 for charities, and the 
band would be giving their next 
concert in January, 

No.10 Area 

Over 350 shipmates and wives 
attended the Area's gala reunion 
and conference at Southport at 
which the President, Vice Admiral 
Sir Roy Newman, and Lady 
Newman, were guests of honour. 

Also present were National 
Council chairman. Shipmate Fred 
Chambers, and Area president. 
Shipmate Philip Watters. 


The programme opened with a 
dance at the Floral Hall, followed 
on the Saturday with a standard 
bearers competition won by 
Shipmate R, Abraham of Wigan 
branch. The deputy title wenf to 
Shipmate T. Cope of Trafford, and 
the Novice Cup to Shipmate D, 
Wise of South Liverpool. 

Later, a cabaret was held and 
the following morning there was a 
wreath-laying ceremony at South- 
port war memorial, followed by a 
parade, 

Birmingham East 

The branch's 21st anniversary 
party and dance was attended by 
shipmates and guests from 
Stourbridge, the Merchant Navy, 
TS Dolphin and the Market 
Gardeners Association, 

The event was given a true Naval 
flavour by the presence of “Lord 
Nelson", a mem her of Stourbridge 
branch and perfectly rigged for the 
art. He inspected the guard of 
on our provided by TS Dolphin, 
and helped cut the birthday cake. 

Crawley 

The branch's new standard was 
dedicated and the old laid up at a 
service at St John's Church con¬ 
ducted by the Rev Doris Stanford, 
At the parade which followed, the 
Sea Cadet band of TS Cossack led 
14 standards. The salute was taken 
by Shipmate Dennis Judge, 
National Council member for No.l 
Area, accompanied by the Mayor, 

Later a reception was held in TS 
Cossack. 

Kettering 

Thomas Gould VC was guest of 
honour at the branch dinner dance 
preceded by a visit to the Mayor's 
Parlour and inspection of Sea 
Cadets at the local SCC unit head¬ 
quarters. 

The dinner was attended by the 
president and vice-president of the 
Senior Rates Mess, HMS Dolphin, 
W r O Phil Summers and CPO Barry 
Jenkins. 

Newton Abbot 

Guest of honour at the branch's 
dinner dance was Capt Michael 
Clapp RN and his wile. The event 
was attended by 60 shipmates and 
guests, including those from Torbay 
RNA and RMA branches. 


School World War project 
impresses the veterans 


IT WAS BACK to school for 
shipmates Gulliver, Curtis 
ana King of Ferndown 
branch when they were invit¬ 
ed to share their wartime 
memories with pupils of 
Park School, Bournemouth, 
engaged on a World War II 
project. 

The veterans found the 
pupils well informed and 
they were very impressed by 
their essays, drawings and 
collection of memorabilia, 
including the matchstick 
model of HMS Hood made 
by one of the children. 


The pupils in their turn 
took a great interest in the 
models of the Hood and of 
HMS Rodney that the visi¬ 
tors had brought with them, 
and they were eager with 
Questions when they learned 
that Shipmate Curtis had 
served in the Hood. 

Before leaving, the 
Ferndown members pre¬ 
sented the school with a 
plaque - and the pupils 
showed their appreciation 
with a rendering of Well 
Meet Again as the visitors 
left. 


ROYAL Naval Association members have been praised by the RNA’s National 
Council chairman tor raising the remarkable sum of £109,855 for local and 
national chairities in just 12 months’ of fund-raising. 


Presenting the National 
Council’s annual report to 
Conference in Belfast, Ship¬ 
mate Fred Chambers praised 
delegates for what he called 
“this splendid effort”. 

He also paid tribute to the 
RNA’s standard bearers, their 
smart appearance being a source of 
pride at all events, especially at the 
Royal Tournament when last year 
over 300 paraded with the Royal 
Naval Volunteer Bands at the RN- 
led show. 

Membership drop 

There was a continuing increase 
in the number of Association 
branches, which now stood at 500. 
But he regretted that there was a 
drop in membership of 1,470 to 
42,866. The loss of 723 full mem¬ 
bers and 804 associates was due 
partly to deaths. 

He said the fall was a 
cause for concern and urged 
delegates to keep up the 
recruiting drive. 

Shipmate Chambers reported 
strengthening links with the serving 
Navy at ail levels, with good results 
from the Association's recruiting 

Tribute to 


Conference 

Report 

by Joan Kelly 


video and publicity campaign. 

The Council welcomed an 
increase in Income from covenanti¬ 
ng and reminded members that if 
more chose that method of paying 
subscriptions, a “free" income of 
£38,365 was attainable. 

Before presenting the report, 
the chairman welcomed Vice 
Admiral Sir Roy Newman to Iris 
first Annual Conference as 
President of the Association. He 
said Admiral Sir Desmond Cassidi, 


who stepped down as President in 
September, had accepted the 
Council's invitation to be a Vice 
Patron of the RNA. 

Debate 

Delegates to the Conference 
were dchating as Navy News went 
to press on July 2L Among the 
main points of discussion was a 
proposal by Enfield branch that the 
Association's Royal Charter be 
amended to provide a sixth catego¬ 
ry of membership designed for 
members of the Merchant Navy, 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary and Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution. 

■ Shipmate Joan Kelly was 
representing Navy News at 
Conference and her full report 
will appear in our August edi¬ 
tion. 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


Part 10...E.INDIES/BRfllSH PACIFIC FLEETS (1st Phase) 

Trinco, Sydney, Manus, Sakishima etc. Making maximum use of all surviving RN! 
archive firm this first of two projected videos is the most definitive story possible 
in camera form. All other episodes still available, Part 9 Op,Neptune (D-Day 
period] Part 6 Op.Torch. Part 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys. Part 6 Perilous 
Waters (action in the Atlantic). Part 5 Tragedy & Triumph (Bat. of N.Cape) down 
to and inch Port 1 Battleships at War. Each is 60 mins. Price UK £21.90 post 
paid. Elsewhere add £3.05. For multiple orders large discount available. 
Full details of this & all programmes send $AE. 


N-V-T-C- BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK. N.YORKS Y04 6JH J01904) 728239 



RNA NATIONAL standard bear¬ 
er Shipmate Tony Avery took a 
leading part in l he parade to mark 
the re dedication of HMS Cossack 
Association’s new standard at 
Esher. 

Commodore Kit Carson, repre¬ 
senting the First Sea Lord, took 
the salute with the Mayor of 
Elmbridge, ClLr Hugh Ashton. 
Fifty local dignitaries" joined the 
parade to the church. 

With the RNA standards were 
those of the Hth Destroyer Flotilla 
and the flotilla ships. MMS 
Ganges Association, Submarine 
Old Comrades Association, and 
Royal British Legion. The band 
was supplied by TS Cossack. 

Hsher's links with HMS 
Cossack go back to the war when 
the community raised £L2 million 
to pay for the destroyer D57, 
launched in 1944, 



HargreaVes 

PROMOTIONS 
Telephone: 01705 822436 


* NO HIDDEN COSTS * 

* FULLY STOCKED SERVICE • 

• SWEATSHIRTS • T-SHIRTS * 

- POLO SHIRTS * RUGBY SHIRTS < 
► DRILL TOPS AND TRACK SUITS - 


Hargreaves Promotions ltd., Rodney Road, Frstton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants P04 E5Y 
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Accommodation 



&opal Jfleet Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room enclose a S,A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex, serving personnel and R.NA members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at veiy com¬ 
petitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Recep¬ 
tions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal 
facility, 

ASK FOR QUOTATION , CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 



"Aggies" Helensburgh 

Your chance to 
take the pressure 
out of service life 
for a few days 

Aggies Helensburgh is designed with 
naval personnel in mind and is as well 
equipped as any small hotel with three 
family and nine double rooms; eleven 
single rooms; restaurant; kitchen: 
dining room: gym- sauna; games room: 
ladies' hairdressing salon; laundry room; 

a meeting room and a chapel. 

Call now on 01436 671880, to book 
some time at 'Aggies' 1 Helensburgh 
the next time you're ashore. 

The Royal Sailors' Rest, 
Helensburgh, 31 East Montrose Street, 
Helensburgh G84 7HR r 
Serving the Royal Navy since 1876, 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Wavertcv Road, Suuttisea 
Hants POS 2PJ (01705) 828325 

Prop Ann Baker 
Car Park on premises 
You arc guaranteed a friendly welcome m 
this home from home in Southsea. Hath 
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical 
theme and has all the atmosphere of ihc 
great Naval trailnmurs, of this area. There are 
also cable TVs. private washing, facilities, 
lea and coffee, and full central tearing in 
each room. Special rales for winter months. 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOUTH PARADE 
(Opposite the Pyramids) 

TEL: 01705 875566 

Special rates for alt service pemannet and 
Family £22.50p.p. in full en.iuitc double or 
tH’in-hcdaed room. 

* 4 crown sirafrunt hoiel 
A Colour TV, tea/coRee facilities 
-A (iumes munis -rilll viatf Stmokrr table 
A Ideally situated near all local uii ructions 
anil its nigh I lira. 1 . 


province of mm hotel 

5, Greenhill Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 


The hotel was a gift from the people of Natal after World War 


its purpose Is to provide holidays and short breaks for all serving 
and ex-serving RN , RM, WRNS or QARNNS personnel and their 
reservists . families and dose relatives. 

♦ 50 yards from the beach, safe swimming and fine sands, 

♦ Half a mile from the shops and station. 

+ All rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities & colour TV, 

4 Lift to ail floors 4 Residents bar 4 Children and pets welcome. 
4 Double, Twin and family rooms available. 

Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tef: 01305 784108 or Fax: 01305 770575 

Regulwei] Charily Mo 226440 
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ROYAL SAILORS 
HOME CLUB 

£xetutive to of 

etc.- ' - 


ft 


Accommodation * Leisure Facilities * Bars and Restaurant 

All at attractive prices. 

Private functions catered for by professionals 

Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 

Family membership now available 

iyal Sailors’ Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P01 3HS 
TEL: 01705 824231 FAX: 01705 293496 
JQME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN I 
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Tell our advertisers you found them courtesy of 

- Navy News — 



Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs In all rooms 4- full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


'MM* 


PORTSMOUTH ■ 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 


*OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS* 

*H/C, TEA/COFFEE, CTV & SKY TV ALL ROOMS* 
•ENSUITEANO FAMILY ROOMS - COTS* 

EASY PARKING *10TH YEAR SAME OWNERS* 

\ 33, RESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA,HANTS. PQ4 PNG 



“Away days in Plymouth" 

SrtjaW Mindly Smut House overlooking the 
Hoe end Seafront A good bed and 4 count 
breakfast colour TV, teafeottee facilities' cfli, 
Bn-sutte rooms available. Parking. 

From: E26 Double, £14 Sing to 

T-riepfajpe Sroctora 

01752 660675 
Edgcumbe Guest House 
50, Pier St West Hot, Plymouth Pi 13BT 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Friendly iamrty run. 2 mwis. Irqm sea and enler- 
ta'fiments, Close to Tomes. Naval base, shops, 
etc. Om keys. Satellite TV all looms, no restne- 
tws, 840, Holiday or short stay. Ample private 
car-pariting 

Mrs Pat Green (01705) 731043 


SOUTHSEA 

RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

32 WAVtftlEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly run Guest House, idealy 
situated lor the Naval Basefshopping 
certresiConlinenlal Ferry PorVbeaches etc. 
Own keys, no restrictions, colour T.V. in aH 
rooms & C.H. Holiday Of short breaks 
JURE 4 TERRY |OI705) S32440 


LADY HAMILTON 

21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye oide alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and B&B (special 
rates naval personnel) 

Tel: 01705 870505 


PORTSMOUTH 

THE FESTING GROVE 
GUEST HOUSE 

Situated 2 minutes from Seafront and 
Canoe Lake. Easy parking. 
Bright comfortable rooms, 
w competitively priced 

^ TEL: 01705 735239 

4 A 8 , Festing. Grove 

5qJ Southsea, Hants 


H(pcl(^garden tHoteC, 

Southsea 

Special 

Winter 


CHESTER HOUSE 

54, STUART ROAD, PENNYCOMEGUICK 
PLYMOUTH PU 4EE 

Colour TV, Tea/Coffee facilities all 
bedrooms , Emsu/te available, 
Central Heating, Fully Licenced, 
Lock-up car park. ETB 2 crowns. 

TEL/FAX: 01752 663706 


WEYMOUTH 

PHILBEACH GUEST HOUSE 

11 WlM« Plica, Weymouth DU 7P0 

Yards from beach, short walk to RNA 
Club. All rooms CTV, T/makinQ, B&B 
evening meal. Reasonable rates. 
Warm welcome. 

Jean and James Barn eh 

01305 785344 


freaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 

Central for sll Southsea amenities and 
efilerismmenls. Quality en-suite 
bedrooms, Satellite TV's all rooms, 
tta/roffr* facilities. lounge, private car 
park 

★ Attractive Bar it 
* Delightful restaurant It 


Tel 


Clarence Road 
I Southsea 

1 P052LQ 
01705 833018 


Mwnbera of Weymouth RNA 


SANDRINGHAM 

HOTEL 

PORTSMOUTH 

Special rates for MOD Personnel 
from £20pp on B&B 

Seafront Hotel, 45 bedrooms all 
en-suite 

Close to shops. Dockyard. Naval Base 
Wedding receptions and Reunion 
Parties our speciality 
Osbourne Road. Southsea, Hants. 
Tel: (01705) K26W 



GOSPORT 

Seafarer Guest House 
9 Bury Road, Gosport, Tel: 01705 522883 

★ Families rooms/En-suite available 

★ Colour TV all rooms 

★ Tea and coffee facilities all rooms 

★ Close to Sultan, Dolphin and Haslar 

★ Ample car-parking ★ ETB 2 Crowns 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 


Charge 
oer 
person 


1 


MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 

WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST. 

WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS . 

NIGHTLY (Out of holiday season). 

Deposit: CIO per p*mon 

ALL WITH OWN BA THROQMAND TOILET 


(01705-733581) 


SJLE. pkemm 


£70 

.£« 

£10 


MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 



AA PLYMOUTH HO£ RAC 
* Lochyw St, PL1 2QO * 
Telephone: (01752) 227311 

Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground floor. Nauti¬ 
cal Flavour Cocktail Bar. Colour 
TV Radio Tea/Coffee/ Telephone 
all rooms. Most en suite. Large 
car park. Navy News Readers 
10% Accommodation Discount. All 
Credil Cards accepted 

Brochure & or Booking contact . 

Lt. Cdr Alan Jones RNfi (Retd) 

Porsooal Seme* Comfortable Hoist 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 

(Residefilial licence) 

A small, friendly, family run Guest House 
offering B&B.i overnight or weekly rales), 
dose to Naval hast, station, shops and 
nightlife. Colour TV, tea/tdTcc facilities in 
ail rooms. Some rooms en-suite. Own keys, 
limited parking, 

Paddy and John ij«e) Lrskint 
TeLfFaxPartsmimth (01705) 323924 


PLYMOUTH 

MOUNTBATTEN 

Small Victorian Hotel.. over looking 
Parkland. Royal Fleet Club <4 Nava! 
Baxe within walking distance. 

* All Rooms CJV, TcafCoffee & 
Phones. Mainly En Suite. 

* Free Parking * Bar 
* Credit Cards Accepted 
52, Ex mouth Road, Stoke, PI v mouth, PL1 4Q1I 
TEL: 01752 563843 FAX: 01752 606014 


The Dorcliffe 

Licenced Guest House 
42 Waverley Road, ScKrthsea, PQ5 2PP 

Comfortably, friendly. Licensed Guest 
Housa Ideally situated, BS & EM varied 
menu. All rooms colour TV, tea/coffee 
facilities. En-suites available. Dogs 
welcome Special weekly rates 

Tel: Elite 01705 828283 


THE MOORINGS GUEST HOUSE 
Situated on the famous West Hoe 

Friendly family run business 2 miles 
from HMS Raleigh. Walking distance to 
cinemas , restaurants, theatre and town 
centre. Facilities in at! rooms. Families 
catered for. 

TEL: 01752 250128. 


-FAREHAM- 

GORT WALK GUEST HOUSE 

44. Coombe Form Ave, Faroham POT B (Jin 

Warm and Friendly, Close Haslar, Sultan. 
Gollingwood. All rooms c.h., TV, giqck-radio. 
Ample parking, own keys. Courtesy pick-up 
on arrival. Two ground floor rooms available. 
Open all year. From E13 B&B (No extras). 
Christine Fielding 01329 628905 


ADVERTISEMENT 
RATES (excl. VAT) 


DISPLAY - 

Full Page.£2,010 

Half Page.. £1,110 

Quarter Page.£625 

S.c.c.£12.50 


Osmon d Quest 'House 

42 ‘Pu r Street, 1 Vest Hot 

m- 01752 229705 


Bed and Breakfast from £13.00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
CTV, Tea/Coffee making 
Some En-suitc. Parking. / jUf 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modern 
Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. No 
restrictions 

C/SCOurtf allowed tor Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 



PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent to the Hoe and Park. Friendly 
family run Guest House offers you a 
warm welcome and personal service , 
Fact lilies include residents lounge, TV, 
Radio, TeaCoffee. Licensed. Central 
Heating alt rooms. From ft3pp. 
THE FIRS 13, Pier Si reel, West Hoe. 
TEL: 01752 262870 


Special Events 
& Holidays Abroad 


(xsiecmce 
nm m 

seif orraaw 

mmem 

* Restaurant ★ 

* Swimming pool ★ 
★ Owner Ex RN * 


PH0N6/FAX: 00? 9ft 


CLASSIFIED 

Lineage . 80p per word 

Trade minimum 30wds. 

For Sate, Minimum lGwds. 
Penfriends see page 37 

Box number..... £2.75 

Discounts, Colour Rates 
Technical Details 
available on request. 

Tel: 01705 724226 

For a full media pack 


MALTA MELLIEHA. Luxury 2- 
bedroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5, one 
mile from the best beach in Malta and 
dose to local amenities. Flights can 
be arranged. Telephone 0181-567 
5824 

VISITING NAVY DAYS in 
Plymouth? If you need accomodalion 
yon will need to book it early. 
Navy Days takes place cm Aug. 23rd 
24th & 25th. 

SPECIALISE IN REUNIONS? 

Advertise your facilities to the many 
Naval Clubs and Associations that 
read this page. Telephone for details. 
01705 724226. Fax: 01705 830149 
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Property & Miscellaneous 



SAILING SOON? 

We successfully LET and MANAGE properties 
throughout the South with our caring but 
professional service. Ring today for friendly 
competent advice on all aspects of Letting. 
Telephone Fareham (01329) 234441 
Chichester (01243) 780094 
Wooiston (01703) 445899 





BIWiaBHiBa 



RESIDENTIAL 


LETTINGS 

HALIFAX 

01705 586816 

.. - p .■■■■■■ - Sl. 

01389 287007 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

01703 343638 


T 


Ms I 


PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 


SPECIALISTS IN THE 
HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL 


A full and comprehensive 
service which includes 
attention to the smallest detail 

Tracey Maceniie Michael Taimondi 
TEL 01705 861550 1 FAX: 01705 81B081 
263, Fawcett Rd, Southsea, Hants. 


Executive 

Homes 

Let and manage quality 
houses and flats in and 
around Portsmouth 

Contact us for details 

01705 585577 

Web Site: 

http ://w ww .c x oc uti ve -h o me s .c om 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 
IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


flew Photo's 
front Old! 


Scratched * Ripped * Faded 


Using a computerised 
process, we can invisibly 
repair your cherished 
photographs without 
damaging your original 
image . 

Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements from: £6.00 

Quantom imaging 

Jreepost TK2Q??(m stamp req) 
PQ&oxSA, Egham. 

Surrey. TW208BR 

T EC: OJ9S4 430607 


EMBROIDERED 

BADGES 

Ships crests , 6" 8" 12" 
Embroidered Ties, Cummerbunds 
end Cap Tallies\ made to order 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road, Gw inear, Hayle, 
Cornwall TR27 5HA 
Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (N) 

PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


mortgage advice 


No fees! No strings! No Problem! 
First time buyers, remortgages, further 
purchase, contact 

GAVIN BETTINSON 

Tel: (Da;) 01752 260190 
Looking to buy your own home? 
Your questions answered 
A life insurance PEP or pension 
contract may be required. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO 
NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER L OAN 
SECURED ON JT. 

Lenders not associated with Gan. 
Advice not regulated under the 
Financi at Services Act 1986. 


GAN FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED IS AN 
APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GAN 
MARKETING GROUP WHICH PROVIDES 
IIFE INSURANCE. PENSIONS. PERSONAL 
EQUITY FLANS AND UNIT TRUSTS. 

MEM HE RS OF THE MARKETING G ROD P _ 
ARE RLCIILATKD UY THE PERSON AL M 

INVESTMENT AUTHORITY FOR QCUf 
INVESTMENT BUSINESS. & « 


r-FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—! 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 

Print laminated with canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size8 m x16~ for £35ptusP&P 
For list please send SAE tot 

SEAHT 5, THE CHASE, GOSPORT, 
HANTS P0123TD 



CAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 
— MANYINSTOCK 

For comprehensive tin please send SAE 
SHIPS BADGES 
SILK/WfRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FDR ASSOCIATIONS 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
I, HEED COVET, LONGWELL GiEES, BKJST0L 
TEUFAX. OH79 3279*7 


It Pays to 
Advertise 


SING ’EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES 

(“IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT” “ROUND THE BUOY”, “SALT Y FREE AND EASY”) 

SUNG BY THE SONG BO SUN 

CYRIL TAWNEY 

“FULL OF RIPE AND IRONIC HUMOUR. NOSTALGIA AND SADNSSST ^yy News'. 

Price {inc* p.&pj: £730 each cassette (UK/BFFQ only. Elsewhere £8.50. per cassette) 

(All overseas payments in Sterling by I MO or cheque drawn on a British bank, please) 
Orderv and enquiries to NEPTUNE TAPES (NN), 521 Mean wood Road, LEEDS. LS6 4 AW, 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Win Blxzsr B*d 9 es-*tl ships ...... £10.00 

Framed Win Badges (5x5) . £12.00 

WhiiaGaunVato ...... £19.00 

White Cotton Gloves Palr...£ 3.50 

Navy/Black Berets &ft -8 ,.. £7.00 

Any Association Wire Beret Badge .* C AM 

fUi A Naval Division Ties. £8.30 

Black ClIjHin Ties .. C 4.50 

RN Buttons; Urge £1.60, Small £ 1.50 

EmtintteiBd -fianmnti 

Summer Blousons, Black/Navy 

RNAMU/FAA/FAA Assn .. £f 7JO 

Navy blue V-neck Jumpers: 

RNA/RM/FAA/FAA Assn .... £ HOP 

White Pilot Shlrts- 

RNAmWRNPSA/FAA/FAA A$an .OL75 

Sweatshirts Navy, Grey FAA/FAA Aaan.. £14.50 
Screen Printed Sweatshirfoone offs. 

HI badges ... £ 14 JO 

Bosuns call A Chain . £1100 

Extinct shipping line badges 

(made to order} . .fTUW 


Officers Cep Sedges. ,.eii.oo 

Gold Sword Knot ..E23-00 

Leather Sword Belts .E7D.QO 

Sword Bags £30.00 


all prions include PAP 
Jl,Datahaad Drive, Shaw.OldhamJancs.OL 2 STj 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846640 


SHIPS CRESTS 

© Crown Copyright 

Original, Hand crafted. Crests, 

LARGE £14.00 + P/P, 
SMALL £10,00 + P/R 

Lists Available on Request. 
Teh John <m 01705 527646 
All Proceeds to Charily 


☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆ 

PRINTED 
brochure EMBROIDERED 


0800 435 463 


Couch&bebe 
POBoxS SVWJMQRE 
SOUTHAMPTON S0322UW 



TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Ordar 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 

REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom made for Clubs, 
Bands. Choirs, etc 
Blazer buttons, medals, rbboes 6 
sundries 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC C0.(GB)NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, Edge 
End, Colelord, Gtos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 



tax free for export 
or tax paid return to Britain 


SCE 


UK MAZDA HOTLINE 

01367 241225 

or write: SCE Ltd PO Box 1 77 Faringdon Oxon SN7 7EW 


Navy News 
Own Products 

If you are not satisfied 
with one of our own 
products sold through 
this paper, simply return 
it to us unused within 
14 days and we will 
replace it free of charge 
or issue a full refund 
(including postage) 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights. 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers,' 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

12, Avenue Industrial Estate. 
Justin Road, London. Efl 8SU 
Telephone 0181-523 3283 
fax 0181-531 7298 



PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model of 
your ship, perhaps long gone but 
never forgotten. Any H.M, vessel 
or H.F.A, from 1920 onwards, in 
various sizes. 

Contact tor further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Barton, Stow market 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 
Companion ol the 
Royal Institution of Naval Architects 




EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirfs, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 

And bts more t all from one supplier 

No artwork or setting u p costs on tnajordy ot goods 
High quality, comiwtitivia prices, prompt delivery 

BFPO tax-free service 
Send for our new price flat: 

Reynold Sports 

51/52, High Street, Lincoln, LN5 SAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 

_ Fax: 01522 530333 _ 


STERSH1RE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full size and miniature menials supplied 
and mounted tor wear or display. Sand 
for full list of miniature medals, 
emblems, clasps, etc SAE appreciated 

25 Golden Cross Lane, CettNJi 
Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 QLG 
Telephone 01527 635375 

Access/Vtsa welcome 


AA FRAMPTON TRADING AS 

WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

★ Mechanical * Bodywork 

★ Electrical * Servicing 

for all types of cars 
Also Computerised Diagnostic 
Tuning etc 
MOTs arranged 
Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236 


NAVY NEWS NOTICE TO READERS 

The publishers of Navy News cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisement or for any losses suffered by any 
readers as a result. Readers are strongly recommended to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any money or entering into any legally binding agreement. 




Wentworth 

the Fiwtmrs 

FORMERLY CQRlVO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure, 

A ft WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tankard House. 25 Lead mill Road. Sheffield Si 3JA 
Td 0114 272 5676 & 0114 275 4168 Fa* 0114 272 6651 
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WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6in * 7in 
£22.80 + £L40 UK Postage. 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
{minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
Sf Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756027 


GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£22.95 + £130 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 

1ADCES WIRE OR SILK; ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
rttS CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
HEOALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
CAP TALLIES, BLAZER BUTTONS 

Send SAE tor quoies and price list 
49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE, TEL (01273)416138 


HMS RFA & RN A WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 



Gin x ?*f 2 


£16,99* Inc UK postage 
14 add 01.45 for optional motto/tttle scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HUS 3EF 
Tel/Fax: 01482 213306 
Please send SAE for Brochure 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
.1 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR RHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 
TEL 0)71-930 197? 

FAX 0171*930 1152 



ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

tj^^Manufactufe Pewter Tankards, Trophies. Goblets and 
7, 1 Hip Flasks 

\ i ‘Tankards engraved with Badge/C re si from E5.50 + VAT 
y£ SEND FOR OUR FREE CA TA LOGUE 

' TEL: (011412765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377 

^ GL0SS0PS TROPHIES, 86 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S24LE 


Property for Sale Classified 


PLYMOUTH DEVON. Ground 
floor flat. Two bedrooms, lounge. 
Kitchen, bathroom with shower. 
Fully double glazed, gas central 
healing, private parking space. 
Close to Dockyard. No chain, 
£33,000. ono, TcL 01752 509647 

FOR SALE Plymouth Hoc, One 
bed flat. Panoramic Sea Views. 
Excellent letting potential. Secure 
situation for long unsupervised 
periods. Two balconies. Gch, 
Parking. Low Costs. Quiet 
£59,950 Tel 01752 670743 

THREE BEDROOM HOUSE in 

very good order for sale or 
rent in Lee-On-Solent, Portsmouth 
Tel: 01969 6232%. 


UNWANTED ITEMS FOR 
SALE? advertise them through 
Navy News and reach almost half 
million readers. A ten word 
advertisement costs from as little as 
£10. Id: 01705 724226 for details* 

LOST TOUCH wilh friends or 
colleagues from your service days? 
We are dedicated to helping you gel 
back in touch. Forces Connect 
Association, 57 Norwich Close, 
Lichfield, Staffs,WSl3 7SJ { SAE ). 

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links. Buttons, Medals, 
Cap Badges, Militaria, £1.50 for list. 
Cairn cross ( Dtp. NN )„ 31, Belle Vuc 
Si,. Filey, N. Yorks YOI4 9HU. 
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Rowers pull through 


THE JOINT Services rowing 
regatta at Peterborough pro¬ 
duced some excellent results 
for the RN&RM who had 
crews in almost every final. 

S/Ll Karen Allsford (HMS 
North umber land) had a dose hut 
confident win in the women's 
novice single sculls. 

In the men's senior 2 coxed 
fours the combined RN/RM crew 
of Lt Andy Clarke (Seahawk) S/Ll 
Dave Gitiets (Durham URNU), 
Li Dave Woolley (Rosvt h) Lt Roll 
Unsworih (HORM) and LSA 
Ad r i a n La ngm e ad (CT C R M) 
came first in the final with Rath- 


based RN personnel a close sec¬ 
ond. 

The men's eights were deter¬ 
mined to even the score against 
the Army having narrowly lost the 
Head of the River Race to the 
Rc)ya 1 Engi nee rs in Ma reh. 

In the main race of the day the 
RN made up 500 metres to over¬ 
take the RAE and were just half a 
length behind the Army in the 
fastest race of the day. 

J R M & R M rowi ng e rews 1 1 a i n 
regularly in Plymouth, 
Portsmouth, Bath, London, 
Yeovilton and Dartmouth. For 
details contact Id Robert Carr at 
Abbey Wood on 9352 35565, 



• The RN&RM squad in the final of the men's eights, who came within half a length of victory. 


CRICKET 

ROUND-UP 


NAVY cricketers played six 
matches in the last few weeks, 
but finished second in all but 
one of them, reports Lt Cdrjim 
Dunks, 

In an entertaining match against 
Incogniti at Portsmouth over 900 
runs were scored in two days. 

After a sporting declaration hy 
the opposing skipper at 300 for 3, 
the Navy responded with 251 for 2 
declared. 

In a quick chase for runs, 
Incogniti made 168 for 7 leaving 
the Navy a target of 220 from 37 
overs, A thrilling onslaught hy 
Mne Sean Needham, 66 from 38 
balls (including 14 fours) ended 
when he was caught with the score 
ac 101 from 13 overs. 

Bui the tempo was maintained 
and the Navy achieved their task 
with 220-4 in pusi 28 overs, a six - 
wicket victory for the Navy. 

Downhill 

Bui the nexl five matches were 
to provide only disappointment 
for the Navy side. 

Against the MCC Young 
Crickets a I Portsmouth, the Navy 
were put into hat and were dis¬ 
missed for 148. The visitors 
responded with 15(1-5 to win hy 
five wickets. 

The Navy were 175 all out 
against Oxford University at the 
Parks and Oxford balled steadily 
to a four-wicket win with 176-6, 

Middlesex 11 hatted first in 
their match a I Portsmouth and 
reached 3IHF7 and the Navy fin¬ 
ished 123 runs behind with 177-7, 

The RN were second best in all 
departments in their firs! match 
against England U19s, They made 
210-6 in their allotted overs and 
the youngsters won by eight wick- 
els with ten overs to spare with a 
score of 21 L2. 

The l ire Service made 214-6 at 
Portsmouth before a familiar col¬ 
lapse saw the Navy all out for 203, 
Clearly, there needs to be 
improvement in all departments 
in i he run-up to the Imerservices. 

JULY FIXTURES: London 
Banks at Portsmouth (1st) Civil 
Service at Baih (22nd) Midland 
CCC al Portsmouth (29th.) 


RN Runners are 
streets ahead 


ROYAL NAVY runners have continued to dominate South Coast road races, 
winning the Plymouth Halt Marathon, Portsmouth D-Day 10km and the 
Southampton 10km. 

D;ii Roberts cruised to victory in the Southampton race in 30 minutes 46 and his time of 31 min¬ 
utes 13 gave him his third win on the trot in the Portsmouth D-Day event. 


And Navy cross country champion Mark 
Croasdale's superb time of 68 minutes in the 
Plymouth half pul him in front of a record field of 
1,569 runners. 

Fellow CTCRM runner Chris Cook came 6th in 72 
minutes 30 and A1 Rich (Osprey) came in 10th to w in 
the veteran's title in 74 minutes 22, Claire Norsworthy 
was the 4lh lady home with 82minutcs 9: 

Meanwhile, the RN Athletic Club's long-distance 
specialists helped the dub to win the 63-mile Wessex 
Ridgeway Relay. 


The Navy four-man team of Simon Sheard, AI 
Rich, Pete Walker and Tony Chuith won the race com¬ 
fortably in 6 hours 40, faster, even, than the six-man 
teams who had entered. 

The RNAC also won the third Southern League 
fixture at Salisbury and the club is now riding 6th in 
the table of 30, 

Man of the match was between Andy Dawkins for 
his excellent shot result, Ginge Gough for winning the 
5000m and Dean Fernee who won the B string 100m 
and 110m hurdles, and the decision went Dean’s way. 


Skipper seeks 
top yachtsmen 

A ROYAL NAVY team will 
be entered rn the 
Southern Cross Cup and 
Sydney-Hobart yacht 
races in Australia, 

Sponsorship by the 
RNSA will make it possible 
for the Navy team to charter 
a state-of-the-art IMS 45ft 
yacht for seven races 
between December 5 and 
January 6, ending with an 
'‘ocean classic". 

It is hoped that the Navy 
entrants will form part of 
the three-boat British team 
and the aim is to win, not 
just to compete. 

RN, RM and Reserve staff 
who are interested should 
send a resume of their 
experience and availability 
to RN team captain and 
skipper Lt Cdr Mike 
Broughton of 815 NAS, 
HMS Osprey, Portland, 
Dorset DT5 1BQ. 


Soldiers bow to 
Sultan strength 

HMS SULTAN S boxers have been back in action, facing 42 
Svy Eng at Hermitage Barracks, Newberry, and the result 
was a 5-1 victory for the Navy. 

The contest opened with three rounds of non-stop action 
between MEA Maughan and L/Cpl Mothershaw which saw the 
Army win on a close majority decision. 

At Superheavyweight LAEA Law had Spr Wright reeling into the 
ropes the fight was stopped in 1 minute 30 after a straight right 
cross floored the soldier. 

Standing counts 

Lt Lavin forced Spr Vander to take three standing counts before 
the bout was stopped in round two and at Middleweight LAEA 
Bond was a unanimous points winner after three gruelling 
rounds. 

MEM Willis made his Sultan debut in classic style, out-boxing 
the Army's L/Cpi Gomez with a long jab and excellent footwork for 
a another unanimous points win. 

The last bout of the night saw LAEA Patterson’s hard and accu¬ 
rate punching and superior ringcraft out-point the experienced 
Army favourite Spr Connetta for a clear Navy win, 

LPT Q Shillingford was delighted with the result, the last show 
of the season for Sultan's boxing squad. 



• Sultan boxers (from back left) LAEA Bond , LPT Q 
Shillingford, Lt Lavin t, MEM Willis, LAEA Law and MEA 

Maughan . Picture: LA(PHOT) Artie Shaw. HMS Sultan Photographic 


In brief 


Marines win 
Three Peaks 
Yacht race 

AS NAVY NEWS went to 
press the Royal Marines 
polled of a spectacular vic¬ 
tory in the Three Peaks 
Yacht Race. 

Their 400 mile sail around 
Britain was broken up by a 24- 
mile run up Mount Snowdon, 
32 miles on Scafeil Pike and 
17-miles on Ben Nevis. For a 
full report and pictures, see 
next month’s sports pages. 

Airmen take 
tennis title 

NAVAL Air Command won 
the Men's Intercommand 
Lawn Tennis Championship at 
Portsmouth, 

The holders of the title. Fleet, 
were unable to field a team in this 
year’s event and rain meant most 
of the matches had to played 
indoors. 

Naval Air Command, who fin¬ 
ished last in 1996, were presented 
with their prices by RNLTA 
Chairman Capt Colin Hamilton . 
Portsmouth were the runners-up. 

Medals for 
RN fencers 

THE RN fencing squad 
won a total of ten individ¬ 
ual medals at the Inter-ser¬ 
vice Championships. 

And Lt Cdr Adrian Olliver 
retained the prestigious 
Champion At Arms title for the 
second years running with 
LAEM Needham coming joint 
second. 

In the team events the RN 
finished third overall but the 
fights were keenly contested. 

Fratton Park 
'taken over' 

THREE senior rates officiat¬ 
ed for the Police Cup Final at 
Fratton Park, home of 
Portsmouth Football Club. 

WO(R) Dave Goldie, 
CPO(SA) Steve Cox PO(R) Steve 
Barr and (ex-PGMEM) PC Pete 
I faywood took charge as Port sea 
Police heat Bitterne 3-0, 

CPO Cox, a lifelong Pompey fan, 
said: “Tve always wanted to play at 
Fratton Park, I suppose refereeing 
a final is as dose as I'll get!'' 



North Yorks win is first for 15 years 


THE NAVY put up a sterling performance in ihc 
annual match against North Yorkshire and defeat¬ 
ed the county side for the first lime since the fixture 
started in 1985, writes Cdr Gary Shinns. 

The weekend was split into two delightful courses 
at Scare roll GC and Leeds GC the following day. 
Both clubs lived up to renowned Yorkshire hospi¬ 
tality and entertained the Navy team Royally. 

Wtr Ian Leurmoulh (Neptune) was making his debut 
for the Navy. Teamed with POPT Bill StrettarM Heron) he 
gained a creditable win in his first match, ihc warm-up fix¬ 
ture at Scarcroft 

Further success from the pairings of Lt Cdr Pat Lynch 
(FQNA) and Sgt Bill Parker (847 NAS. WEM Alistair 
Westbury (COMCEN Whitehall) and PMA Scott Gilbert 
(DM5T Aldershot) and Lt Peter Smith (DRA Malvern) 
and Cpl Chris Graham (RMR Bristol) ensured an overall 
victory of 4-2 to the Navy, 

Leeds Golf Club proved a stern test for the goiters and 
the County side were confident that their run of success 
against the Navy would continue. 


But an unexpected lead of 5-i after the morning four¬ 
somes formed the basis of a well-earned victory, the 
Navy's first in this fixture. 

Pre-lunch wins were recorded by the pairings of the 
team Captain CPO Eddie Comer ford (Caledonia) and 
LAEA Terry Taylor (Sultan) and Lt Cdr Kevin Seymour 
(899 NAS)' and Capt Steve Williams (CINCFLEET), 
Lynch and Parker, Westbury and Gilbert and Smith and 
Graham. 

Record breakers 

With such an impressive half-way lead, confidence was 
high and an easy victory was expected, but doubts were 
sown during the afternoon singles as the home learn 
amassed too many points for comfort. 

However, with Parker securing a win towards the latter 
end of the field, a very satisfying 10-8 win was secured. 
Other singles wins came from Westbury, Lynch, Gilbert 
and Seymour. 

In a weekend of record making, all 12 members of the 
team achieved at least one win, and four (Lynch, Parker, 
Westbury 1 and Gilbert) record a 100 per cent success rate. 


and with much of the squad young, up-and-coming players 
the future of Navy golf is looking very bright. 

Having finished in final place in last year's Graham 
Butler Trophy at Ferndown, a small team of four went to 
this year's event, the weekend after Yorkshire, bent on 
restoring Navy pride. 

Westbury and Gilbert teamed up again and although 
not at their best in the first two rounds, they managed to 
record respectable scores of 79 and 78 in difficult condi¬ 
tions. 


Their talent emerged fully in the final round, when, in 
almost gale force winds, they returned an excellent score 
of one under par 70, This was the best of the day and 
equalled the low round of the whole event. 

The second pairing of Comerford and Taylor were 
never at their best during the weekend but hung on grim¬ 
ly in support, Tire team managed a creditable 12th overall, 
finishing above both the RAF and Army teams, and ensur¬ 
ing an invitation to next year's event. 

As Navy News goes to press, the Navy stroke play 
Championships is underway at Woodbury Park, Exeter 
For a full report, see August's issue of Navy News. 


Equestrians 
doing well 

THE RN showjumping and 
eventing teams have been 
competing almost every 
weekend for the last few 
months. 

The RN were second at 
LarkhilJ Horse Trials and Lt 
Cdr Peter Greenwood 
(Invincible) Lt Cdr Paul De 
Jonghe (Edinburgh) Lt Julia 
Bolt (FOSF) came joint 5th of 
20 at Aldershot. 

At Larkhll! Horse Show 
teams were placed second 
and third and Lt Cdr 
Greenwood and Lt Rachel 
Firth achieved individual plac¬ 
ing s. 

And at Melton Mowbray PO 
(RNR) Norman Campbell 
became the first Naval eques¬ 
trian to qualify for the Royal 
Tournament. 
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Lady triathletes 
voted best team 


AFTER another outstanding season in which they were crowned 
Interservice Champions for the fourth year running, the Ladies 
Triathlon Team have won the Navy's top team award. 


The ladies, who are also 
national team champions, were 
presented with the Sports 
Control Board Team Cup on 
board HMS Victory by Admiral 
Sir Michael Boyce in recogni¬ 
tion ol their achievements. 


Pictured above are (I to r) 
LNN Jeanette Beaton (HMS 
Drake) LWren Vickie Norton 
(HMS Drake) POWren Anita 
Freedman (HMS Dolphin) and 
POWren Lindsay Grady {HMS 
Raleigh). 


Karate association 
planned for the RN 

THE BUSHiDO-KAN Karate Club in HMS Neptune is seek¬ 
ing other Navy Karateka to form an RN Association. 

Interested parties should contact WO Gardiner, SOA(N), HMS 
Neptune, HMNB Clyde. Telephone 01436 674321 ext 3541. 


Climbing contest 
is off the ground 

CLIMBERS from the Submarine Service were in peak condition for the first 
ever RN & RM Mountaineering Club indoor competition at Gloucester, writes Lt 
Mick Cook of HMS Sultan. 

Judging from the results, members of the ‘Silent Service’ who went in for the new contest must 
have been spending much of their time ashore training for the event. 

Competitors were able to compete in free climb¬ 
ing and bouldering categories at the inaugural event 
which was held in the City's ‘Warehouse’ Climbing 
and Leisure Centre. 

In the free climbing category, 13m climbs of vary¬ 
ing difficulty were set to test the strength and skili of 
the competitors. 

And in the bouldering, climbers were to overcome 
as many of the 15 set as possible in the time allowed, 
whilst still saving some energy for the free climbing 
event. 

Overall winner 

The overall winner of the com petition as well as 1st 
and 3rd places in the HVS to El class, 1st place in the 
E2 and above and 1st in the bouldering category were 
all submariners. 

The winners were; WEM(R) Paul Ruddlesdm, 
HMS Dolphin (Overall Winner) AB James Barnes , 
HMS Sutherland (up to and including VS) POMEA 
Gary Jackson, HMS Turbulent (HVS to El) LMEM 
Billy Bain, HMS Vigilant (E2 and above) Lt Karen 
Cahill, HMS Cardiff (Best Lady) Lt Cdr Tim 
Reynolds, Ceniurion (Best Vcteran)RM Condor 
(Team Prize) and LMEM Billy Bain (Bouldering.) 

The event was sponsored by Cots wold Camping, 
Edelweiss ropes and harnesses. High Places and 
Power Bar. Prizes were presented by the RN&RM 
Mountaineering Club President, Brigadier David 
Nicholls RM. 

• Gripping stuff (left) Lt Cdr Tim Reynolds from 
Centurion (Best Veteran) tackles the overhang 
on the HVS to Et free climb route. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Hughes, FOSF Photographic Unit. 




U Bill Clinton with Capt 
Annette Picton (left) and 
LWSADi Lloyd. 


President 
says ‘Hi!’ 

GET INVOLVED with the 
RN Women's Lawn Tennis 
Association and you just 
don’t know who you might 
meet! 

At the end of last season, 
ten players took part in a 12- 
day tour of the USA and after 
their first match at Arlington, 
they were invited to watch 
President Bill Clinton tee off 
on an adjacent golf course. 

When he arrived, the 
President was happy to pose 
for several pictures and was 
presented with an RNWLTA 
pennant as a memento! 

Reminder 

Players of all standards are 
reminded that the RN tennis 
championships take place at 
Burnaby Road, Portsmouth, 
July 26 to 29. 

The Interservices take place 
at Wimbledon on August 4 and 
5. For details call WO Nickii 
Hudson on 01792 65420S 
(work) or 899956 (home) 



Sailors conquer 
SE Asian peak 


A TEAM of sailors from HMS Fearless 
reached the highest peak in South East 
Asia while the ship was in Sabah. 

Following the well established Mount Kinabalu 
summit trail, the group spent the first night a! 
Laban Rata more than 12,000ft above sea level. 

During the ascent the climbers came upon a 
mountain guide suffering a Grand Mai seizure. 

But with three members of HMS Fearless's 
medical section in the group, including the ship’s 
doctor, Surg Cdr John Gabb, the man was prop¬ 
erly attended to and was able to make his own 
way down the following day. 

Setting off for the summit at 3am and travers¬ 
ing the Panar Laban rock face, the team reached 
the summit of Low’s Peak (13,670ft) just in time 
to watch the sunrise. 

Sailors in HMS Fearless sponsored AB Esther 
Garland and LMA Andrea Bradley £600 for the 
climb and the money will go to the NSPCC. 

•On the summit of Mt Kinabalu (from top left) 
CpI Sean RM, CMEA Chris Dtugosz , Surg Cdr 
John Gabb, AB Gariand, CWTR Mark Whitty, LMA 
Bradley , CPOMEA Neil Whiteley, Lt Kevin Tucker 
and CC WE A A ndy * A nderson. 



• The breathtaking view of Kinabalu, the highest mountain in SE Asia , which greeted the team 
on their arrival at Sabah Park HQ. Pictures: Dominic Bfake. Navy News 


BADGES OF 
THE ROYAL NAVY 
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Presentation Size: fo X 7in- £12,50 
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At1 Royal Naval Associated Badges 
All prices include UK postage 
A.J.LAW (Fleet Badges) 

4. Old Sfalurn Garde m, Shuftsfrury Road 
Henstridge, Somerset HAS 0PV 
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<£ 
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fresft flowers sent daily 
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Roses - Carnations ■ Freosia * Bouquet 
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01481 46908 


At! credit cards/swftch accepted 
please use this as an 
order form 
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FLYING THE ARK 

contains MoD films 

“Hands to Flying Stations’ll975) 

Shows Bucaneers, Phantoms and a 
Gan net getting airborne. 

“People Like You ’ (1987) 

Centres on safety around Harriers 
and Sea Kings, 

wo The two films combine to create a 
pictorial story of two different eras in 
gan ^ ^ naval aviation and at a quality and 
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Shipping Today & Yesterday. April 1997 
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ingham’s Commanding Officer saved after Italian helicopter goes down 


The perfect gift 
that lasts the 
whole year through! 


Subscribe to Navy News for a 
friend or relative now and they’ll 
have a good cause to thank you month after month! 

A Subscription means they will be: 

* First to see the latest Navy News from 
around the world 

* First to receive Special Offers 

* Their copy is delivered to their door* hot 
off the press 

But thats not all! 

We think YOU should have a gift 
too. So take out a Gift Subscription 
and well send you a 

£2 DISCOUNT VOUCHER 

to be used against any Navy News 
own promotional Gifts (order value over £14), 


Claim your FREE VOUCHER by returning 
the Priority Order Form with remittance or 
call our Credit Card Hot Line on 
_ + 44 (0)1705 826Q40 _ 


Farewell in style 


Due to administration costs, a refund cannot be given if the 
subscription is cancelled during the first year. 


To: Navy News Business Manager, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, Hampshire, England, POl 3HH. 
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K 


I would like to give a [T 
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voucher . 

Payment by Cheque/Switch or International Money Orders in £ 
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Credit Card option below ( Credit Card orders must be over £5.) 

Card 
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Exp Date..*.Issue No(Switch).......,.... Amount: £..,.„.* 

S i gn atu re of Card hold er:.... 

PLEASE COMPLETE BOTH AODRESS PANELS IN BLOCK CAPITALS 


My Name,, 
Address.... 


..Postcode.. 


Recipients Name.. 
Address......... 


....Postcode.. 


Please Note: This offer applies to new subscriptions only 
Please start subscription from month,,,....,____ 


Scott 

makes 

her 

entry 

THE NEWLY fitted-out sur¬ 
vey ship HMS Scott entered 
Plymouth for the first time on 
June 17 as a Devonport-based 
ship. 

She arrived on passage from 
Portsmouth where she was docked 
to have her multi-beam echo 
sounder installed. 

Scott, at 13*500 tonnes the 
largest survey ship built for the 
Royal Navy, will become a mem¬ 
ber of the Hydrographic Surveying 
Squadron, 

She is ihe first Royal Navy ship 
to operate a crew rotation system 
by which only 42 of the ship’s com¬ 
pany of 63 will he embarked at any 
one time. This allows her to be 
operational for a minimum of 307 
days of the year. 

Her spaciousness allows each 
person on board to have their own 
cabin, and there is even a gymnasi¬ 
um big enough for basketball 

Scott's first Commanding 
Officer is Capt Robert Mark. 


Subscription rates: (Navy News is published monthly) 

UK: 1 year - £14.00; 2 years - £25; 3 years - £30.50 

Overseas surface mail: (including Republic of Ireland. Europe, Canada, 
USA. & Australia) lyear - £17.50; 2 years - £30.00: 3years - £43.00 


Marines ban on 
Cyprus training 

ROYAL MARINES training in 
Cyprus has been stopped after 
three Marines were charged at 
Lamaka civil court with indecent 
exposure in a bar in the resort of 
Ayia Napa. 

The Ministry of Defence laid 
Navy News: “Royal Marines 
Commandos have revised training 
on the island and in deference to 
local sensitivities and to avoid any 
possibility of further incidents it 
has been decided not to conduct 
any training by RM personnel in 
Cyprus in the short term.” 

JUNGLE MUSCLE 

H From frontpage 

four days training them in basic 
landing craft operations. We were 
happy that their drills were good 
and a mini-raid exercise we put 
them through really set them up 
for the amphibious assault with 40 
CdoT 

The Commanding Officer of 
HMS Fearless, Captain Malcolm 
Williams, said: “The landing craft 
went in on time and the flight deck 
operations were carried out in 
complete darkness and radio 
silence. The guns and sticks of per¬ 
sonnel, both from Malaysia and 40 
Cdo, were ferried ashore continu¬ 
ously for about two hours. It was 
really very impressive indeed.” 

Muka Wave, commanded by 
Commodore Amphibious War¬ 
fare, Commodore Paul Stone, was 
the last major amphibious exercise 
of the Ocean Wave deployment. 

40 Cdo are scheduled to leave 
Fearless at Singapore at the end of 
July to fly to South Africa for the 
biggest joint exercise with the 
Republic since World War II. 

■ Pictures and more reports - 
centre pages. 


Destroyer 
ends a 
7-month 
odyssey 

HMS SOUTHAMPTON was 
due to return from Arm ilia 
Patrol duties in the Gulf on 
June 25 after more than seven 
months away. 

The Type 42 destroyer stopped 
and searched over 20 vessels while 
enforcing the UN e mbargo on 
Iraq. She also exercised with the 
navies of the Gulf Co-operation 
Council states - Oman, Kuwait, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain — as 
well as other Allied nations. 

Royals conquer 
Himalayan peak 

ROYAL Marines Sgt Nigel Lane 
and CpI Neil Peacock have 
returned home after becoming the 
first Britons to climb the 24,000ft 
Himalayan mountain Gimmigela 
(The twins). It has only been 
scaled once before - by the 
Japanese. The British duo reached 
ihe summil by the previously 
unci imbed South-West Ridge, 


• HMS Birmingham arrives home in Portsmouth after her eventful 
deployment with NATO’s Standing Naval Force Mediterranean, 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Tam McDonald, FOSF 


• Smites ail round as the Prince of Wales nears Greenwich 
in HMS Explorer. With him are the First Sea Lord and the 
Commanding Officer of Explorer, Lt Jim Barnes. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) S/eve SaywelK FOSF 


THE LAST MAJOR event in 
the 124-year history of the 
Royal Naval College at 
Greenwich proved to be a glit¬ 
tering and stylish affair. 

Principal guest was the Prince of 


Wales at an event designed to mark 
Ihe Navy’s eventual departure from 
the site and to celebrate the col¬ 
lege's achievements. 

Hosted by the First Sea Lord 
and Navy Board, the occasion was 
witnessed by Defence Secretary 
George Robertson, Armed Forces 
Minister Dr John Reid and 
Defence Procurement Minister 
Lord Gilbert. 

Prince Charles arrived at the col¬ 
lege by river on board the patrol 
vessel HMS Explorer, escorted by 
HMS Example, both of which are 
members of the Inshore Training 
Squadron. He was accompanied by 
the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir 


Jock Slater, and by the Flag Officer 
Training and Recruiting, Rear 
Admiral John McAnally. 

The Prince was welcomed to the 
college by the Admiral President, 
Rear Admiral Jeremy Blackham, 
before reviewing a guard of honour 
formed by personnel from the 
frigate HMS Campbeltown and 
Royal Marines musicians. 

After a thanksgiving service in 
the chapel, the Prince of Wales 
addressed the Navy Board, mess 
members, former Admirals 
President and other distinguished 
guests in the Painted Hall. 

A Royal Marines Beat Retreat 
ceremony followed. 


SHIP’S CO ESCAPES 


THE COMMANDING Officer of HMS Birmingham escaped serious injury when an 
Italian navy helicopter in which he was a passenger crashed into the 
Mediterranean, killing the CO of an Italian warship. 


Cdr Michael Evans and the 
Italian officer were returning 
to their ships in the Augusta 
Bell aircraft. As it approached 


A BOARD of inquiry has 
been set up to find out why 
a petty officer died during a 
dive to explore underwater 
caves in Gibraltar. 

FOWEM(R) Joe Baker (34) 
was training on The Rock and 
was diving in a network of 
caves on May 31. His two 
Service companions noticed he 


the Birmingham it dipped the 
edge of the flight deck and 
plunged into the sea. 

Cdr Evans suffered only minor 


was missing when they sur¬ 
faced and began a search. 

They found PO Baker uncon¬ 
scious in 20m of water. They 
brought him back to the sur¬ 
face and tried in vain to revive 
him in the team boat. He was 
taken to hospital but was dead 
on arrival. 

PO Baker was based at Poole 
and had a wife and family. 


cuts and bruises, and with the two 
Italian aircrew was rescued and 
taken on hoard the Birmingham. 
The Italian commander’s body was 
recovered from the wreckage. He 
and the aircraft were from the 
frigate Scirocco. 

The accident happened off 
Gibraltar where the COs of 
NATO's Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean had been meeting 
on the Greek frigate Limnos. At 
the time visibility and sea state 
were good. 

The Italian aircrew were taken 
to Gibraltar for treatment for 
minor injuries. The Birmingham 
sustained minor damage to her 
stern but the next day continued 
her programme with Cdr Evans in 
command. 

An Italian-led inquiry was being 
held 


PO dies during 
Gib cave dive 
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IF YOU THINK YOU QUALIFY PLEASE CALL 

Admin SNCO on 01404 891 697. 


Options 


Man at 


On the 


Are you 

for the 

High 

Jump 


Have you had a lifetime 
ambition to Freefall 
from an aeroplane ? 

Perhaps you would like to give a 
surprise present to someone, you 
know would enjoy the experience. 

Well Good News is on the way ! 

Military sport parachute rates 
now extend to wives of serving 
personnel, Reservists, ALL MOD 
employees and all immediate 
dependents of the above. 

Courses on offer are: 

Static Line, 
Accelerated Free Fall 
and Tandem. 


T HE POSITION of the 
offices of Naval Base 
Commander 
Portsmouth acts as a per¬ 
manent reminder as to why 
the base exists. 

Housed in historic 
Semaphore Tower, almost on 
the South Railway Jetty, 
Commodore Henderson is in 
no doubt as to the importance 
of the warships which berth 
below his windows, or slip 
through the narrow mouth of 
Portsmouth Harbour. 

There is also no doubt in Cdre 
Henderson's mind that his organi¬ 
sm ion can live up to high expecta¬ 
tions. both his own and those of 
the commanding officers of Her 
Majesty's ships. 

"I believe that Portsmouth has 
a very bright future,"* said Cdre 
Henderson. 

"We are home for half of the 
Royal Navy's surface flotilla, and 
the projections for the foresee¬ 
able future show lhal we arc 
going to maintain the numbers 
and indeed in some areas 
increase our commitments, 

"My aim first and foremost is 
to make sure that it is the ships 
that arc given the best possible 
Service we can provide. 

*1 stress this as 1 go around 
and meet people and say that no 
mat ter what job we are doing we 
are here in support of ships and 
we shouldn't lose sight of it.” 

It has been a period of change 


* Home base (above 
left) - Semaphore Tower 
stands on the waterfront 
of Portsmouth Naval 
Base (on right of fore - 

J ground) with HMS Victory 
centre left) and Number 
2 basin (top of picture) 
also visible, 

# Quay to the future 
(beiow) - part of the £10m 
worth of work being car¬ 
ried out on the North 
Corner jetties in the naval 
base last year 


COMMODORE IAIN HENDERSON IS NAVAL 
BASE COMMANDER PORTSMOUTH, 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EFFICIENT 
RUNNING OF A MULTI-MILLION POUND 
ORGANISATION. 

HERE COMMODORE HENDERSON TELLS 
NAVY NEWS HOW PORTSMOUTH IS 
SHAPING UP AFTER FIVE CENTURIES OF 
SERVICE TO THE ROYAL NAVY* 


and uncertainty since Cdre 
Henderson took over in the spring 
of 19%. when the post of Flag 
Officer Portsmouth was replaced 
by the one-star NBC, but with 
hindsight it would seem to have 
been a sound development. 

“I do believe that it has worked 
extremely well. 

“We have got a management 
board which, 1 believe, reflects the 
requirements of the Base. We are 
all pulling together very well as a 
team and indeed are now looking 
to April 1 1998 when we will have a 
fully-integrated Naval Base.” 

T he plan at that point is that 
the RN Supply Depot and 
RN Armament Depot will 
both come within NBC’s remit, 
instead of having two equivalent 
bosses - resulting in a more coher¬ 
ent structure. 

“1 laving spent two years up in 
London in the Directorate of 
Naval Plans, where one saw the 
Naval programme being put 
together each year, and very tough 
choices had to be made and impor¬ 
tant projects couldn't find room 
because there just wasn’t the 
money, it very much reinforced 
one's belief that we simply had to 
get the best value for money possi¬ 
ble out of every part of the Navy. 

“We should not be ashamed to 
embrace the business culture, and 
to try to squeeze as much juice as 
we can out of the lemon - 1 don’t 
sec why anyone should win prizes 
for running a show which is less 
than highly-efficient, 

“Of course, the more you can 
save in efficiencies, the more you 


can put towards the front line, and 
it’s jolly important that the front 
tine has got w hat it needs. 

“I run this organisation. 1 hope, 
in a businesslike way, but without 
treating it as a business - because 
defence is not a business. 

‘And 1 think that bringing the 
best of commercial practice into 
our military structure is extremely 
good, 

“After all, I am also a taxpayer 
and I don’t see w r hy we should 
spend a pound more on defence 
than wc have to, 

"it’s people like me who need to 
ensure that every taxpayer gets 
best value for money.” 

As the 21 hh century draws to a 
close, there ts a sense that 
Portsmouth is finding a role for 
itself which straddles old and new. 

i believe that there's a very pos¬ 
itive feel in Portsmouth; there's 
been considerable collective wilt lit 
gel the place looking good physi¬ 
cally, which I think is helpful - if it 
looks right, the chances arc it is 
right - and wc have been pursuing 
a very large number of initiatives, 
including such things as IS091KKI, 
Investors in People, benchmark¬ 
ing, and just generally trying to gel 
the best value possible for money 
which 1 hope means the best value 
for ships as well. 

“Besides the ships themselves 
there is a large number of lodger 
units here, and again wc do our 
best to take their wishes into con¬ 
sideration; we formed a co-ordi¬ 
nating committee last year which 
has representation from all our 
lodger units so hopefully they feel 
they arc involved in what is going 
on m the Naval Base, 
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waterfront 



“And one of the other major 
parts of the base of course is the 
heritage area* which although it is 
run by other people, nevertheless 
stands within the Naval Base, 

I welcome it very much indeed, 1 
do believe that heritage has got 
an important part to plav* and 1 
particularly like the fact that my 
offices here in Semaphore Tower 
are actually within the heritage area 
and therefore the British public sees 
today’s Navy going to and fro - you 
have ships alongside at South 
Railway Jetty - so there isn't a phys¬ 
ical divide between the old 
and the new, 

*Tm particularly 
privileged that I'm 
sitting here in my 
office, or driving 
around, and I see 
today's ships and also 
see HMS Victory* which 
I think is the most 
important representa¬ 
tion of the Royal 
Navy," 

With the 
rapid 
reassess 
m c n t 
o f 

defence 
needs in 
the post- 
Co Id War peri¬ 
od* both Faslane 
and Devonport 
naval bases estab¬ 
lished niches for them¬ 
selves - but Cdre 
Henderson is content that 
Portsmouth has an equally 
strong identity in terms of the 
modem Royal Navy. 

‘There are three core capabili¬ 
ties in the Royal Navy; aircraft car¬ 
riers, amphibious ships and 
nuclear submarines. 

“Of these, we have the carriers 
and the amphibious assault ships 
based here, so we currently have 
two of the three core capabilities. 

“We have a very good mix of the 
Surface Flotilla in the form of Type 
42 destroyers, and we very much 
welcome" having a squadron of 
Type 23 frigates based here - it is 
very good to be able to have the 
newest class of ship in the Navy, 
“And 1 don’t think one should 
lose sight of the mine countermea¬ 
sures vessel (MCMV) force - I 
think things such as the Gulf War 
have highlighted that they may be 
small ships but they are actually 
vital - without them, you cannot 
get big ships through mined waters. 

“Mining is a very cheap thing to 
be able to do* and so McMVs are 
of increasing importance, i would 
suggest, as we arc in an era of 
potential littoral warfare. 

“So we’ve got the Hunts here* 
and we have Fishery Protection 
Vessels - we know what an impor¬ 
tant job they do on behalf of the 
Government/’ 

O ne fly in the ointment is the 
fate of the Fleet 
Maintenance and Repair 
Organisation - FMRO - which has 
been subject to market-testing 
under the previous government 
and was expecting a crucial 
announcement when the General 
Election put everything on hold. 

“We are now in a period of 
waiting and the outcome will be 
cither the in-house bid team will 
be awarded the contract or one of 
the three commercial bidders*' 1 
said Cdre Henderson. 

“Whatever the outcome it’s very 
important that the Navy wins in 
this, 

“And, whatever the outcome* I 
would like to publicly praise the 
FMRO in-house bid team who 
worked incredibly hard in order to 
put their bid together. 

“It was enormous dedication 
and l congratulate them on it,” 
Other problems include the effb 
dent utilisation of buildings and 
infrastructure which were designed 
and built for a Navy which has Jong 
been consigned to history books. 


“It’s true to say in order to pre¬ 
serve our front-line capability 
unfortunately the infrastructure 
has not received the attention that 
people would like to have perhaps 
given to it because of financial 
pressures,' 1 said Cdre Henderson. 

“However* it has caught up with 
us now, and Portsmouth is certainly 
suffering from some very old infra¬ 
structure - in particular the jetties. 

“We have entered submissions in 
order to have the jetties refur¬ 
bished - and come what may they 
will have to be repaired, because 
they are getting towards the end of 
their useful lives. 

“The jetties are 
historic, and of 
course they are not 
cheap to repair, but 
in order to be able to 
operate successfully 
into the 21st century wc 
must have an infrastruc¬ 
ture which can support 
a modem fleet. 

“Indeed, you 
could say the 
same goes for 
the whole 
of the 
n ava I 


base; 
that by- 
and-large 
any commer¬ 
cial practice 

would have 

knocked down old 
buildings and put up 
modern replacements, 
which would be much more 
cost-effective. 

“Of course* wc have got all 
these wonderful old Georgian 
buildings in here which are lovely 
to look at* but are very expensive 
to maintain* so I’m afraid we have 
to try to cope with this as best we 
can/’ 

P aradoxically, a leaner-manned 
surface flotilla will, in Cdre 
Henderson’s view* he a good 
thing for naval bases. 

“There will always have to be 
base ports for ships, and I suspect 
that with ships becoming more and 
more lean-manned there is going 
to be more and more that a naval 
base is going to have to do in terms 
of provision of services for ships, 
“In the same way that we give 
Type 23 frigates a lot more person¬ 
nel support than the older Type 42 
destroyers, this will continue when 
the next generation of destroyers 
comes in as a replacement to the 
Type 42s and so on* so I see an aug¬ 
mented role for naval bases." 

On a personal level* Cdre 
Henderson is happy to wrestle with 
the problems both large and small 
which he encounters daily 

“I can honestly say I cannot 
think of a more rewarding job* 
because every day there is some¬ 
thing to achieve; it may only be a 
small thing but you do feel you arc 
moving forward, 

“Of course there are a lot of 
problems and difficulties, hut that’s 
no different from anybody else who 
is involved in an organisation of 
this si 2 e and complexity* with an 
annual budget of over £10Qm. 

“It’s extremely rewarding and I 
suppose one would wish to drive 
down the path of being given as 
much delegation and autonomy as 
possible.” 

Cdre Henderson is keenly aware 
that his buoyant outlook is not 
always shared by the workforce - 
but he feels it is an important facet 
of the base's profile, 

"One must always be sensitive to 
people and their needs*” he said. 

“1 am an ardent believer in the 
combined role of leadership and 
management* 

“If you do it properly, morale 
should remain generally good. 

“On a day-to-day basis you will 
get fluctuations, but I believe that 
within the naval base there is a 
sense of 


purpose, people do 
believe in the place and what is 
achieved* and they can see they are 



• Man in charge - Naval Base Commander Cdre lain Henderson. 


doing better as time goes on. 

“I walk around and speak to a 
lot of people and I am not aware of 
anything other than a positive 
approach to the job. 

“I think we arc privileged to be 
on the waterfront* where we can 
actually see the people who we are 


serving* and consequently people 
respond to it. 

I would like to feel that this 
place is focussed, people know 
what direction we are going, why 
we are going there and that we arc 
trying only to pursue the things that 
are relevant and actually matter.” 



Royal Navy to Merchant Navy 
Conversion Courses 

Merchant Navy & Offshore Safety 
Courses 

(MSA & GPITO Fire Fighting, 

Sea Survival, First Aid) 

MSA Deck & Engine 

Certificates of Competence 

Contact WARSASH MARITIME CENTRE 
Newtown Road, Warsash 
Southampton S031 $ZL 
TEL: 01489 576161 FAX: 01489 573988 



Send fur free list of RJV. books in si nek At host 25% bciow bookshop prices. 


WHITE ENSIGN BOOK CLUB 
113 Hie Ridgway* Norths!w. Herts EN6 4BG 
Membership free on purchase of firs* hook* 


Industrial 
complex 
by the sea 


P ORTSMOUTH Naval 
Base is a multi¬ 
faceted industrial 
complex of customers 
and providers, to use the 
business terminology 
which peppers military 
jargon today. 

One thing is paramount - 
the ships of the Royal Navy 
are the reason why every¬ 
one Is here, and all efforts 
are directed to ensuring 
they get the best possible 
service at the best price. 

But delivery of that ser* 
vice has changed out of all 
recognition in the past two 
decades, a process which 
has accelerated more 
recently with the establish¬ 
ment of the Naval Bases and 
Supply Agency (NBS), part 
of Naval Support Command. 

Tied in with that reorgani¬ 
sation was the embracing of 
the Competing For Quality 
{CFG) programme k most vis¬ 
ibly at HMS Nelson* where 
facilities management com¬ 
pany Amey FM has taken 
over a number of tasks pre¬ 
viously carried out by ser¬ 
vice personnel or civil ser¬ 
vants. 

Accordingly* Naval Base 
Commander (NBC) 

Commodore lain Henderson 
has presided over the cre¬ 
ation of a five-year 
Corporate Plan, outlining 
the base’s objectives and 
strategies in order to meet 
the requirements of the 
Fleet* 

N BC’s empire 1$ split 
into six business sec¬ 
tors, run by senior 
managers. 

□ The Naval Base Business 
Manager. 

□ Captain Fleet Maintenance. 
□ Director Fleet Maintenance 
and Repair Organisation* 

□ Captain Base Services. 

Q Queen’s Harbour Master. 
□ Commodore HMS Nelson. 

Their roles are outlined on 
page VI. 

The relationships 


between agencies in the 
Naval Base are complicated 

- NBC tasks Commodore 
Nelson in certain areas such 
as catering and stores sup¬ 
port, while Second Sea Lord 

- both Naval Base lodger 
and ultimate owner - 
requires personnel func¬ 
tions to be performed by 
Nelson In support of the 
base, ships and Naval per¬ 
sonnel worldwide. 

S omewhere between a 
lodger unit and a part 
of the base Is the RN 
Store Depot, due to be 
brought under the control of 
NBC in April next year, and 
which will eventually see 
the massive Central Storage 
and Distribution Facility in 
the Naval Base handle $0 
per cent of the Surface 
Fleet’s supply chain - over 
one million transactions a 
year, with stock valued at 
£1*25bn* 

The brave new world of 
military business Is demon¬ 
strated by the two major 
CFQ initiatives of the base 
and Nelson - the market¬ 
testing of FMRO and m 
ground-breaking facilities 
management project by 
Amey FM. 

Workers at FMRO are stilt 
awaiting a decision on the 
success of their in-house 
bid against outside compe¬ 
tition; ft was delayed by the 
General Election, and la 
expected shortly. 

Over at Nelson, the first 
year of facilities manage¬ 
ment ends In September, 
and Amey Firs Phase 1 
success will be assessed In 
ten areas, Including catering 
support* cleaning, grounds 
maintenance, motor trans¬ 
port and mall and messen¬ 
ger services; the potential 
exists to release more Naval 
billets into more opera- 
tionaJly-mlrtded employ¬ 
ment, in business parlance. 

Any savings which accrue 
will be split between Nelson 
and AFM. 


M A □ C H 


fuatthtore 
tar vie at 


Do you currently 
get first choice on 
the best healthcare 
job opportunities ? 


MATCH healthcare services is the only 
agency holding contracts with all NHS Trusts 
in the Portsmouth area. 

We are currently recruiting trained, general, 
& specialised nurses, RSCNs, PAEDs & ITU 


Join us now & benefit from: 


■ excellent rates of pay ; paid weekly 

■ long & short term bookings - flexible hours to suit you 
unrivalled incentive scheme with «r Vouchers 
first preference on the best healthcare positions 


For more information, please call the 
MATCH team on 01705 730 222 


You will find us at 

27/28 Charter house* Lord Montgomery Way, Portsmouth 






















































NEWS PORTSMOUTH SUPPLEMENT, JULY 1997 




Frigates prove d 


Portsmouth N& 


• Watching - offshore patrol vessel HMS Lindisfarne. 


A LARGE percentage of the ships 
based in Portsmouth may not quite 
measure up to the massive battle¬ 
ships and carriers of old, but earn respect 
in different ways. 

The Hunt-class mine countermeasures 
vessels (MCMVs) of the First and Second 
Mine Countermeasures Squadrons count 
Portsmouth as home, as do most of the 
Fishery Protection Squadron patrol ships - 
bracketed together under the acronym 
MM/PPs. 

The more modem Sandown-class ships of the 
3rd MC M Squadron are based on the Clyde; 
seven more of this outstanding vessel are being 
built a! Vesper Thornycroft in Southampton, and 
will start to join the Fleet next year 
Together with a fair number of the Inshore 
Training Squadron (ITS) craft, mainly Archer- 
class patrol vessels, they all work under the 
umbrella of Commodore Mine warfare and Patroi 
Vessels, Diving and Fishery Protection, or 
Commodore MFP, currently Commodore 
Christopher Ellison. 

The Royal Navy is an acknowledged world- 
leader in minewarfare, and even though the 
emphasis has changed dramatically over the past ten 
years or so, the Navy's techniques and equipment still 
make it the mark which everyone else has to measure up 
to. 

Throughout the Second World War and the Cold War, 
the main task was to ensure ports remained open and sea 
lanes, particularly those used by major warships and sub¬ 
marines, were swept clean. 

Now the focus has moved away from home shores to 
coastal waters the world over. 

in simple terms, the whole idea of power projection fails 
at the first hurdle If the power cannot be projected. 

The largest ship can be crippled by a mine, or prevent¬ 
ed from acting by the threat of mines, so mine counter¬ 
measures vessels (MCMVs) become the enablers, allow¬ 
ing amphibious assaults to take place. 


Mine technology is a fast-moving art, with cheap plastic 
devices, using acoustic, pressure and magnetic triggers 
aided by electronic wizardry, testing countermeasures 
techniques and equipment to the limit. 

The value of the Navy's Hunt-class vessels to the over¬ 
all strategy was demonstrated in the Gulf War, when they 
played a leading role. 

Allied to mine countermeasures are the skills of the 
divers, based at Horsea Island in Portsmouth Harbour, 
who often have to complete the tricky task of rendering a 
mine safe; again, in the Gulf, they were operating In 
extreme conditions, doing a hand-search on the shallow 
sea bed In oily wafers. 

The Fishery Protection Squadron, also based beside 
Number 2 Basin, claims the longest pedigree In the Royal 
Navy, with links stretching back to the 14th century. 

Officers and senior ratings on the Island-class 
ships, aided by a rota of Hunt-class ships, have to 
gain a detailed knowledge of fishing techniques 
and laws in order to carry out their role as protec¬ 
tor of fast-disappearing fish stocks, and In recent 
years the ships of the FPS have carried out well 
over 2,000 boardings annually to check paper¬ 
work, nets and catches. 

The picture Is completed by the Inshore 
Training Squadron, which generally serves the 
University RN Units and RN officer training, 
though deployments have seen these small craft 
flying the White Ensign as far afield as Spain and 
the Baltic. 

The small-ships expertise of those working at 
MFP headquarters can be augmented by the wider 
pool of talent in Portsmouth Naval Base, an advan¬ 
tage which the group did not enjoy in their former 
Scottish base. 

And initial fears that the 40 or so ships would be 
overshadowed by the frigates, destroyers and car¬ 
riers of the Surface Fleet which operate around 
them proved groundless - the opposite has been 
true, in that the officers and ratings on larger ships 
gain a far greater understanding of the value of the 
MFP squadrons when the ships are there, going 


# Force to be reckoned with - Hunt-class mine countermea¬ 
sures vessel HMS Quorn. 


Navy's flexi 


C ARRIER-borne air 
power is one of the 
Navy’s three core power 
projection capabilities. 

The three ships - HMS 
Illustrious, invincible, and Ark 
Royal - arc ‘"highly capable and 
flexible,’* according to 
Commander Paul Jellytnan, for¬ 
mer Public Relations Officer for 
Illustrious. 

“They are floating airfields, 
capable of operating without host 
nation support and avoiding bad 
weather. During operations in the 
Adriatic wc were often the only 
people able to fly when the Italian 
airfields were fogbound - we just 
went and found a dear patch of 


weather. ed 

“The fixed-wing aircraft be^ 

embarked is the Sea Harrier FA2 - nit a 
and with Harriers on board, fitted said 

with AMRAAM and Sidewinder, ^ 

the Harrier is probably the most wsrl 

capable fighter aircraft in Europe, this 

and is also capable of delivering so n 
1,0001b bombs. Whr 

The mobile airfield can also th e 
operate the highly-effeclive RAF rep 

Harrier GR7 bombers, hugely er: s 

enhancing the ships’ power projee- “1 

tion capacity over land. he w 

Carriers arc also excellent com- inj 
mand and control platforms with cet 

ihe ability to provide a Joint Force od* 
headquarters afloat. nev 

“For an operation like the Qtc 

Adriatic, the carrier is ideally suit- ^ 


• Latest model - HMS Iron Duke , 


I TS NOT h 
makes Typs 
spot in Pinti 
fact that they n 
The 4th Fngil 
strong, but eve it 
Type 23s of the F 
and wide, denp 
advanced warsbf 
On one day it. 
in the Gulf (an! 
she was due to * 
on operational \ 
was in refit in > 
Russia with Cc 
Singapore and 1 
returned from h 
on a series of ei| 
coast of AmeiC 
multi-national tx- 
Grafton - t hi 
mission in Portn 
sea trials, and *c 
ed to join the stu 
"it was a pirit 
split the ship 
Devonport," d 
squadron Staff } 
He also be I" 
those who serv. 
choice of basz \ 
available to (hoc 
"With 16 3 
Devon port hti 
Commander CJa 
Weapon Engine 
“There are an 
Navy had to lo*l 
port these shipsa 
"4th Frigate 5 
use of the short 1 
gel first-class stp 
■ Maintenance 
■ Maintenance :i i 


Options 


Portsmouth Naval 
Base is home to 
a more than 50 
RN vessels, from 
aircraft carriers 
to inshore patrol 
craft. 

| Here Navy News 
look at the main 
groups of ships 
to be seen in 
the harbour, their 
roles, and how 
the Portsmouth 
contingent might 
shape up at the 
start of the new 
millennium. 


• Sea power - aircraft carrier HMS illustrious undergoing rigorous sea trials* 


Smaller ships have 
major roles to play 
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• Southern dimes - Antarctic patrol ship HMS Endurance on deployment In the southern hemisphere. 

Entering the twilight zone 


val Base Ships 


P ORTSMOUTH is home to a num¬ 
ber of RN ships which are coming 
to the end of their active lives - 
and the question of replacements 
remains a thorny subject. 

Perhaps the hottest potato at present is the 
future of the Royal Yacht, future and present. 

As Navy News went to press, Britannia was 
approaching the furthest point of her final 
overeeas deployment, sailing the South China 
Sea, and she will shortly return to home 
waters for a farewell cruise. 

She is duo to decommission at the end of 
the year, but beyond that her fate is undecid¬ 
ed - several ports have expressed an interest 
in giving her a final berth, including 
Portsmouth, her home since she entered ser¬ 
vice. 

As for a replacement, again there are 
numerous plans and proposals for designs, 
footing the bill for running costs, and provid¬ 
ing a home port. Portsmouth believes it has as 
strong a claim on her as anywhere. 


With a new government settling in, the 
Ministry of Defence line is that there are 
“plans to take a close look at the requirement 
for and provision of a new Royal Yacht, 
including the option for privately financing 
such a vessel.” 

No announcement on such a decision is 
expected in the immediate future. 

Two more Portsmouth stalwarts are in the 
twilight of their careers - and their replace¬ 
ments will be heading west for a base port. 

Amphibious assault ships HMS Fearless 
and Intrepid, or Landing Platforms Dock to 
give them their correct title, are both more 
than 30 years old but are still working hard. 

F earless was the subject of much media 
speculation over her participation in 
Exercise Purple Star last year, but con¬ 
founded the doubters by playing an effective 
role in proceedings. 

This year, just to ram home the point, the 
steam-powered veteran warship - one of only 


three Navy steamships, the others being 
Intrepid and the Royal Yacht - has led the 
amphibious arm or the Ocean Wave deploy¬ 
ment to the Far East on a punishing series of 
exercises with allied navies. 


I ntrepid has been a feature of the Naval 
Base for some time now, but she is still 
expected to be ready to sail within 30 days 
of receiving the necessary orders. 

One ship which should be around well into 
the next century is HMS Endurance of the 
Surveying Squadron - though she spends a 
good deal of time half a world away from 
Portsmouth. 

The distinctive red-hulled Antarctic patrol 
ship undertakes an annual deployment to the 
South Atlantic and Southern Ocean, return¬ 
ing to the UK for the summer. 

At 6,50(1 tonnes, she dwarfs the other 
Survey Squadron craft based in Portsmouth - 
the 22-tonne HM Survey Motor Launch 
Gleaner, which has a complement of five plus 
one spare bunk. 


Me force 


lo be the command centre 
luse of of its security,commu- 
tions fit, space and flexibility,” 
Cdr Jdlyman. 

i further role is anti-submarine 
Fare. Whilst the emphasis on 
type of warfare has declined 
ewhai with the end of the Cold 
, there is still a significant 
at which is increasing in 
onal conflicts, as regional pow- 
>Eart acquiring submarines, 
fhc carriers can also act as 
:opter assault ships, embark- 
1,000 or more men and troop- 
ying helicopters for short peri- 
to amplify the capability of the 
commando carrier HMS 
an ” 

ach carrier weighs in at 20,000 


tonnes and is 200 metres 
long, with a ship’s company of 
650, augmented by an air group of 
450, giving a total of around 1,100 
people. 

W ith a Joint Force HO 
embarked this could swell 
to perhaps 1,200 
Up to 22 aircraft can be carried, 
with the mix determined by the 
type of operation undertaken. 

A 22-aircraft mixed Harrier 
force provides the most significant 
capability. 

Although smaller than previous 
classes of Royal Navy carriers, it is 
widely accepted that these three 
ships “punch above their weight.” 


ifficult to spot 


e stealth technology' that 
23 frigates so difficult to 
imouth Harbour - it’s the 
re so often at sea. 
e Squadron - currently six- 
ualty comprising half the 16 
led - has ships deployed far 
nst rating the roles of this 

h 

lune, HMS Westminster was 
as Navy News went to press 
’ the first Duke-class frigate 
rmilla patrol), Marlborough 
evonport, Richmond was in 
can Wave, having visited 
Korea, Lancaster had just 
e Falkland;*, Iron Duke was 
jagements taking in the cast 
a, and is now conducting 
erases in the Baltic, 
last major warship to com- 
nouth this century - was on 
m and St Albans arc expect¬ 
ed ran in the next century, 
ive decision by the Navy to 
between Portsmouth and 
d Lt Cdr Mark Stuttard, 
fficer Operations, 
ves it is an advantage for 
in the ships, as they have a 
port - an opportunity not 
on TVpe 22s and Type 42s, 


own in-squadron support is limited, so we do 
rely on Naval Base manpower. 

“)( really is a first-class relationship we 
have with the Naval Base agencies.” 

Type 23s were built as specialist anti-sub¬ 
marine warfare platforms, to patrol the deep 
sea corridors around Iceland and the Faroes, 
but they were always intended lo be upgrad¬ 
ed as technology improved, and now, accord¬ 
ing to squadron staff, have a command sys¬ 
tem which is possibly the envy of the worla, 
“They arc also quiet, stealthy ships, with 
low signatures,” said Cdr Peach. "Probably 
only one or two other general-purpose ships 
are more stealthy - the French La Fayette 
and Canadian Halifax classes - but they arc 
the next step. 

“Certainly nothing else currently compares 
with this ship in the numbers that the Navy is 


operating them.” 
Lt Cdr 


“There's a lot of 


pc 23s in due course, 
become overloaded,” said 
ham Peach, the squadron's 
ring Officer. 

nber three in build, and the 
u in advance at how to sup- 
nd share the base-port load, 
quadron ships make much 
facilities in Portsmouth - we 
port from the Captain Fleet 
team and the Fleet 
J Repair Organisation. Our 


Stuttard said: 
interest in Lhese ships. 

“The quiet diesel-electric propulsion sys¬ 
tem is being looked at by an awful lot of 
navies for their next generation ships. 

'And they are not yet at their peak, 
because ship and systems have been designed 
to adjust and expand as the world situation 
dictates.” 

A lthough intended to be “lean- 
manned", added capabilities have 
seen ships' companies gradually 
increasing - the original size of 143 has risen 
to a typical 172 plus nine trainees, just six off 
the maximum of 187. 

Type 23s also have ‘long legs” - they can 
cruise from their home base to the Falkland* 
without the need to refuel, for example. 

The Dukes are numerically the largest 
major warship class the Navy has built for 
some time, and the last of the class should 
serve the country well into the second quarter 
of the next millennium - bearing in mind that 
the first, HMS Norfolk, will have been serv¬ 
ing the Navy for ten years by the year 200(1 


Hard 


T HE ROYAL Navys 12 City class 
destroyers seem to have been 
a fixture of the Surface Flotilla 
for more than 20 years - yet the 
newest is only 11 years old. 

The Brat ship of " 
fi t wni 


to follow 


Birin Ingham, 


the class Is HMS 
ich first commissioned 


21 years ago. 

The latest Batch 3 ships are 13 metres 
longer than the first eight ships, giving 
them improved sea-keeping qualities. 

“This Is a fully-proven and operational 
warship, and provides the Navy's sur¬ 
face snip area sir defence capability/' 
said Commander Stephen Farrington, 
Squadron Marine Engineer Officer for 
the 5th Destroyer Squadron. 

“With excellent command and control 
facilities, these ships routinely operate 
with other NATO units, and particularly 
ships of the US Navy.” 

Recent upgrades to the Combat 
System have ensured that these ships 
will continue to provide credible air 
defence capability well into the next cen¬ 
tury. 

The battle-tested Sea Dart anti-air mis¬ 
sile system Is being fully exploited by 


the use of new software which fully inte¬ 
grates the comprehensive suite of 
radars. 

Whilst these ships are fully employed 
in the Fleet they require steady mainte¬ 
nance to ensure their continued avalt- 
ablity - a careful balance has to be 
struck between time spent in port and 
that deployed, 

A t present, RN destroyers can be 
found in Australasia, the West 
Indies and standing NATO forces, 
while others have been exercising, com¬ 
pleting Armilla duties in the Gulf or 
undergoing refit. 

“Manchester recently operated off 
Brest with the French on anti-submarine 
warfare exercises, where she acquitted 
herself very well - Type 42 destroyers, 
like their counterparts in the frigate 
force, era equipped with hull-mounted 
sonars and anti-submarine torpedoes. 

When the Type 42s are decommis¬ 
sioned early In the next century, A AW 
capability will be provided by the 
Common New Generation Frigate. 

This is a tri-national collaborative pro¬ 
ject with France and Italy which Is based 


around PAAMS, the Principal Anti-Air 
Missile System. 

Significantly more capable than Sea 
Dart, PA AMS will counter 21 st century 
anti-ship missile threats. 

The 12 Type 42s are split into two 
squadrons, the 3rd and 5th, with an 
equal number of Batches 1, 2 and 
stretched Batch 3 in each. 

With around 270 people in each ship's 
company, these ships can be self-sus¬ 
taining away from port for extended peri¬ 
ods. 

They have also proved to be reliable, 
and In Cdr Farrington's 18 months with 
the squadron no ship has missed a sail¬ 
ing date. 

Type 42s have a good track record and 
thereby underpin the reputation of the 
Royal Navy around the world. 

Many navies comment on and are 
impressed by ships like the Type 42s, 
which are seen displaying all the best 
qualities of a blue-water navy. 

These ships operate away from home 
for prolonged periods at sea and deliver 
effective area anti-air defence for the 
Fleet. 
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Portsmouth’s 
other grey fleet 


PORTSMOUTH Naval 
Base is home to the 
Commodore Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary's headquarters 
- but the ships them¬ 
selves are not so evident 
The RFA fleet of 21 ships is 
not base-ported in the seme 
way as RN ships, and can be 
away from home waters for 
months or years on end. 

Manned by civilians, the 
flotilla is managed by the 
Commodore, who is directlty 
responsible to Commander- 
in-chief Fleet for day-to-day 
operations. 

The primary role of the 
RFA is to supply RN ships at 
sea with the food, fuel, 
ammunition and spare parts 
they need to operate away 
from base. 

n addition, the RFA pro¬ 
vides the Navy with sea- 
borne aviation training 
facilities, aswell as secure 
logistical support and 
amphibious operations capa¬ 
bility for the Royal Marines 
and the Army. 

Some 2,300 UK-registered 
officers and ratings are 
employed by the service, fol¬ 
lowing career paths broadly 
similar to the merchant navy, 
while incorporating special¬ 
ist training to meet the needs 
of operating with the Royal 
Navy. 

The RFA has earned many 
battle honours - the flotilla 
was deployed in support of 
British forces during the 


Faiklands and Gulf Wars, and 
also played a significant role 
in the British contribution to 
operations in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

Most RFA ships carry, or 
can carry, Royal Navy heli¬ 
copters and their support 
teams, and because the 
ships are often required to 
operate in war zones in sup¬ 
port of the RN, most have a 
limited weapons-tit for self- 
defence. 

hips often become par¬ 
ticularly associated with 
a certain task or deploy¬ 
ment - small fleet tanker 
Grey Rover is usually to be 
found supporting the RN's 
Faiklands activities, while 
sister ships Gold Rover and 
Black Rover generally serve 
the West indies Guard Ship 
and Flag Officer Sea Training 
respectively. 

COMRFA s HO in the Naval 
Base comprises 103 people, 
of whom 30 are uniformed 
RFA personnel. 

COMRFA has four divi¬ 
sions - Operations and 
Warfare, Engineering and 
Systems, Policy and Finance 
and Person nek 

With the move to 
Portsmouth from various 
sites around London and 
Bath at the end of 1904, these 
divisions were brought under 
one roof for the first time, 
allowing planning of pro¬ 
grammes and operations to 
be carried out more efficient¬ 
ly. 



THINK YOU’RE 
GOOD ENOUGH 
FOR THE NAVY? 
WELL, DON’T 
GIVE UP 
YOUR DAY JOB. 



Ships readied for 


T HE Commandcr-in- 
Chief Fleet commands 
all the ships and sub¬ 
marines of the Royal Navy, and 
the Flag Officer Surface 
Flotilla (FOSF) is responsible 
for making sure that more 
than 100 surface ships are 
ready and able to carry out 
those tasks. 


FOSE at present Vice-Admiral 
Sir John Bngstocke, has around 
200 staff located in the Parade and 
South Terrace, although repair 
work to the Parade may require the 
HQ to he relocated within the 
Naval Base. 

Vice Admiral Brigstocke will be 
relieved by Rear Admiral Franklyn 
this month. 


FOSF's primary purpose is to 
provide ships and diving units fit 
for their operational tasks. 

His responsibility covers the air¬ 
craft carriers and amphibious 
ships, six squadrons of frigates and 
destroyers, half based in 
Portsmouth and the rest in 
Plymouth, five squadrons of 
mine warfare and patrol vessels, the 
Hydrographic Survey Squadron 


and the Fleet diving groups. 

Today, many are deployed 
worldwide, from the Far Fast to 
Australasia, through the Middle 
East, Persian Gulf and 
Mediterranean to the North and 
South Atlantic and as far as the 
cast coast of America. 

“FOSF has a very wide-ranging 
remit covering practically all 
aspects of support tor surface ships 


NBC's captains of business 



• Ship work - RFA Gold Rover in FMRO's hands 


THE DAILY routine of the 
Naval Base is handled by 
Naval Base Commander's 
senior business sector man¬ 
agers, who each have a well- 
defined role in the smooth 
running of the whole. 

The former North Corner 
Group, which was split away from 
the Fleet Maintenance and 
Repair Organisation (FMRO) 
prior to market-testing, is the 
responsibility of Captain of Fleet 
Maintenance, Capt John Wright- 

His team of 600 uniformed per¬ 
sonnel look after ihe planned 
maintenance and operational 
defects of ships based in 
Portsmouth. This engineering 
support is available to Portsmouth 
ships anywhere in the world. 

The second main tusk of CFM 
is as a ship's agent, providing gen¬ 
eral waterfront support such as 
arrangements for snips arriving, 
arranging shore power, telephone 
links, transport and so on. 

This is all handled by the Port 
Services Manager, and visiting 
foreign warships are offered the 
same assistance if required. 

Riggers also fall within the Port 
Services Manager's domain, 
berthing and unberthing ships, 
and movcing them within the har¬ 
bour without the use of mgs. 

The remainder of FMRO is, as 
Navy Nens went to press, awaiting 
the decision over whether their in- 
house bid. in conjunction with 
Johnson Controls and Lis nave 
Intemadonak was successful - 


three rival bids came in from 
Vosper Thornycmft/GEC Marine. 
Babcoeks/Serco/A&P, and DML, 

FMRO’s workforce stands at 
just over 1,000 civilians plus 100 
apprentices, who are responsible 
for maintaining, repairing and 
enhancing RN warships. 

The waterfront services provid¬ 
ed by FMRO under the Director 
FMRO, Constructor Captain 
John Crump, include pro¬ 
grammed shipwork. unplanned 
work such as emergency dry-dock¬ 
ing, facilities management of such 
supplies as water, electricity and 
steam, and commercial shipwork. 

FMRO has docks up to 260m 
long, and can handle vessels of up 
to 28,000 tonnes. 

Naval Base Business Manager 
Alex Bcnney is responsible for the 
overall planning, finance and con¬ 
tracting activities of ihe NBC 
organisation, including 

Competing for Quality initiatives, 
r Benney'd team is over¬ 
seeing the introduction of 
management and account¬ 
ing techniques which arc appropri¬ 
ate For the Base's business - partic¬ 
ularly the introduction of output 
costing, giving a far dearer picture 
of efficiency than the old cash- 
inpul method, allowing easier 
tracking of costs. 

Captain of Base Services 
Captain Ed Searle heads a depart¬ 
ment of 440 people, regularly 
doubled in size by additional con¬ 
tractors, which provides and 
maintains the infrastructure for 
the base, covering some 3IM> acres, 
with three miles of wharfage and 


thousands of workers. 

Among Capt Searle s responsi¬ 
bilities arc rebuilding jetties, 
clearing rubbish, provision of 
security, health and safety' func¬ 
tions, and communications, 
including the sophisticated 5,000 
extension telephone exchange. 

The Queen's Harbour Master 
Cdr Peter Chapman-Andrews 
maintains freedom of movement 
for the thousands of vessels, mili¬ 
tary and civilian, in Portsmouth. 

There arc more than 64,000 
“significant" moves each year, to 
say nothing of the 4,500 yachts. 


fishing boats and numerous plea¬ 
sure craft based around the area. 

No craft over 20 metres can 
move without QHM Harbour 
Control's permission, QHM's 
team also overseas RN harbour 
moves and berth allocation, main¬ 
tenance of dredged channels and 
navigation lights, and command 
of maritime emergencies in his 
patch, which stretches from 
Cowes to the Nab Tower and 
Culver Cliff on the Isle of Wight. 

The sixth business sector man¬ 
ager is Commodore HMS Nelson 
- see page VI k 



Finding the right people 


The hours are part-time but the commitment Isn't. 
Serve with the Royal Navy Reserve and you could soon 
find yourself manning a frigate in gale force winds, or 
scanning a radar for enemy craft. 

For the few hours a week you give up, you'll gain much 
more. You'll have the benefit of thorough training, on 
both land and sea. You can specialise in any area, from 
seaman to medic. And if you really impress, you'll 
have the chance to rise up through the ranks. 

This isn't playing at being in the Navy Like any 
Important job, you’ll be paid for being a reservist. 

You could even qualify for an annual tax-free bounty 
of up to £900. So make the most of your free time. Send 
off the coupon or Call us now on 0345 300 123. 


READY TO TAKE YOU ON. AND ON, 


The Royal Naval Reserve is looking for men and women to fill 
vacancies now. Find out more at your local Jobcentre or send 
to: The Royal Navy and Royal Marina a Careers Service, Pept 
(AS8SS22). FREEPOST 4335, Bristol BSl 3XY No stamp 
needed http://www, royal-navy, mod. uk 

Name (Mr. Mrs, Miss)_ _ . _ 

Address_ . . __ 


Postcode . Date of birth ___ 

Telephone___ .. _ 

We BCF equal uppur limit lea employtra under the Relations Act und 

welcome enquiries and jftppllcatlos* from all ethnic groups. Normally 
you should have been a UK resident Tor the put five yean. 


ONE of the ‘lodgers’ to be 
found at Portsmouth Naval 
Base is the man who mans the 
Fleet. 

Second Sea Lord and 
Commander-in-chief Naval Home 
Command - or 2SL to those in a 
hurry - has an empire which 


embraces 3,000 officers, more than 
8,300 ratings or other ranks, and 
nearly 4,(Ml civilians, and he is in 
broad terms the man at the head of 
the Navy's shore establishments. 
The task sounds deceptively 
simple - “to ensure that sufficient, 
motivated uniformed manpower, 
trained to the required standards. 


is available and is deployed in 
peace, crisis, major crisis or war." 

Not quite such an easy task 
when you get down to details. 

The organisation expects to 
recruit around 5,000 people a 
year, and to put some 0,000 per* 
sonnel througn a range of training 
programmes. 


It arranges around 15,000 offi¬ 
cers' and 52JJOO ratings/other 
ranks' appointments and drafts a 
year, and oversees the terms and 
conditions of 45,1)00 people in the 
Naval Service. 

It operates on a budget of 
£490m. 

Again, the figures alone do not 
lull tne whole story. 

Ensuring ships have the right 
balance of personnel at all limes is 
not enough - 2SL is also seeking to 
ensure everyone has a structured 
career progression, with elements 
of sea time and a variety of billets. 

There should also he a certain 
a mourn of predictability lor those 
who wish it. 

Helping 2SL achieve these tar¬ 
gets are two agencies, owned by 
2SL but with more delegated 
power than a Royal Navy direc¬ 
torate. 

The current 2SL, Admiral Sir 
Michael Boyce, moves on to 
be co mu Com mande r-i n -Ch ic f 
Fleet in September, and is under 
no illusions about the wav the com¬ 
mand should proceed. 

Introducing his five-year corpo¬ 
rate plan this year. Admiral Boyce 
said: “Business practice methods 
cannot on their own underpin the 
management of Naval personnel 
who need to be fit to fight and win. 

"Nevertheless, there are some 
commercial .skills we need to apply 
if we are to uchive the most cost- 
effective way of conducting our 



* HMS Lancaster s ship s company ; present and correct - Second Sea Lord's organisation ensures 
that ships get the right number of people , and balance of skit is , to fulfil their obligations. 
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of the Royal Navy,” said Cdr Paul 
Jellyman, FOSF Public Relations 
Officer. 

”tl includes management of a 
£350m per year budget, and pro¬ 
gramming units to undertake the 
operational Lasks directed by 
Cl NCFLEET as well as exercising 
delegated responsibility from 
C INC FLEET for policy through¬ 
out the whole Fleet in many dif¬ 
ferent fields. 

"These include such diverse 
subjects as explosive safety, supply 
policy covering catering, clothing, 
stores and food, young officers' 
training at sea, ceremonial, data 
links, navigation and so on.” 

T he FOSF HQ staff contains 
a wealth of experience, 
including many officers who 
have had their own command, and 
nearly everyone straight from sea. 
They deal daily with ships at sea 
around the world, working to 
resolve any difficulties that arise. 

He also has a small group of 
officers and ratings who co-ordi¬ 
nate, 24 hours a day throughout 
the yean the support and repair 
when necessary for ships deployed 
worldwide. 

FOSFs responsibilities do not 
end there. 

"We have a team of sea-going 
experts, ‘sea riders', who visit ships 
of all classes to give help, guidance 
and training in warfare matters. 

"They provide continuation 
training, following up I hat provid¬ 
ed by the Flag Officer Sea 
Training. 

"The sea riders also form the 
core of the Flotilla Battle Staff, or 
FBS. 

XOMUKTO (Commander 
UK Task Group) is the primary 
Bailie Manager, ant! for a naval 
task group FOSF with the FBS 
would take over on a route mem 


basis for a protracted operation, 
and is also ready to command a 
second operation anywhere else tn 
the world or act as a Joint Force 
Commander. 

“The FBS trains regularly tor its 
role during major exercises, and is 
currently deployed as a Task 
Group command staff for the 
Joint Maritime Course off 
Scotland.” 



Everything you need 
in a town called Nelson 


receipt and payment of Elm a 
month. 

Personnel support is a 
major element of Nelson's 
remit, through the Naval 
Personal and Family Service 
(NPFS), where there is also a 
worldwide remit covering 
those serving abroad. 

Nelson's Sick Bay and den¬ 
tal department are both the 
biggest In the Navy, with aver¬ 
age monthly attendances of 
3,000 and 1,100 respectively. 

On the discipline side, 
Nelson is home to the Naval 
Provost, and holds more than 
50 courts martial a year. 

Nelson runs 40 acres of 
sports fields. Including a 
county-standard cricket pitch 
at Burnaby Road, and 
will host events for the 
{ 1997 Special Olympics. 

T he Nelson educa¬ 
tion centre Is also 
the biggest in the 
| Navy - and boasts a 
Jn| GSCE success rate of 
I 75 per cent. The figures 
are even better in the 
m ^ resettlement organise- 
| tion, with an 32 per cent 
L re-employment rate for 
servicemen within three 
months of leaving the 
armed services. 

& 3 § Another arm of the 
INK management strategy 
| deals with the support 
H of the lodger units - 
Nelson has a total of 25, 
rJ which means 95 per 
cent of the office space 
’.^fj ts full though Cdr Wills 
i£$[ said he has a nice little 
Pfy 30-desk space going at 
the right price,.* 

Among Nelson's 
lodger units are the 
Royal Marines School of 
Music, the RN School of 
Education and Training 
Technology, the 

Directorate of Foreign 
and Commonwealth 
Training - and Navy 


Scooby s, managed for Naafi 
by Eurestf from pizza to filled 
baguettes, with Burger King 
opening shortly. 

Beyond the hotel service 
Nelson's influence stretches 
out into the Naval Base and 
into every comer of the world 
visited by the Navy, 

F or example, amongst the 
"outputs" Nelson man¬ 
agement has Identified as 
being their core task to sup¬ 
port is pay and personnel, 
running personal pay 
accounts for 8,500 service 
personnel in Portsmouth, 
London, Bath and worldwide, 
from South Africa to Siberia, 
the West Indies to Korea, 
Nelson s Cash Office deals in 


Y OU CAN get your 
teeth tilted, your car 
MOT’d* study an A- 
level or pick up a pizza - 
without ever leaving the 
confines of HMS Nelson. 

“We are really the town 
within the wider Naval Base,'* 
said Commander of Nelson, 
Commander John Wills. 

The old demarcation lines 
that existed when the site 
became a naval barracks 
fef in 1903 have long 
■ gone, and to describe 

1 I the place as an 

'■ m accommodation cen- 

r Mf tre would be to do it a 
MB great disservice. 

LH “Our top priority 
here is to support 
ships and the | 
gdf Naval Base tj 
* ' Commander in 

§H j his task of support- 
BHfe/ mg ships, 1 ' said Cdr j 

RBfwiHs. ^ 

Hotel services to 1 
[ the Navy in general is also I 
' given high priority in the f 
immediate future. 

Nelson, named such In | 
1974, can accommodate ij 
2,000 ratings, and achieves 
around 2,000 bed moves 
per month. 

n ccupancy of officers 1 1 
and senior rates' I 


The aim is to provide this 
through a Private Finance 
Initiative route. 

Other facilities for junior 
rates have recently been 
upgraded, the most promi¬ 
nent being the revamp of the 
Naafi complex which was offi¬ 
cially opened by Second Sea 
Lord Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce last month. 

The new arcade features a 
Naafi shop run by Spar - the 
biggest grocery chain in the 
world, and whose first branch 
in the UK was in Portsmouth - 
a fast-food element and the 
“Twilight Zone" of slot 
machines. 

Customers now have a cos¬ 
mopolitan choice of food at 


U and senior 

capacity is around 
85 per cent; for junior rates 
the figure is 42 per cent, 
which includes a built-in 
margin for contingencies 
such as ship in dry-dock, 
or the extreme instance of 
Nelson fulfilling Its role as 
the Navy's war mobilisa¬ 
tion centre. 

The current junior rat¬ 
ings 1 single living accom¬ 
modation in the 12-storey 
Saumarez and Keppel 
blocks is due to be demol¬ 
ished, possibly next year, 
and replaced by modern 
quarters at a cost of some 
£20m, providing space tor 
1,000 people with erv suite 
facilities. 


m Naval figurehead - a teak 
representation of Admiral Lord 
Nelson watches over the main 
gate of the establishment 
which bears his name . 


• Scoobys snack - the Second Sea Lord enjoys a bite to eat and a chat 
with Leading Chef David Everson after officially opening Nelson's new 
Naafi restaurant and shop, run In conjunction with Spar and forces'cater¬ 
ing group Eurest 


for the task 



• Hi-tec lessons - new facilities such as the Amethyst bridge train 
er at HMS Dryad ensure RN training is second to none. 


work such that we Jo not imperil 
either the size of the Front Line or 
our renowned high standards." 

The NRTA - Naval Recruiting 
and Training Agency - came into 
being in 1995, and has heen negoti¬ 
ating a partnering arrangement 
with commercial groups to open 
spare capacity at Navy training 
establishments to outsiders. 

The Naval Manning Agency 
(NMA) is a year old this month* 
arid approaches the task of filling 
billets with a different emphasis. 
d greater involvement by ■<* 


customers and a higher level of 
feedback. 

But the 2SL organisation is not 
about facts and figures - as 
Admiral Boyce says, the Royal 
Navy's most vital asset is its men 
and women. 

Accordingly, Admiral Boyce's 
team also oversees pay and couth - 
lions, which influences both 
recruitment and morale, provides 
wider welfare and spiritual support 
to Naval personnel md their fami¬ 
lies. and ts also responsible for the 
Royal Naval Reserve. 


Weapons expertise 


EVER since naval warfare 
moved on from the cannon, 
there has been a need to evalu¬ 
ate fighting capability - a task 
fulfilled by Captain Weapons 
Trials and Acceptance (CWTA), 
based in Portsmouth. 

The team conducts trials, 
assessments and inspections 
of the entire Navy arsenal, 
including new systems, for 
surface ships and submarines. 

Safety is a major part of 
their remit, including stowage 


and handling of explosives. 

Foreign navies who buy or 
refit warships in the UK also 
make use of CWTA's ser¬ 
vices, 

CWTA - the title came in 
1994, though the original 
Naval Weapons Trials team 
began in 1970 - consists of a 
mainly Service-manned trials 
group, often away on duty, a 
mixed Service and civilian 
assessment group, plus sup¬ 
port staff. 



“The Mountbatten 


Festival of Music” 
1997 

The Massed Bdfuh i>j tier Majesty's Royal 
Murines under the direction of 

fJ Coi R A Watered LRAM , Rtf 

CD's - £12.00 Cassettes - £8.00 


Superb Wall Shield 

A handsomely crafted shield on polished 
wood with gold effect detailing to the crest 
- Choice of two scrolls. 

Eg: Royal Marines Band Service 
Koval Marines School of Music 

£22.00 please state which scroll when ordering. 
(hct(h hems inclusive of t\fep in UK, 
overseas p tense add ) 

tfo.it major credit cards accepted. 

Tel: 01705 726173 

Pk'fisc make eheque/POs payable to die 
Blue Bath! Magazine" and lurw ard to 
Blue Band Magazine. Kaslnvy Block. 

HMS Foi'iMHtttJiiL Hams POJ 1HB 


4? 


U-NEED-US 


r\ 


For a large selection of Bunting. Pennants, Flags and 
Balloons, Fancy Dress Props and Accessories, Hats. Masks and 
Make up. Cloak Room and Tombola Tickets and Fundraisers. 
Full price list available, BFPQ Order* Welcome 
30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth, POT 1NW j 

Phono: 01705 823013, Fax: 01705 7369*3 jjjj 

Established In Portsmouth over 70 years ago 




ENAS 
Cnldrose 
I Golden 
J ubilee Pack 
£ 33.49 inc 


A celebration of Royal Naval 
Fleet Air Arm History raptured on 
a Fine Bone China Collect able Plate presented with an 
illustrated History of Culdrone 

* 1997 is the 50th commissioning anniversary of 
the Royal Naval Air Station Culdrone 

* Actual Size 8.7” (hand gilded I 

* Designed <£ Manufactured with the 
approval of RN AS Culdrose 

Send your chequea/postal orders to: 

Marque, PG Box 50, Redruth 
''ornwfdL TRlfi 6Yft 
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Naval Heritage 


Options 


Tourists' delight (above) - historic spars and rigging against a red sky at Flagship Portsmouth (above). 

' Industrial heritage - Marc Brunei's pioneering Block Mills (left). 

To be the best 


T HE MAN helping steer Flagship 
Portsmouth into the next millenni¬ 
um has a simple ambition. 

David Geddes, Flagship's general man- 
ager, wants the Portsmouth naval her¬ 
itage area to be the best in the world. 
Flagship Portsmouth encompasses the 
Mary Rose, HMS Victory, IIMS Warrior 
I860, the RN Museum and Portsmouth Naval 
Base Property Trust, marketing the elements 
under one banner. 

“Since the creation of Flagship Portsmouth 
in 1993 we have been pulling together as a 
team in pursuit of our aim; that is to be uni¬ 
versally recognised as the world’s greatest 
maritime heritage attraction.” said Mr 
Geddes. 

“We are lucky enough to have three of the 


greatest warships ever built here. 

“If you trawled history to select any three 
warships illustrating the rise and peak of the 
Royal Navy, you would have difficulty in doing 
better than the Mary Rose, Victory and Warrior, 
“And in addition we arc very lucky here in 
that this dockyard was, in the 18th century, the 
greatest industrial complex in the world.” 

The heritage area is now known as Flagship 
Portsmouth, and the majority of visitors - 70 per 
cent - now buy a site ticket covering all the 
major attractions. 

To complement this, a new general guide 
hook is launched this month, although specific 
guides for each element will still be available. 
But there is still much to be done if the target 
of world supremacy is to be firmly established. 

The heritage area is the centrepiece of the 
Renaissance of Portsmouth Harbour 
Millennium scheme, bringing a promenade 


from Old Portsmouth to HMS Victory, with a 
similar one on the Gosport side. 

And more than £12m will be spent on a Navy 
in Action centre, a high-tec attraction featuring 
a big-screen re-enactment of a NATO exercise. 

There are also plans to improve the street 
furniture, to floodlight ships and buildings, 
open until late in the evening - and to provide a 
new home for the hull of the Mary Rose, under 
the same roof as the artefacts reclaimed from 
the bed of the Solent. 

Further ahead. Flagship would love to bring 
other historic buildings and artefacts under its 
wing, including Marc Brunei's 1802 Block Mills, 
the first fully-automated factory in the world, 
making wooden pulley blocks for ships 1 rigging, 
the reservoirs and culverts beneath, used to con¬ 
trol water flow in and out of dry docks, and a 
“serious” 20th century warship to enhance the 
collection. 



filing flll landlubbers and seafarers aged 


Membership Application Form 


Please enrol me as a member of Captain Plank’s new 
club, i enclose a postal order/cheque (payable to Navy 
News) for £3.25. 

Name_ 

Address_ 


/ to have 
to make Friends 
save Cash 


Postcode 


to win Prizes 

'SI ~ f This is your lucky day! I’m launching 
\ \ J something extra special and I’m on the 
^S lookout for volunteers. 

If you are ready to join me and the gang, fill 
in the membership application form. It will cost you £3.25, 
but that is a small price to pay for what 1 have got in store for 
you. I will be shipping to you all sorts of treasure - starting 
with a goodie bag for all new members. 

Don’t go sending me money without asking an adult first 
though. 

Oh, and don't forget to have a go at the competition. You 
might land yourself a CD player. 


Birthday. 


Special interests; Sport EH Music EH Film/TV EH 
> Friends EH Reading EH 

Other_ 

Do you have any brothers or sisters? Yes/No 

Names/Ages_ 

Who does this copy of Navy News belong to? 

Parent EH Grandparent EH Other- 

Name Your Club Competition 

Write your suggested name for the club here: 


Captain Plank can't make up his mind what to call 
his new club. So he wants you to suggest a name 
of your own and design a logo. 

He'll be awarding a prize of a Sony Discman 
CD player and music voucher to the best entry. 
Closing date 3} August 1997. One entry only per person. 
Entrants must be aged 8-12. No purchase necessary. 


Draw a logo (a simple picture or symbol) foryour suggested name on 
a separate piece of paper and attach it to this form. Sorry your drawing 
cannot be returned. 

Send your completed form, together with postal order/cheque for £3.25 
to: Captain Plank's Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth 
POl 3HH. If you would like any further information before applying, 
call 01202 679989. _ 










































